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Dear Village Head,

Sickle cell Disease (SCD), as we all understand is a group of blood related genetic
disorder which can develop into serious complications adversely affecting the health and well-
being of the patients. This disease is more prevalent among the tribal population in states of
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal,
Odisha, Tami Nadu, Telangana and Kerala.

Hon'ble Prime Minister has emphasized on the need to tackle this disease so as to
protect our tribal communities. In the Union Budget 2023, an announcement has been made
about launching of "A mission to eliminate Sickle Cell Anaemia by 2047". The key parameters
include creating awareness among the masses, universal screening of 7 crore population in the
0-40 age group from the affected tribal areas, and providing counselling through the
collaborative efforts of the Central ministries and State governments.

On 27" June, Hon'ble Prime Minister will launch this mission from Shahdol in Madhya
Pradesh. We need to make collaborative efforts, in association with all the stakeholders for
successful implementation of this mission. Just as India has set an example before the world
against the Covid-19 pandemic, we have to show a new path to the world through this mission.
I, therefore, request you to come together and hold each other’s hand for eliminating Sickle
Cell Disease from India by 2047 through successful implementation of this mission.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(Arjun Munda)
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