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FOREWORD

In every developing country where modernity is making inroads in the
traditional life of the rural areas especially on the tribal ethos and culture, it
is essential te take up socio-cconomic studies which provide dependable
indicators of change. Preparation of monographs on different tribes in
Tripura had been taken up with this purpose in view viz., to know fully the
inherent ethno-social-economic characteristics of the particular tribal groups
who are gradually being acculturised due to historical factors.

2, The author Dr. Sudhangshu Bikash Saha has done recently a
doctoraie on “The History and Culture of the Tribal Peoples of Tripura™
and is also otherwise known for anthropological studies. His main
emphasis has been on socio-economic status of Noatigs, who are considered
a species of the generic stock of Tripuris. He has dwelt on the cthnologi-
cal characteristics of MNoatia in Tripura. stressed on their migranl fealures,
as distinet from resident Tripuris and their contacts at some historical past
with the Burmese, Chakmas and Mogs of Arakan.

3. While providing the socio-cultural sciting of Moatias he has given
an insight on their clan and family composition, food, dress and abodes
as also ritwals, religious beliefs  and their village organisation.  This
provides an essential background in which the present day condition of
Noatias, distributed over different paris of Tripura, is set.

4, It has becn shown that as per Census data the Moatias are mainly
distributed in Khowai and Kamalpur Sub-Divisions of West and North
Tripura Districts as well as Sonamura, Udkipur, Belonia and Amarpur
belt of West and South Tripura Districts.  An interesting feature is that
over the last Tour decades ie. from 1941 Census, from which data have
been processed, the Noatias are a declining tribe so far as population growth
is concerncd, in Tripura. In between 1941 and 1951 their number decreased
from 26.3 thousand to 24.9 thousand, from 1951 to 1961 by another
B.% thousand and from 1961 to 1971 by another 5.7 thousand. It is not
known whether this is due to wrong classification of MNoatias during
Census, as Noauas at one time were considered to be a part of the
Tripuris and may still be enumerated in many places as such.  Alternatively
this may be duc to migration or may be duc to more death rate compared
to  less birth rate. In any case this might well be a matter of further
research,

3. The author has taken pains to study the Noatia tribe in their speci-
fic geographical context viz,, in diffierent Sub-Divisions of Tripura, where
they reside, sepataiely. He has studied the demographic characteristics,
agrarian techniques, ils impact on their economy, especially on income,
expenditure and indebtedness, and has offcred his suggestions relevant for
the arca. Here too perhaps it would have been worth studying the distine-
tive features of MNoatia families in different places of Tripura and com-
paring it with their land holdings, size and class of lands, quantum and
variation of inputs, yearly income and expendilure, occupational status and



i

indebtedness and then try to establish a correlation between entire gamut
of these factors with the technological progress achieved by the same
tribe in diffcrent places of their settlement. Such a holistic study perhaps,
would have taken much more time however, than the mere three months
which Dr. Saha had got for completing the study.

6. In fine this is a commendable effort for a monograph and would
surely be of considerable use to all those who want to know something
aboul the Moatias, who arc one of the 19 Scheduled Tribes of Tripura.
We arc all grateful 1o Dr. Saha for having taken up the study with only
a token help from the Government and completing the same in due time.

5. L. Chatterj

Secretary to the Government,
Tribal Welfarc Department,
Tripura.



PREFACE

This Survey embodies the characteristic feature of Socio-cconomic
life of MNoatia tribes of eight sub-divisions of Tripura. Though the hamlels
have been selected purposively for sociv-cconomic survey, 1 am sure, they
are expected to disolay o Fair picture of the Noatia tribes wherever they
live.

2. In course of my investigation, 1 have had co-operation [rom the
innumerable inhabitants of different hamlets. hamlet chiefs, Gao Pradhans,
Panchayai secretarivs and non-tribal gentlemgn and gentle ladies, Dilferent
services were réndercd by the Multipurpose Project Officers. Block Deve-
lopment Officers, District Tribal Welfare Officers, Tribal Extension Officers.
Tribal Supervisors and many other departmental administrations of
different categories. [ acknowledge my indebtedness 1o ull of them.

3. This monograph was taken up under the aegis of the Directorate
of Rescarch, Tribal Welfare Department, Government of Tripura and had
1o be completed within a time bound programme. This could not have
been possible without the help of the Minister, Tripura Welfare, Dircctor
of T'rmal Kesearch and the Linguistic Offcer, Tribal Research, Govern-
ment of Tripura, [ respectfully acknowledge my deep gratitude to them
for their valuable information and time to time sugeestions, Thanks are
extendad to Shri Ashit Ranjan Das, Steno to Director of Resecarch, for
typing this voluminous work and other staff for their co-operation.

4. Inspite of all endeavours to make the monograph free from mis-
tukes, there might have some typographical errors and other drawbacks
for speedy preparations of the work which may kindly be viewed with
considetration.

3. In fine, 1 do hope this monograph will be able to throw some light

on the socio-cconomic life of the Tribals of Tripura in general and of the
Moatia tribes in particular.

AGARTALA, 5. B. SAHA
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CHAPTER—T
GEOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND

Introduction

Tripura is situated in the eastern region of India. Tie Survcj_.rur
General of India mentions that the area of the territory is 3036 sg. miles
whereas the Survey Office of Tripura extends the figure 10 4116 sq. miles,
Il is situated between 22°56° and 24°32° north latitudes and 91°10° and
92-22" cast longitudes. Of the total area of Tripura, about 60% consists
of hills, hillacks and hilly terrains and the rest consists of flat
land <tipped with turbulent seprentine rivulets and painted grey
with harren tracis, lush green with luxuriant verdures and ritious hue
with wild growth.

Boundary

Tripura, an ancient feudal hill state of India, is situated to the east
of the country hemmed in between Bangladesh and Assam. It iz bounded
on the north by the Cachar district of Assam, on the west by Comilla
and a part of Noakhali district of Bangladesh, on the south by the districts
of Chittagong and a part of Noakhali of Bangladesh and on the east by
the Mizo hills of Mizoram covering about 1824 Kilometres in length
from its north to the south and 112 Kilometres in breadth from its east
to the west.

Topography

Topographically, the whole territory can  he divided into seven
distinguishable features which are as follows :

(v Hill Range (i) Hillock iii) Valley (iv) Lunmga (v} Flat land
(viy River and (vii) Lake,

HILL RANGE

Seven hill ranges. increasing in height towards the east. run north
and south with an average mtervals of 19 Kilometres. Thev rise higher
successively Ffrom west to cast and cach range enhances in height from
south 1o north and they are (i) Jampai (i) Sakhan (iii; Longtharai
{i¥) Atharamura {v) Sardeng (vi) Baramura and Deotamura.

HILLOCK

The natural elevation of an area is locally known as tilla, Such 1illas
may be called hillocks. The lands upon such tillas are clad with timber
forests, bamboo jungles and bushes which constitute rich  sources of
natural wealth of the territory.  Some hillocks are utilised as sites for
homesicads by the sylvan peaple.

VALLEY

The low lands in between hills and drained by rivers form the Valleys.
The Valleys are extremely flertile and when during the winter, the tribals
grow paddy, jute ctc. the valleys become verdant with lush green crops.
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LUNGA
The low lying areas betwcen the hillocks or tillas arc called Lunga
Land. The lunga lands are fertile. The lowlying lunga lands are mostly
hoggy and are found covered with reeds. The lunga lands arc best suited
for plough cultivation.

FLAT LAND

The plain  surface of the territory is found situaled belween-
intermittent hills. Land-hungry cultivators have settled mostiy in these
flat lands.

RIVERS

‘Tripura is a land many rivers that drain away its vast area and enrich it
by soft alluvial deposits, water them and provide excellent water ways
for the territory. There are 10 (ten) rwivers I Tripura which go by
(i) Gomati {ii) Howrah {iii} Fenny (iv} Muhari (v} Dhalar (vi}) Juri
(vii} Khowai (viii) Manu {ix) Longai and (x) Deo.

LAKE

There is no other principal Lake worth mentioning in the territory
than the Rudrasagar lake which iy situated at a distance of 53 Kilometres
south-east from Apartala, The Harjala and Dakruvajala, twe other small
jheels of water situated ar Udaipur also deserve mention.

Climate

The climate of the werritory is generally hot and humid., The cool dry
scason asually starts from November when temperature Legins to fall
and continues till Febryary, From March o May, occasional thunder-
storms and rains take place. The monsoon arrives in the month of May
bringing storm and heavy rains in its trail.  In the month of September,
the weather is sultry owing to the high percentage of moisture and
temperature comes down in the month of October and gradually a cold
and dry wind from the north starts blowing.

Sof

The soil of the territory offers many different varietics. The soil of
the high land or tilla land is not so rich and is generally formed with
loamy sand. Such land is poor in humus or decomposed organic matters.
The so0il of the land of lunga land is mostly alluvial and are especially
fresh and very fertile, alluvium being brought down and deposited by the
sircams and charras year after year. The marshy swamps have bog-soils
which are spongy in consistency and lpok like peat.

Flora

Most forests of the territory are of mixed character. Vast areas have
been occupied by a great variety of bamboos throughout the hills of the
territory only interrupted by scatter¢d trees and other plants like sungrass
etc. some of the important timbers in the forest comsist of sal, karai,
gamal, garjan, chamal, jarul, rata, khemia, champa, sundi, sonal and
nageswar etc.



Fauna

Tripura has great animal wealth. The following animals are
commonly found within the forests of the tErritory viz., tiger, leopard,
bisun, bear, elephant, buffalo, wild pig and deer etc. Besides these wild
beasts, diferent kinds of birds, snakes and other reptiles are also found
in great number. A large varicty of fish, crab, tortoisc arc also found.

Population

The people of Tripura are of three categories viz, the original
residents, immigrants and recent migrants from defunct East Pakistan
now called Bangladesh. The people belonging to the scheduled tribes claim
to be the original residents of Tripura. Previously they vere dependent
on jhuming or shifting cullivation in the hills, but of late 4 large scetion
of the tribal people are being accustomed gradually with plough culliva-
tion in the plains. Thercfure, they are discarding their nomadic character
and are sctiling down permanently. The immigrants, settled in Tripura
came most from undivided Bengal, Assam and some have settled after
coming from Bihar and Orissa in the pursuit of their livelihood., The
recent migrants are those who have taken refuge for an honourable
existence in this territory after partition of India due te communal
disturbances in 1Me adjoining didtricts of the defunct East Pakistan.
Gradually the refugees entered this territory through unauthorised routes
as looth and arson, raping and killing became the order of the day in
the then East Pakistan, men, women and children left their hearth and
home and flocked Lo Tripura in tens. hundreds, and thousands.

Table—I below, shows the growth of population in the territory of
Tripura.

TABLE—I

Year Yoraf Trikal Perceniage of tribal

Population Population terg! popularion
1901 1,73,325 a41,679 52.89%
1911 220613 110, 129 47. %%
1921 3,04,437 1,66.500 54.69%
1931 3,82.450 203,327 53.16%
1941 513,010 2.56.991 50.00%
1951 6.39,029 2.17.058 311.23%
196! 11,42,005 1.60,,070 11539
1971 15,56,342 4,50,544 28.95%

Cuirivarion

The Tribals of Tripura age born cultivators. Since time immemoral
the tribals have been practising cultivation for having their subsisience
by a process known as jhuming or shifting cultivation. It was not till
the earliest part of the fourteenth century, when the Bangalees entered
Tripura, that the plough cultivation of the plain lands startcd Now-a-days
in Tripura, 2 good number of tribals have started plough cultivation. Some
still follow the beaten track of jhuming or shifting cultivation.



Land

There are four types of lands to be found in Tripura. These arc
classified as follows: (a)} THia land (b) Lunga land and (c) Plain land
{d} Slope land. Amongst the four types of lands, tilla and slope lands are
suitable for jhuming or shifting cultivation and hunga lands and plain lands
arc suitable for plough cultivation.

In table—2 below, the lapd utilisation pattern in Tripura 15 shown.
The table will reveal the urgent need for wearing the jhumias from shifting
cullivation and helping them to iake to ploagh cuhivation. T ripura’s
topography being mainly hilly, when hill slopes are used [or <hilting eultiva-
tion, it leads to soil erosion on a large scale causing floods in the plains.
To save plain lands from floods and cxtensionm of cultivation, these hill
siopes will have to be brought under forest plantations.  Accordingly.
more and more areas are being taken over by the Forest Departient and
being converted into Reserved or Protecied forest arcas.  As a resuit,
areas available for shifting cultivation arc steadily falling down in acreage.
Therefore, the jhumias are being forced to jhumming at the same plot of
land repeatedly. The inevitable result of this is loy outturn and deterio-
ration in the cconditions of the jhumias.

TABLE—2

i} Total area of the Statc 10.47.700 hectares
ii) Ares under Cultivation 241,500 ~-do-
iiiy Area of reserved forest 407613 -do-
iv) Protected forest 220491 -do-
v) Area of the hill LR 479782 ~do-
vil Area under waste land

cultivable warste 2000 -do-
vii) Fallow land 4500 ~do-

viii) Area umder miscellaneous
uses, land put to non-agri-

cultural uses, 46,876 -do-
ix) Barren and unculiivable land 6,000 -do-
x) Permanent pasture and other

Erass 33,000 -do-
sy Land under miscellaneous 85420 «lo-

The way of tribal life, since time immemorial had to depend
mostly upon jhum economy. In those days, they produced almost every
article they consumed, such as paddy, vegetables, Cotton, Sesame, maize,
fruits and different plant of spices elc. in the jhum process of cultivation,
They also made baskets and persued other crafts. They practiscd hunting
and fishing. They used cotton textiles manufactured from colten raised
in the jhum lands. They dnly would go to market for purchasing :alt,
dry Fish, cooking oil and other necessaries of life etc.

But at present, due to paucity of jhum land, the tribals of Tripura
gre facing great diffculties. The tribals,- who inhabit the tilla or high
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lands have to depend on the market for almost all of their necessaries of
daily life. During hard days they have to case of their hunger by taking
fruits, bamboo shoots, yams and different kinds of roots. and herbs
collected from nearby forests.

Tripura is divided inte three districts and ten sub-divisions. Table—3
helow, shows sub-divisinnwise tribals as per Census Beport of 1971,

TAHLI--3
Percentage of
Manie of the MName of the Tribal Total Tribal
district Sub-division Population  Papulation Pepulation
to tortal
population.
Wes! Tripura Sadar 1,15 940 4, 72, 729 24, 53
i Khowai 71, M1 1, 77, 993 40, 28%
it Sonamura 1, 237 1, 09, 8§77 11. 148
South Tripura Amarput 50, 874 78, 453 G4, B2
a Belonia 36, 454 1, 38, 134 26, 2%
i Sabroom 24, 597 58, 934 4l Ta3,
e Udaidur 3, 175 1, 24, 207 25 11%
Morth Tripura Eamalpur 25, kol g8, 435 29, 18%
.- Kailashahar 41, O 1, 41, 181 3n, 5297
" Dharmanagar M,oefe 1,75, 393 1L 61%
4,50, 544 15, 6,342 @~ 28, 95%

The proportion of tribal popuiation to total population of Tripura
has been decreasing as will be evident from the figures above. It will
alsa be clear if we study the growih of population on Table—1. It is due
to the continuous migration of people from now defunct East Pakistan,
By virtue of their peculiar nature, the jhumias whio were earlier forest
dewellers hove been entering deeper and deeper into forcests because of
their inability to adopt permanent cultivations on non-arrable lands at the
face of keen competition from the newly settled cultivators hailing from
neighbouring districts who have reclaimed most of the permanent arrable
lands. As a result, most of tribals, finding no altermative but to depend
on the jhuming or shifting cultivation, for which also there is no sufficient
land here, have migrated further into the jungles. The biggest etono-
mic problem that the tribals have to face now happens to be the problem
of cultivable land. Owver and above. the output of jhum crops have gone
down and hardly provide food for morc than three to four months in a
year to a tribal houschold.

The constitution (Scheduled  Tribes) (Part C States) order, 1951
contained names of cighteen scheduled tribes in Tripura in Pant- -VII
of the Scheduled to the order.  Again, the constitution (Scheduled
Tribes) (Part C States) order, 1951 have been amended by the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes Lists (Modification) Order, 1956, according
to which the cnumeration of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes has
heen conducted in 1961 Census of Tripura. The meodificd lists of
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Scheduled Tribes appearing in the Schedule to the amended order are
reproduced below: (1) Lusai (2) Mag (3) Kulkd including the following
sub-tribes (1) Balte (i) Belalhut (iii) Chhalaya (iv) Fun (+v) Hajango (vi)
Jangei (vii) Khereng (viii) Khephong (ix) Kuntei (x) Laifang (xi) Lentei
(xii) Mizel (xiii) Namte (xiv) Paite or Paitn (xv) Rangchan (xvi) Rangkllole
{xvil) Thangluya (4} Chakma (3} Garo (6) Chaimal (7) Halam (8) Khasi
(%) Bhutia (10) Munda including Kaur (11) Oraon (12} Lepcha (13) Santal
(14) Bhil (15) Tripuri (16) Jamatia (17) Noatia (18) Riang (19) Uchai.
(16) Jamatia (17) Noatia (18) Riang (19) Uchai

If we make a close study about the tribals of Tripura, we cannot
but find that their principal means of livelihood is tilling the soil. The
form of cultivation is known as jhum cultivation. Primitive system of
agronomy is still in vogue. At present, a good number of sylvan pecple
has practised settled cultivation. Proximily of habitation to water courses
like river or charras etc. is essential for the tribals for selecting the sites
of villages as most of their worships are performed on the banks of rivers
or charras etc. They are very skilled in the art of weaving with indigenous
handlooms, They are also well versed in bamboo, wood and vane
handicrafts.  Their staple food is rice and their food is perivaps
one of the simplest in the world.

The people of this territory other than tribals as Table—I will clearly
indicate are the Bengalees who have virtually caused a sort of popula-
tion explosion in this state. They constitute the bulk of her population
and lollow different kinds of livelihood such as trade, commerce, weaving,
crafts, agriculture and professions of divers nature. These people prefer
the plain and wvalleys for habitation. Their social customs, language,
education and culture are full of varicties.

In short, these are the peoplc who now live in Tripura and have
dccepted the stale as their home. They form a colourful varicty and in
peaccful and unhurried persuit of their avocations they have patterned
their lives in a significant way. In physical form and Stature, in body
colour and facial form, in dress and costumes in ornament and jewellery,
in mode of lifc and basic ideas, beliefs and habits they provide a wide
diversity but they have offered to live together and have accepted a norm
of living which has given rise to an extremely interesting tapestry of
human existence.



CHAPTER—II
SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND

Early History

According to Table No. XVIE of 193] Ccnsus published in I?c'nga!i
by the Government of Tripura, the Communitics of Puratan Tripuri,
Deshi Tripuri, Jamatia. Riang and Neatia were known under the generic
same of Tripur Kshatriya. The number of Tripur kshatrivas as in 1941
Census had been far less than the figures given in 1931 Census and this
was probably because of under enumeration or due to the fact that many
tribals did not enlist themselves as Tripur Kshalriyas.

Lewin States, “The great Mowaltea clan with its many Sub-divisions
living for the most part in the Mong Rajah's country, on the banks of
Fenny, are in closc contact with the Bengalees of the plains.  They are
consequently addicted 1o Hindu superstitions and  observances, and I
regret to say that latterly they have been some slight indications that the
most impertant man among them are postering the hurtful and obnoxious
docirines of caste and niceties of feeding™ (T. H. Lewin—The Hill Tracis
of Cittagong and the dewellers therein, P. 79). Lewin further observes.
“There are four clans of the Tipperah tribe resident in the Chittagong
Hill Tracte, as follows: The Pooran, the MNowultea, the Osule, and
Recang” (T. H. Lewin—wild races of South Eastern India, P. 197).

There can be no doubt that in anciemt times of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts fell within the region controlled by the rulers of Tripura.
It is probable that during some remote age when Hill Tripura was under
the sule of some Hindu rulers belonging to the kshatriva clan. a group
of the Tripuris left their original placc of sesidence and 1ook refuge in
Chittagong Hill tracts and Aracan followmng some religiou: squable wiich
had threatened to destroy their tribal identity. Whatever might have
heen the location of the Noatias original home, in facial features and
physical structures they are very akin to the aforesaid Tripuri tribe and
are to be classified under Mongoloid group. Though apparently Hindus,
the Tripuris demonstrate some vital differences from the caste Hindus
regarding their worships and other religious practices. These differences
lay probably in thier original differences with the Hindu rulers of Tripura.
This religious difference seems also w have contributed to their migration
towards the Chiltagong hill tracts and Aracan etc.

Some Scholars belicve that the Moatias could have been the original
inhabitants of Tripura State. The Social rites and ceremonies of the
Noatias bear a close resemblance to those of tHe Tripuris  Anthropolo-
gists like T. H. Lewin, R. H. Sneyd Hutchinchon and others have classified
the Noatias also under the Tripufis. This effort, however, has led me
to try to trace lhe origin of the Noatias from another standpoint.
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During somé¢ periods in the past, the limits of Tripura state had
extended uplo Burma from Brahmaputra and upto Aracan from the
borders of Bengal In . 1512 AD. Maharaja Dharma Manikya
occupied Aracan. At that time many Tripuri soldiers were attracted
by the natural abundance and casy livelihoed available in the region and
began (o settle down in Aracan permanently. Chittagong also came under
the rule of Tripura during the reign of Vijay Manikya (C. 1529-1565 A D.}.
At that time many Tripuri tribal people residing at the putskirts of the
capital fortified the southern boundary of the kingdom. In course of
time, cven after the consequent of the plain lands of Topura by the
Mogul rulers, those tribals of Aracan and Chittagong hill tracts did not
return to Tripura. In Aracan, these Tripuri (ribals began to setile at
*Naitong'. According to Burmese language ‘Naitong® means a hilleck

of bad omens.”

Gradually marriages took place between the Burmese and the Tripuri
tribals and the diffcrent Burmese titles such as Naitong, Mongbai,
Tongbat and Khzkle were conferred on them.

Again Aracan and Chittagong hill tracls were then predominently
inhabited by the Chakmas and the Mags. As a result, the Mags and the
Chakmas came closer to each olher and marriages came to take place
between the members of the two tribes quite frequently. These Tripuri
tiibals accepted some customs and culture of the Chakmas which have
synthesis in respect of the disposal of the dead.

Such matrimonial conlacts with the Burmeses, the Chakmas, the
Mags brought the Tripur tribals into offing a new tribe who, haowever,
came to consider themselves different from the Tripuris. After a long
interval, these Tripuri tribes retumed to their homeland with new trends
and cullure of society which they could not give up due to long practices.
Those people had settled in the south Tripura and [bst  contacted
with the culturc and custom of the Tripuri tribals. Afterwards when they
tried to mix with the Tripuris of Hill Tripura they fourd their cuiture
and custom werc different from those of the Tripuris of Hill Tripura

The new Triparis of this territory then came to he known as the
Noatia or Kata] Community. The word *Katal’ in Kok Borek language
means ‘New'. The term “Noatia® also means New., This tradition led
many people to think that the Noatia community has been a mixed tiibe.
It may be presumed that various tribals such as the Tripuris, the Burmeses,
the Chakmas, the Mags have been incorporated in this community. They
have been dwelling in Tripura since time immemorial and have been
persiing their old habits and religious beliefs. But during the last thirty
years of their conlact with the refugee from erstwhile East Pakistan now
called Bangladesh who arc DBanglees., a synthesis of  attitudes
and social demeanour has developed in the life pattern of these criginal

mmhabitants.

Ethnic Characier

The Moatia is of Tibeto-Burman stock having marked Mongolian
features. He has a broad head, small eyes, flat nose depressed at the
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base and scanty hair. He has had flat face and thick lip. His com-
‘plexion varics from yellow-brown to light brown.

The Noatia is of good physique with thick and strong heels. Male
Noatia i+ endowed with beards and moustaches and is of mcdium height.
The famale Noatia is calmly and a little shorter in stature.

Food and drink

The principal crop and staple food of the Noatia tribe is rice. They
are very fond of dry fish, pork and chicken. Their subsidiary food
consists of fish, vegetables ete. During the monsoon bamboc-shoot is widely
used as an article of alternative diet.

They are very fond of rice-beer. A good quantity of rice is kept for the
preparation of the country liquor. They brew their drinks like “Churak™
{distilled) and prepare “Butuk" (Langi). To prepare ‘Butuk or Lang!’
approximately 2 or 3 kg. of atop rice is taken and the rice is boiled. Alter
a few hours 'Chuan’ (made of leaf and bark of some particular wild
plants) is powdered and well mixed with this boiled-rice and put into a
carthen pitcher (Langi) and the mouth of the pitcher is covered with!
banana leaf. After three or four nights this Langi becomes drinkable.
This drink is used at the time of different festive celebrations in connexion

with the religion and for merriment.

Dress

The Dress of the Noatia tribe is of the simplest nature. The male
weat a thick turban and a narrow piece of Toin cloth and a guernsey
or shirt when they go out. When they arc at home, they put on a small
loin cloth around the waist and this is not more than three fect in length.
When they are in the field, they wear a napkin.

The Dress of tHe female is equally inornate. She covers her breasts
with a small piece of cloth embroidered with splendid artistic designs
which is locally known as Risha or Riah. The lower part of the body is
cuovered with a long piece of cloth which is known as Pachhra.

Adornment

The Noatia tribes take great care for their personal decoration and
hair-dressing. They are fond of ornaments made of Silver. They also
usc various kinds of ornaments made of flowers which they wear on hair
and ears. Ornaments are used in great guantity during the observance
of festivals and marriage ceremonies. On the occasion of marriage
festivals, large number, of ornaments are used by the women who attend
the ceremony. The brides are also given quite a load of ornaments to
decorate with.
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Their adornments reflect a good quality of : workmanship and
individuality. Below is given a list of ornaments in vogue among the

“oatia tribal women : )
Ear-Orngment  :  Dhedi (Dheri), Taiya and Wakhum.

Necklace + Kathichha or Kanthi, Hashi, Sat-lahari, Panch-
lahari, Rangbak and Mala.

Wrist-Ctrrament ©  Kasar and Cudi (Curi).
Nose-Ornament ¢ Kali and Bali.
AnkleOrnoment © Kharu and Paizeb.

Finger-Ornament : Yasilam.
House-type

On the hills, wherever is to be heard the sound of pigs and Hutter
Fuwls, it can easily be assumed with certainty that there are abodes of
the tribal people hidden behind the luxuriant vegetation. In Tripura,
due to their natural bent, they take initiative to build bouses with the help
of casily available forest products such as bamboo. wood. sungrass and
cane etc.

Tt is observed that generally the Noatia build their bouses on the top
of the tilla lands. Cottages, erected upon the square blocks of mud are
used by some tribals as their dwelling in the plans. Ussally the roof is
covered with sungrass of thaich. These dweling houses which have
their walls made of bamboos or sungrass arc all the whils plastered with
a thick coating of mud and cow dung on both sides Some have separate
sheds for cattle and paultry. The size and character of the houses vary
in accordance with the pecuniary position of the tribals. The other
thing which deserves to be stressed here is that lhe well-to-do tribals wsally
follow their Bengali neighbours in their conduct, demeanour. customs and
also 1n building their dwelling houses.

It has been witnessed that typical cottages are builf quis skill-fully
by the shifting cultivators on a raised plaiform. Such bowuses built about
seeren to eight feet high are known as Tong-ghar'. It 5 observed that
those dwelling houses are thatclied by two roofs, onc pant of each houses
leaning against the slope of a hill and the other part being supported by
wood or bamboo posts which remains standing in a beauuful artistic
manner. The lower part of a house upto’ the "'Tong® is two w three feet
ligh and the upper part from the Tong is nine to ten feet high. One-
fourth or one-third of a house is kept open and almost free. This parl
of the house is meant to be used as an open porch. The remaining part
of the house is walled up, the walls being made woven bamboo splits.
Such houses are found with only one door. No windows are to be found
in these huts. Usally variety of domestic animals are reared by the tribals
and they are kept under the "Tong-ghar'.

Another type of temporary dwelling house is seen to be built by the
Jhumias on the top of the hillocks synthesis to the above in the jhum
ficlds to guard the jhum cultivation against the depredations of birds and
animals living in the forests. These ‘Tong-ghars’ are exceedingly
heantiful to look at.
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lan

In reviewing the clans of the Noatia tribals, it is observed that the
history of most of them is buried in legends and myths of various types.
Generally the tribal clans are named after a particular leader or a place
or village 1o which the group origmally belonged. The names of their
clans are sometimes also derived from heroic deeds of the Lribal chiefs.
Sumetimes the clan are named after a profession, a' residence on a hill
or a river ncar which the original ancestors are said to have lived. A
few others are associated with the names of supposcd ancestors or Lotems
based on animals or trees or fruits etc.

The most of the clans of Noatias, it is learnt, were named when
they resided at Aracan.  As for instance, one of the clans of Noatia is
‘Naitong’ which according to Burmese term is ‘a hillock of bad omens’.

During my field trip, it is learnt that those tribals acquired the
following titles in Aracan which was their original abode as per (their
heroie deeds, profession, residence on hills or bank of the rivers where
the tribes lived. - The titles were Naitong, Gabeng, Khaklu, Apak, Fatung,
Mongbai, Tongbai, Keoa, Khalvi, Gaigra, Harbeng, Daindak, Kerang eic.
‘The tribes of the above clans who have been residing in Tripura are
known by Lhese titles.

Other clans of Noatia, it is learnt that the tities were endowed by the
different rulers of Tripura al different Llimes for their presentations to the
Kings. From those titles the different clans were known as Murasingh,
Totaram, Achlong and Garjan cte. who have been residing in Tripura
{rom the lime immemorial.

With a vew to having deep insight into the real historical phases and
events of Noatia tribes, I think, it is indispensable to make rescarches on
the Burmese¢ words that had moulded the original social status and
cnaracter of the said tribe from lime which goes back to C.1512 A. D
and onwards,

Family

The smallest unit of a family of the Noatia tribes consists of 2 man,
his wife and their unmarried children. This type of family is known
&s Nuclear family. The joint family system is also prevalent among
the Noatias. A special kind of joint family is on¢ consisting of distant
relations as members of the family. Those types of family are also
observed among the tribes

~ The family among the Noatias is patriarchal in nature. The sons
inherit the father’s property as a matter of right. Among the Noatias,
daughter cannot inherit her father’s property. Though the mother has

no legal right to the property, the opinion of the mother is held in high
esteem.

The Moatia tribes have adjusted themselves te the local Hindu
environment and have adopted the methods, customs and practices of
the region which in many respects differ from the traditional customs,
rituals and rules of the original abodes.
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Marriage

Monogomy is the common practice of the Noatia tribals but poly-
gamy is also permitted. Choice of the bride is the gencral profile of the
socicty. ‘Marriage by ncgotiation” is the commonly accepted form of
imarriage, Parents of the bridegroom and that of the bride meet at the
liouse of the bride where they finalise the delails of the marriage. The
marriage rite is performed by the Ojhai or the village priest on a schedule
date. However, other forms of marriage, such as *marriage by scrviece'
which is locally known as ‘jamai khaia® is alio prevalent among the

Menatias.

In modern times. marriage as a result of love is also met  with
among the people of this tribe. Child marriage is a very rare exceplion
in the society. Divorce can be effected on the adjudication of the village
chicf along with elderly persons of the villagc. Dowry system is ¢xistent.
Widow marriage among them is also prevalent.

Funeral Rites

Thie MNoatias cremate the corpse. The corpse is at first bathed and
dressed in new Cloth. When a person dies on  sunday or wednesdar,
thz funeral rite is not performed on that dav. On the following day,
they observe certain practices surrounding the dead body like other
aboriginals. When all the perfann_ances are over, the dead body is placed
on & scaffold and the bearers slowly move towards the eremation ground,
In case of wictims of Cholera, small pox, leprosy znd tuberculosis, the
corpeses arc disposed of by burial. Again, in case of death within a
month of the newly born baby, the corpse of that baby is placed in
a cradie and hung in a big tree in the dense forest.

Some well-to-do Noatias make chariot and the corpse is placed on it.
Drinking rice-beer, the funcral party sometimes pulls the chariot o the
burning ground. A man gets five layers and a woman seven lavers of
wood vpon the pyre. A son of the deceased sets fire to the mouth of
the diad by lighting siraw. In case, the deceased has no son, the right of
setting fire would go 1o brother or nephew in order.

After the corpse is consumed by fire, they preserve the bones and
ashes of the deceased for immersion in a river or a stream. On the
fourth day after the cremation, the cremation ground is washed and the
symbols of some birds made of cane are kept surrounding the cremation
ground If the deceased is a renowned person, a flag coloured with red
ur white is fastened on the top of and adjacent tall trees. Food consisting
of rice, curry and rice-beer is offered as dedication to the departed soul.

After the expiry of iwelve days, obsequial rites are observed in
accordance with the status and ability of the relation of the deceased.
Accaordingly to one's capacity, the ritual ceremony may be performed within
a year or so.

Religlous Belief

It has been noted that the religion followed by the Noatias is highly
influenced by the Hinduism particulary of sakti cult. They are found
to pay homage to the deities of the Hindus. A good number of the
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Moatias is found to lead the life of Vaisnava mendicants. Their faith and
religion have many common features with those of the Hindus. Like the
Hindus they believe that in the begining there was water all around betore
the universe was created.  This idea, 1t will appear, bears close synthesis
to the Hindu belief aboui creation.

There are considerable similarities between the religious  heiwfs,
rites, rituals and ceremonics of Murasingh and Totaram, 1wo clans of the
Moatias and the Jamatias. To set out on pilgiimage coery vear is & musl
among the worshippers of God Vishnu,  Generally they go o holy
places in India in batches.

They have two kinds of prests viz, the Brahmin Pandits and the
Ojkai. The Brahmin prigst worships 1he dehtes according 1o Brahminical
system and the Ojhai priest performs the pula in the traditional process,

Rituods

The Neatias have a pood number of popular pods end  poddesses
ard these they worship in the way prevalend among the tribal penple,
ThLey worship the deities through their Ojhai pricst.  Following is a brief
accounl of these Pujes.

Lempra Puja: This puja is held in arder to pmpitiate the preciding
deity of the sea and the sky before all the auspicious occasions such as
marriage, formal cntry into: a newly built house. consiruction of a  new
house and purification of & natal. This worship is performed with offcrings
of ege, poal, cock, goose and pigeon ete

Tuima Puja: Tuima stands for the worship of the poddess of
water. The tradition of th: Tuima is quite old and is supposed to have
existed among the Noatigs from even before the time of their embracing
Hinduimm. This worship is based upon the belief thal all lives originats
from pure warer, 2 widely shared primitive belief which in all probability
has Jod to the sacred wsage of sporinkling of water on the occasion of
religion: and feslinc occasions. Te celebrate the puja, they build a temple
made of bamboos just at the middle of a nearby river. They sacrifice
geas, buffalo etc, before the altar. During carly days, the 1rjbals would
alio sacrificc buffaloes bot this is no longer in vogue. The devotees pray
:19 the deity o thatl the deity would save them from all sorts of epidemic

I15&850s,

Ker Puja: This puja is celebrated during the months of Phalgun and
. Chaitra. [ is keld within a boundary marked sround Ihe village. The
signiffcant aspecl of this puja is that when it is in progress, no person or
cven o beast is allowed to enter or move out of the spacified boundary.
Should a viclation take place, the puja will be void and it has 10 be
arranged all Gver again. The trespessers are fifed, The fne is generally
illlpﬁscld either in kinds or cash, Every family in village hes to pay a
subscription towards a common purse for the holding of the sama.  This
puja is performed for the welfare of the village and its people.
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Garia Puja: This puja is rendered in order to propitiate the deity
for blessings. This worship is based on the beliefs that this ensures
weifare, good fortune and hilarity throughout the year in the villages.
They sacrifice cock before deily.  Rice-beer is the most essential item for
this puja. The Ojhai performs this puja and he has to remain on fast
ill the end throughout the worship. The ‘Ghot’ (carthen water-jar) of
Garia puja is generally put on the first day of Baisakh and the puja is
held gradually on the seventh day of the month of Baisakh. On the
seventh day the puja is completed and devotees start singing and dancing.
The villagers enjoy a very mirthful day and the echo of their merry making
with music and songs is heard through the villages.

Nekri Puja: The deity of this name is worshipped for the welfare
of the village and for protecting the Noatias for all sorts of harms. The
deily delights in receiving fowl or goal as sacrifice along with rice-beer,

Like the caste Hindus, the Moatia also worshipped warious Hindu
gods and goddesses such as Siva, Kali, Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswati.
The Chaturdas Devias (fourteen gods) and goddess Tripura Sundari are
also held in high cstcem by these people.

Magic

The Noatias are also found to cherish belief in magic, witch-craft,
ghosts, poblims, wizards, sorcerers cte. They have recourse to these
practices toward off evil spirits from the village. They perform various
rites and ritwals for the cnactment of magic. Such rites and rituals are
performed by an Ojhai.

Lanpucpe

The Noatias are one of the growing tribe inhabiting in Tripura.
The dialect they usc is called Tipra or Murang which helongs to the Bodo
group of the Tibeto-Burman sub-family of the great Tibeto-chinese family
of language. It is known as Kok-Borok, the main prevailing languags of
s¥lvan people of Tripura. Some Bengali and Assamese words had crept
into the Kok-Borok language at a remote past.

Now-a-days two groups of people are trying to push the claim of
iwo different scripts for writing the Kok-Borok language. One group is in
favour of the use of Bengali script and the others are trying to push the
Roman scripl. The government of Tripura has. however, accepted the
Bengali script for use in writing the Kok-Borek language. It is introduced
by the Government of Tripura in the primary stage of education for the
tribal children.

Reproduced below are some words out of thier dialeet.

What is your name? Nini Mung Tama 7
How do you do? Nung Bahai Tang?
I am well Aang kaham Tanga.
Where 15 your home ? Mini Nak Bura?
Where are you going ? MNung Boro Thang ?
I eat rice, Aang Mai Cha-a.

Give me water. Aana Tui Rudi
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Village Orponisation

The Noatias have a memory of a powerful village Organisation of
Burmese style of their earlier abodes. The village organisation ‘was
associated with socio-religious and  socio-political affairs  of the tribes.
Originally they had a chief named ‘Naran’ in the remolc past who, was
the supreme authority, used to run the administration with the different
categories of the courtiers. Those personnels were as follows :

i) Naran 1 The Chief of the village.
iil Pumang . Assistant to Naran and Commander
in=chief.
iii) Moulavi : Incharge of the Juba Samity.
iv) Sobhamali : A male assistant to Pumang.
v} Khemrang Mali : A female assistanlt 1o Pumang,
She had o see adultery cases,
vi) Chowdhury : He had 1o see the activities of
Roazas.
vii) Roaza ¢ Chiel of the hamlet.
viii) Dabeng : Deputy to Roaza,
ix) Karbari 1 Advisor 10 Roaza.
x} Singhabura : He had to discharge the different

functions of the hamilet like
marriages, rites and ritoals,

x1) Murchui : Police and Messenger.

The above pattern of village organisation is no longer prevalent,
at present, amongst the Noatias. The present village organisation of the
Noatias consists of the headman of each hamlet. The headman is known
as Roaza or Chowdhuri. He deals with different 1ypes of disputes in
consultation with other eld:rly persons of the village.

The following types of disputes are now-a-days, generally delt with
by the village council of the Noatias of this territory. (a) Case of divorce
ib) Adultery (¢} Theft {d)} Minor case. arising out of love affairs (e) Breach
of social rules or norms.

For development and to tackle . the disputes in the villages, the
Panchayat Organisation has been formed by the government with two to
three mouzas as its jurisdiction. The Panchayat Organisation in consulta-
tion with the village organisation works for the development of the village
and deals with multifurious disputes of ils area.

Population

According to 1971 Census, the Noatia is the seventh among the ninteen
tribes of the state of Tripura and the Moatia population is 10,297 formed
with 5269 males and 5028 females. The number shows a decrease of about
33.68%0 over the population of 1961, From the different Census reports,
i is observed that the Noatias are being enomerated separately only
from 1941 and onwards. Before 1941 they were enumerated along with
the Tripuris.
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In Table—4 is given the sub-division wise distribution of Noatia popula-
tion in Tripura according to the Census of 1971.

In Table—S5 is shown the growth of population of Meatia tribals Irom

1941 and onwards.

TABLE—3
" Year ~ Tribal Noaria
. P _fcipu.’arion B Population
1941 2,56,991 26,351
1951 2.27.958 24,992
10561 3,60,370 16,010
1971 4.50,544 10,297

population

09.12%
10.54%
40.44%
02.28%

Fducation & Lireracy

According 1o Census report of 1971, the educarienal break up of the

Moatias iz very deplorable.

into 507 literates and 9690 illiterates.

the females iz contemptible,

above,

The Census shows the division of the Noalias
The pereentagz of literacy ampng

Among the surveyed villages there are only
itiee MNoatias who have ottained educatiomal level of Matriculation and

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

Cultivarinn

The principal means of livelihood of the tribals is cultivation,
From the remoie past the tribals have heen

are also born cultivator.

They

practising cultivation for having fond and other crops by a process known
a; jhuming or shilting cuitivation, Generally the hill tribes do not like

cultivaton

plough

bullocks, buffaloes. plough and other implements.
is “takhul' which helps the entire jhum from cutting till harvesting,

because of the fact that they Jdo not
Their only implement

bother for

At

present, & good numhber of tribals of Tripura is being gradually adopting
plough cultivation and the government is trying te induce them to take
to the new method of agriculture.

TABLE—4
" Names of the - Population

Sub-Divisions Male Femuole Toral

1. Sadar 2 — 2
2. Khowai 1028 QGG 1994
3. Sonamura 808 BRé 1784
d.  Amarpur 1244 1070 2314
5  Belonia 471 452 925
6. Sabroom — — —-
7. Udaipur 052 1037 1989
8. Kamalpur 671 al7 1288
Y. Kailashahar i S sl
10. Dharmapagar 1 — 1
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Ammmal Husbandry

The Noatias have various domestic animals. The following are
worth mentioning : Cow, bullock, goat, buffalo, pig and pouliry birds
Bke fowl and duck etc. FEggs of poultry birds ara taken as food and
caifs are sold for money. This help them with additional income. The
government of Tripura has started a programme of animal husbandry to
provide the tribals an avenue of income. Pigs and poultry birds are being
distributed on subsidy basis to encourage them to have some profitable
occupations,

Handicrafts

Since the remote period, the tribals of this territory have been
producing handicrafts quite note worthy in structure, variety and beauty.
They make these handicrafts which exhibit-interesting artistic Jesigns
and forms. These articles are made of bamboo, bamboo-roots, cane, palm
leaves etc. with the help of tools of very simple nature. Among the local
industries, hand-spun weaving deserve special mention and it has a
singularity of its own. In the remote past, when yarn was amply available
in this region, the Noatia tribals used to produce wrappers, dubris (a piece
of skirt), bed-covers, screens and asanas in a large scale,

Besides weaving, cane and bamboo products also accupy a [ofty place.
Bamboo grows in adequate quantity in this territory. The Noatia tribals
manufacture many artistic things from the bamboo and its roots. They
also manufacture various types of household requirements from bamboo.
Manufacture of potiery and clav vessels have also been undertaken by the
tribals as their profession for subsistence.

The schemes of handicrafts promoted by the government will help
the tribals in earning some additional income. Some training eum produc-
tion centres are being run from tribal welfare funds. Grants are also
being extended by the government to Mahila Samities under these
programmes s¢ that the tribal women can pursue the treditional crafts
and utilise their spare time in the effective manner serving their best
interest and the national interest as well. The government of Tripura is
thinking seriously of making the small indusiries more broad based by
seeking more sclf-help from the tribal citizens of the state.

Wage earning

Some tribals earn wages as daily labourers in the fields owned by
others in their own wvillages. Sometimes they collect different forast
produce. The government of Tripura has chalked out different pro-
grammes for the provision of tribals as daily labourers at the time of dire
distress.

Employment

A very few of Noatia tribals work in the government offices and other
commercial firms on a monthly salary basis. The scale of pay is fixed by
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the employers. As the scope of employment is meagre in general, impetus
must be given to the floating of orchard, piggery, pouliry, dairy and
fishcry where possible. For this purpose they may be encouraged to {orm
small co-operative socictics so that they may not ruin in mismanagement
and rivalriness and the government should extend her helping hand in all
respect such as fund, land, equipment and guidance from time to time.
It is to be seen that these societies are based on trade basis in lien of

multipurpose one.



CHAFTER—III
S0OCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEY

With the objectives of assessing the socio-cconomic life of Noatia
tribes, 1he Direclorate of Tribal Research, Government of Tripura has
enitusted me with the work of field investigation of the Noatia (ribals
of the whole ten sub-divisions of three districts of Tripura State.
Accordingly & survey was undertaken with the extensive field trips 1o the
best of my ability and knowledge.

The concentrations of the Noatia tribals as to be found in  the
sub-divisions of Sadar (2), Khowai (1994), Sonamura (1784), Kamalpur
(1288), Dharmanagar (1), Udaipur (188%9), Amarpur {2314) and BEelonia
i923) according to the Census of 1971,

From the above, it is found that the population of MNoatia Lribes in
Dharmanagar and Sadar Sub-divisions is very negligible, so the survey
wurk of the above two sub-divisions was excluded.

According to Census report of 1971 as shown above, it s observed
that there was no Moatia tribes in Sabroom sub-division, notwithstanding
the [act that Shri H. C. Chowdhury, the Honourable Minister for Tribal
Wellare and Welfare of Scheduled Castes, Tripura hails from the Noalia
tribe belonging to Sabroom sub-division.  In this connection, | should
say thal most of the inhabitants of Noatia tribes of Sabroom sub-division
use the sumame ‘Tripura’.  Accordingly it tends, as it appears, the
enumcralors of Census Department to overlap them with the “Tripuris® in
lieu of “Noatia™

From: the surveyed hamlets of Sabroom sub-division and learning from
Jifferent sources, 1 think, the population of Noatia tribes of Sabroom
sdb-division would be approximatcly 2000 or above.

From the above Census Report of 1971, it is revealed that the number
of Noatia tribes of Kailashahar sub-division is *nil". It seems that the
enumerators of Census Department posted the Noatia tribes into *Tripuri’,
hecause most of the Noatia tribes of this sub-divisions use the surname
Tripura, As for instance, the honourable M.L.A. Shri Gopinath Tripura
hails [rom the Noziia tribe belonging 1o Kailashahar sub-division. Hence
I think, the enumerator of Census Department took him as one of the
Iripuri tribe.

It i observed from the investigation of some hamlets of Kailashahar
sub-division and having different informations, 1 think the population of
Nogtia tribes of Kailashabhar sub-division will be approximately 150 or
above,

From Table—5, under ihe sub-heading “Growth of Population™,
it reveals that the population of MNoatia tribes is a decreasing one which
appears to be a puzzling quesiion in view of the rate of the present
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growth of population. Hence I should say that the Census Department
failed to recognise and identify the different clans of Noatia tribes as a
result of which a section of them had been included in some other
categories.  With the present rate of growth of population in view, no
other inference is possible. It is more so when we know nothing of such

a disastrous phenomenon as can permit such an abnormal decrease.
Accordingly, 1 have completed the task of survey of the eight sub-

divisions which are; (i) Sonamura (i) Kamalpur (i} Udaipur (iv) Amar-
pur (v) Sabroom (vi) Belonia (vil) Kailashahar (viii) Khowai.

The findings have emerged from the extensive survey undertaken
a midst sumple population of eight sub-divisions in respect of socio-economic
condition. The finidings of the sample survey thus undertaken are
depicted in the subsequeni pages.

PART—I
SONAMURA
VILLAGE BACKGROUND

Locarion

I have undertaken the survey work in the following hamlets of
Sonamura sub-division under Melaghar Block Development Office in
relation to Socio-cconomic spheres of confined the Noatia tribes and
collected data of the same hamlets are appended below :

Neme of the hamlegs Number of households
1. MNandakumar para 14
2. Gopalnanda para 13
3. Bhairab Ch. Chowdhury para 33
4. Jairam Chowdhury para 11
4. Taisama 32
. Malum Ch. Chowdhury para K] |
7. Bisa Ch. Chowdhury para 24
#. Hala Kumar Chowdhury para 44

The two hamlets Nanda Kumar para and Gopalnanda para belonging
to Mohanbhog Colony which are under Chandigar Gaon Sabha and are
bounded by Kamratali Barar on the south, Kokrania village on the north,
Udaipur border on the east by and Melaghar on the west by. The feld inves-
tigation covers 27 houscholds with a population of 113 persons consisting
ol 57 males and 56 females of the two hamlets,. The above hamliets
stivated under Melaghar Block Development Office and are at a distance
of & kilometres.

The other two hamlets Bhairab Chandra Chowdhury para and jairam
Chowdbury para belong to Taibandal Gaon Sabha are bounded on the east
Mirza, on the west l'aishakandal, on the north and on the south by Noabari
and Dakhin Taibandal respectivelv.  Again  Taisama situated near
Chundal is under Taibandal Gaonsabha and is bounded on the cast hy
kanipathar, on the west by Jarihari charra, on the north and the south by
Gomti river and uttar Taibandal respectively.
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The field investigation covers three hamlets containing 76 familics
sonsisting of 45) persons with the break—228 males and 223  females.
The hamlets under Melaghar Block Development Office are at a distance
:f 16 to 18 kilometres.

The two hamlets Mahim Chandra Chowdhury para and Baisha Chandra
Chowdhury para belonging to Birendranagar Gaon Sabha are bounded on
she cast by Wangcharra, on the west by Sonamura—Nidaya Road, on the
:auth by Mainapathar and on the north by kathalia Gaon Sabha, The
saother ham'et Halekumar Chowdhury para of Mainapathar Gaon Sabha
=sunded on the east by pipuriakhala. on the west by Tulatalibari, on the
nurth by Birendranagar and on the south Karalva Charra.

The feld investigation covers three, hamlets containing 44 house-holds
cansisting of 433 persons having 218 males and 205 famales. The hamlets
under Melaghar Block Development Office are at a distance of 20 to 22
Kilometres.

There are some Charras flowing around the hamlets and they form
village houndary lines.

Cammunication

Nandakumar para and Gopalnanda para belonging to Chandigar
(Gaon Sabha which are under Mohanbhog colony have a jeepable road
passing al a distance of one and a half kilometres west of the hamiets.
Bhairab Chandra Chowdhury para, Jairam Chowdhury para and Taisama
hslonging to Taibandal Gaon Sabha have a road from Taibandal to Gumti
rivar at a distance of one to Four Kilometres,

Th: communication facility during the monsoon is distressing. The
road is jeepable only in fair weather. During the period of heavy rains,
the road becomes muddy and it is due to the Aowing of rain water from
the high slope. There are a number of small hilly zig zag tracts linking
the hamlets with one another.

Mazhim Chandra Chowdhury para, Bisha Chandra Chowdhury para
znd Halakumar Chowdhury para of Birendranagar and Mainapathar
Ciaon Sabhas have a metalled road from Kathalia to Sonamura at a
Jistance of 5 to 10 Kilometres. During the monsoon. some hamlets have
1o face great troubles for availing themselves of the metalled road.

Due to hilly nature of some of the areas as well as living for vears
tozether in the hilly tracts, the tribals at large have been accustomed to
covering very long distance solely on foot.  Somelime they have to
cross some charras which are used as tracts always for miles together.
During the monsoon, sometimes they have to cross these charras by
-wiming. Generally the tribals are not in the habit of carrying their
zgzricultural produce with the aid of any conveyances. Both men and
waomen folk carry their commoditics either on their head or in the baskets
o their back which are locally known as *Langa’.

Chaoracteristics of the Hamlet

During my survey, it is observed that the name of the hamlet is
= =2lly derived from the name of the headman of the hamlet. When the
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headman dies, the name of the hamlet would automatically t?: changed.
Like other sylvan people, the Noatia tribals select thier houses

on the hillocks.

Generallly, once a week the tribals enjoy weekly markcf. On a
market day, it is a strcam of both male and female tribals with baskets
on their backs coming to the market up and down the hills from miles
tagether.

It iz learnt that women are allowed 1o enjoy cqual status of frecdom
with their male countorparts.

It is also learnt at the time of survey that (he p:upllc of one
subclan do not participate either in marrage or Ffuneral rites of the
other sub-clan lhough they are residing side by side.

The sub-clan of Murasing and Totaram of the Noatia tribes have
cmbraced Vaisnavism.  According to them rearing of fowls, goats,
pigs is taboo. So the tribals of those communitics of this arca do not
foster any beast or bird save and except cows and bullocks. The people
of this category do not cremate the dead body. According to  them,
they are to bury the dead bodies building arbour in the graveyard. It
has been reported that to set out on pilgrimage in every year is a must
by the well-to-do member of this tribe.

No instance of social clash is heard at the time of survey. There
are harmony and solidarity among the tribals and non-tribals in some of

the surveyed hamlets.

Different Facility

In the surveyed hamlet people are not having medical facilities in
thc truc sensze of the term. In case of urgent necessity, the tribals have
to depend on herbal medicings. They do not get medical facilities from
the government dispensary which ic situated at a distance of ten to thirty
kilometres.

All the surveyed hamlets have no pood sources of drinking water.
There are wery few government ring-wells and  tube-wells  which are
inadequate in proportionate to the number of population in the hamlets.
Generally they have to depend on nearby charras  which are flowing
around the hamlets. Some of them have facilities from Katcha wells
excavated by the well-todo Bengalee neighbours. To some cxtent, the
general sanitation of the hamlets is tolerable though not satisfactory.

It has been reported that poultry birds often suffer from different
diseases. Sometimes those diseases turn into epidemic form.

In some forest areas, the tribals are permitted to take fire-wood for
domestic purposes but not allowed for sale,

Humlet Administration

With regard to social leadership in the surveyed hamlets generally
the Chowdhury or the hamlet chief plays an important role in the hamlet,
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The Chowdhury sits with the elderly persons of the hamlet to settle
disputes. He also looks afler other affairs of the locality. When a case
15 complicated and not easy for solution, the Chowdhury acts in consulta-
tion with the elderly persons of the hamlet and reports the jnatter to the
Panchayat Organisation.

DEMOGRAPHY

Population

All the survered hamlets of Sonamura Sub-division consists of a
moderately small population.  All the hamlets have other communities
like tribals of other se¢cts and Bengalees. There is no freemixing between
the dilferent communities which may be due to different religious practices
by them. Mutual respect between the two folds is unknown.

The undermentioned Table—&6, will show the general distribution
of population of all the surveyed hamiets of Senamura sub-division.
There are 202 households in the surveyed hamlets. The total population
comes to 977 consisting of 503 males and 474 females. The average size
of the ramily is 4.8

Femal birth ratein some of the hamlets in preater than that of
male birth rate. 1t is observed at the time of my field trip that most of the
adull females are equally active as the male members. The dependent
membeis are significantly higher in the hamlets. Tt has been reported
that one houschold of Mohanbhog colony has deserted afler drawing the
grant of jhumia settlement.

TABLE—#&
Distribution of Population
Name of the ‘No, of  Toal  MNo.of %  Noof %
hambets. fami- men- males, fema-
lies. bers. les.
m—‘_l_-. T 2 3 4 2 L 6 - 7
| Nandakumar para 14 54 23 426 1 574
2. Gopalnanda pars 13 59 3 576 25 424
1. Bhairab Ch. Chow-
dhury para 1 207 102 49.2 105 50.8
4. Jairam Chowdhury
para 11 50 27 540 X ] 46.0
5. Taisama 32 194 % 510 95 490
6. Mahim Ch. Choaw-
dhury para 31 118 68 576 50 42.4
1. Bisha Ch. Chow-
dhury para 24 112 57 0.8 55 49.2

8. Halakumar Chow-
dhury para 44 183 93 508 20 49.2
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Composition of Family

A nuclear family is one having of parcnts and unmarried children.
A rpecial joint family is one consisting of even distant relation as members
of family. The number of households captioned under special  joint
family is very negligible. That type of family is not preferred among the
surveyed hamlets,

It ic observed that there is a strong tendency towards the nuclear
tvpe of family. Concentration of nuclear familics in between the size
groups of five to seven indicates the average choice. The system of joint
family in some of the hamlets is not preferred.

Marital Status

In general, timely marriages are solemnised. It is the common
practice among the people of this Sub-division. There is a tendency of
<ome families to givc their sons in marriages a bit-earlier. This follows
from the fact that some parents desire to make their sons self-supporting
with the solemnisation of marriage ceremony and get separated. Generally
marriage are take place at the age of 20 for male and 15 for female.

Love marriage is observed. In recent times demand for dowry from
the groom side is gradually gaining ground. Divorce can be effected on
the adjudication of elderly persons of the hamlet.

During my field trip, it is learnt that the people prefer marriage by
negotiation. Widow remarriage may be initiated. There are eighteen
widows and twentysix widowers in the surveyed hamlets.

Educarional Facility

The member of School-going children is very deplorable. Educational
status slightly differs between the two sexes. There is significant fall in
the number of girls with any primary school. 'While considering the
educational status of the surveyed hamlets, it is found that there is higher
precentage of illiterate.

During the conversation with the tribals, it is observed that there
is no tenacity of the guardians of some of the surveyed hamlets to send
their wards to the primary schools. On the other hand it has been reported
that one teacher of a junior basic school is very irregular. He turns up
to the school from a distance of 15 kilometres daily. During the monsoon,
rvads of the interior tribal hamlets/villages become very miserable.
Hence, attendance of the so-called teacher in the monson become
contemptible.

AGRARIAN STRUCTURE
Land & irs wrilisation

Most of the villagers of this area have takenup settled cultivation
and horticulture in recent years. With moderate rainfall the average
vutput of paddy stands 20 maunds per acre. In absence of current land-
revenue records, it is not feasible to have official data on holdings. As a
result, I shall have to satisfy, to some extent, with rough estimation based
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sn information gathered from the hamlets during the survey. In Table—7
below, picture of land utilisation is shown and the distribution of house-
holds by land-owner and landless is furnished in Table—8.

There are some ponds in some of the hamlets and these have been

utilised as small fsheries.

small orchards around their homesteads.

Considering the large arca under cultiveble waste, a proper reclama-
tion of waste land is most cssential in order Lo oring more land under

agriculture so as raise greater agricultural yield.

Some houscholds have vegetable gardens and

TABLE—7
Distriburion of Operational Holdings In Acres
In Acres
““Tameol e = Total Total Toigl Tow@l  Toaml
hamiets, lunga tilla homes- lunga tilla
land land tead undes undor
land culliva- cultiva-
tion tion
' el S S BOLST L
1. Nandakumar para 9200 41.60 0240 0920 1500
2. Gopalnanda para 8.40 63.20 02.00 D2.40 31.00
3. Bhairab Ch. Chow-
dhury para 11.60 62.40 07.60 10.00 20.00
4. Jairam Chowdhury
para 18.40 1560 0230 1840 OLI0
5. Taisama 39.60 14.80 04.40 37.00 07.40
6. Mahim Ch. Chowdhury
para 47.60 2280 0680 47.60 11.00
7. Bisha Ch. Chowdhury
para J8.00 11.20 05.80 I8.00 05.40
& Hala Kr. Chowdhury
para 82.40 27.60 12.40 79.00 27.60
TABLE—§
Distribution of houscholds by land owner and landless
Name of the ‘Mo.of T Land ¥ Land — %
hamlels house. owWner dfs[rif lassz distri=
holds bution bulion
R ] 3 1 R 6.0
1. Nanda Kr. para 14 12 85.7 02 14.3
2. Gopalnanda para 13 13 100.0 —_ —_
3. Bhairab Ch. Chowdhury
para 13 22 66.6 11 111
4. Jairam Chowdhury
para 11 11 100.0 — =
5. Tajsama 22 22 68.7 10 31.3
6. Mahim Ch. Chowdhury
para 3 29 815 02 06.5
7. Bisha Ch. Chowdhury
para 24 23 95.8 01 4.2
8. Hala Kumar Chowdhury
44 44 100.0 —_ —_

para
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Qut of the total households as shown in Table 8 above, 166 house-
holds are big cultivators who possess 2 acres and  above, 10 houscholds
possess | to 2 acres and thus occupy the middle position in status and 26
heuseholds are landless.

Apricufrural Method

Settled farming and garden crops are the general methods of agriculiure
in the surveyed hamlets. The garden crops are cultivaled on the lower
hill slopes which are turmeric, ginger etc. The banana plantation is quite
significant. Low lands between two hillocks are used sometimes for boro
cultivation. Irrigation facility in some of the areas is poor. So water in the
rains may be stored up by excavation of ponds, tanks and construction
of bundh in the charras.

The government had introduced different crops and method of
cultivetion in the hamlels, somctimes it proves a failure dus to poor
enthusiasm from the village who are callous for any change.

Livextock & Poultry

Cattle populations of the surveyed hamlets is not satisfactory. It is
already mentioned that the sub-clans Murasingh and Totaram having
embraced Vaishnavism, rear only milch cowa for milk and bullock for
caltivation. Most the tribals of the surveyed hamlets are wvery poor.
So they cannot purchase bullocks. Some of the tribals got subsidy grints
from the governmenl lo purchase bullocks for cultivation. The number
of pigs is undoubtedly low for tribal hamlets.

Based on information collected from the persons of the hamlets,
Tghle—9, has been drawn up to show the ownership of livestock and
poultry of the surveyed hamlets,

TABLE—9
Distribution of Livestock and Poultry.

Name of the hamlets Bullock Milch Pig Goat Fowl
1. NManda Kr. para 0o 04 07 ni 11
2. Gopalnanda para 04 01 05— 16
3. Bhairab Ch. Chowdhury para 22 11 —_ — —
4, Jairam Chowdhury para 12 ™M - - &
5. Taisama 36 15 49 29 7
6. Mahim Ch. Chowdhury para TR B S 174
7. Bisha Ch. Chowdhury para 22 I1 47 06 209
B. Hala Kr. Chowdhury para 27 12 6 o7 23

Tm.’_ ond Implement

The prestige of sylvan people depends not only on the possessions
of lands and cattle but also on the number of tools and implements used
by them for the agricultural activities. The picture of tools and imple-
ments vsed by the tribals reflects their position in agriculture. Table—10
beiyw, shows the total number of such tools and implements as is observed
ot -l time of survey.
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TABLE—10
Distribution of Tool and Implement
" Name of the hamlets Plouh Spade Harrow Sickle Takhal _
I. Nanda Kr. para 05 12 05 16 18
2. Gopal Nanda para 02 1.4 02 15 21
3. Bhairab Ch. Chowdhury
paia 1 23 14 21 27

4, eram Chowdhury para 1] 14 08 19 2zl
5. Taisama 18 217 18 42 67
6. Mahim Ch. Chowdhury

para 16 1 19 47 54
7. Blsha Ch. Chowdhury

pary n 24 12 37 43
f Hala Kr. Chowdhury para 14 48 15 8l 97

ECONCMIC STATUS

Income

In determining the economy of a village, items of income, expen-
diture and indebtness are the main sources to be dealt with., During
the short term of the survey in the hamlets, it is not always feasible to
have & correct informations yet every nerve has been strained to bring out
correct and precise data in respect of socio-cconomic life of the village.

Agriculture is the principal source of basic economy of people of
Tripnra. By and large, agriculture is also the prime source of livelihood
of the Noatia tribes of this area. The system of agriculture as prevalent
among them cannot keep the people engaged through out the whole
year because of the fact that labour force in the domain of agriculture
by far out number the provision of land and capital. Over *and above,
a good number of tribals is landless. So they have to depend on earning
from other sources.

The secondary occupation of the tribals is day labouring. Tt is
reported that with daily engagement, a worker can eamn only two to three
rupees only. A very few of them e¢arn something by collecting and selling
fire wood. The rate of those catcgories is four to five rupees per day.
No body is found in the surveyed hamlets to earn livelihood from the
salaried job.

I is obrerved that some tribal girls are engaged in the profession
of lailoring is under Mahanbhog Colony. Ii is learnt from the tribal
supervisor that the tailoring not very lucrative profession in this village
due to non-availability of market. The tribal inmates cannot compete
with the same products of the market. Considering the subsistence level
uf living of the poor tribals and absence of alternative employment,
tailoring may be encouraged. The government may provide better training
facilitics to the tribal inmates in tailoring.

Considering the economic position of the iribals of the surveyed
hamlets that the average annual income per houschold of the cultivators
is abovi Rs. 800/- and that the avcrage ratc of daily labourer is Rs. 4.50p.
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Expenditure

In most cases when the tribals werc asked about their monthly
cxpenditure, either they could not remember the exact amounts of
expenditure incurred on different items of their day to day requirements
or they told us such a figure which could not tally with the 1otal members
of the family. It is very difficult on the part of a simple and illiterate
tribal to remember all the different heads of expenditure. They do not
know the family budgeting and indifferent to the real expenditure.
The tribals are fond of eating, drinking and merry-making at the cost
of all they eamn. They do not think of the to-morrow.

From the surveyed hamlets, the same picture rcw.:lﬂs. It has ]:-::n
reported that the tribals are very pronc 1o exaggeraic their expenditure
on unproductive purposes.

The people have to depend more or less on herbal medicines which
are available from the quacks. So expenditure in this respect is thought
10 be very meagre.

The tribal characteristic of the people is their alluring fascination
for regular consumption of intoxicants like rice beer or country liquor,
Intoxicants like rice-beer are brewed at home and consumed by all
Hence percentage of cxpenditure in this regard is although a bit high.

From the above, it may be concluded that fifty percent people of the
surveyed hamlets are economically backward class who are half-fed and
ill-clad.

lLoan ond Imdebtedness

During my field trip, it is learnt that many among the tribals arc
compelled to take loan. The loan facilities as available to the tribals at
present are mostly from government sources, private source and own
SaVINgEs SOUTCEs.

GOVERNMENT SOURCE

a) Development loans.
b) Thumia settlement loans.
¢) Agricultural loans through Co operative Bank.

FRIVATE SOURCE

8} Loan from Village Mahajan.
b) Loan from Pady Merchant.
¢) Loan from Villager.

OWN SAVINGS SOURCE

a) Loan from Dharma Gola.
b) Loan from Grain Gola.

The Mahajans or the money-lenders are the chief from whom loans
are rvailable at an exorbitant rate of interest being 509 to 100%. The
loans are also obtainable from the paddy merchants on the terms of



29

repayment not by cash but by paddy, sometimes the paddy is costlier
the time of taking loan and much cheaper at the time of harvesting
geagon i.e. when loans are to be repaid. The rate of interest is high varying
75 to (15 kilograms of paddy against onc hundred rupces. Those moncy
lenders or paddy merchants are available in the nearby markets. Usually
the landless wribals do not have heavy amount of loans which are paid
generally in exchange of labour during agricultural operation.

The tribals borrow money for both productive and unproductive
purposes. Productive purposes cover the borrowings for the purchase
of seeds, manures, tools and implements. Most of the loans of this
category together with the interest accrued there to as mentioned ahove
arc being squard off within the same agricultural year. Unproductive
purposes cover the borrowings for meeting up the expenditure for marriage
ceremony, funeral rites, medical treatment and litigation ete. They are
available by transfer of land though with the same rate of interests as
enumerated above. During my survey of this area, it reveals that they,
in general, cut a very sorry figure in making repayment of the loans of
this kind. As a result, they lose the produce of the mortgage land besides
being thrown open to the danger of loping 4 fon good. In short, the
mahajans or the money-lenders are sucking their blood resulting in the
state that the tribals are becoming poorer and poorer.

SUGGESTION

With the cbjectives of assessing the socio-economic spheres of Noatia
tribes, a survey was undertaken in eight hamlets of Sonamura sub-division
consisting of 202 households. In the foregoing pages, the socio-economic
life of the Noatia tribes of the above sub-division has been depicted.

Despite of their far-reaching development in their cultural life due
to their intimate contact with the Bangalecs coming from ncigh-bouring
districts of defunct East Pakistan now called Bangladesh; the economic
life of the Noatias of this area has not heen improved.

A few suggestions for remedy are most needed for the welfare of the
Noatia tribes in general and especially in the socio-economic spheres of
the socially depressed sections.

1. Dadan system ie. money-lending practices at exorbitant rate of
interest should be forth with put an end to. In this connexion, establishing
of Dharmagela and Graingola to provide better credit facilities to them
may be encouraged among the tribals. In this respect. Mohonbhog
Colony of Sonamura sub-division may be cited as an example of this kind
where colony inmates deposit money and paddy in the Dharmagola or
Graingola for their rainy day. It is learnt from the tribal super visor
of the same colony that money and paddy have been extending as loan
with interest to the inmates when the necessity arises. The interest given
by the tribals are kept in the credit of those inmates. So I would suggest
that the government may kindly be urged to take initiative and to
encourage the poor tribals to establish the golas on Co-operative basis in
all tribal colonies/villages under the direct Supervision of the Tribal
Exlcn.si_on Officers or the Tribal supervisors as deemed prudent and
convenient.
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2. In absence of government officials, management of the goals is
1o be entrusted to sincere and honest members of the socicty and a constant
inspection is to be ensured from the side of the government so that the
shadly dealings of the members and leakage in the stock may not cheat
the simple and innocent iribal members of the society. [If such bold steps
are taken by the government, it is sure, the tribals will be able to sland
in good stcad against the deceitful and erafty money-lenders who have
been mercilessly exploiting the tribals from generation to generation.

3. Duec to marsh in lunga land, the output in the same land is
deplorable and not up to the mark. In order to accelerate the yield in
the lunga land, it is most csiential to reclaim the marshy land by way of
excavating the side channels on both sides of the tilla land,

4, Some iribals of this area are in possession of the homestead on
khas lands. Suitable measures should be taken for conferring ownership
tight on the tribals for their homestcad land so that they may have
cncoursgement in this regard.

5. Many tribal superviser cannot speak with the tribal in their
mulher tongue to discharge their day to day works Training in tribal
language especially the Kok-Borok which is the major language of Tripura
tribals should be introduced among the tribal Supervisors and the Tribal
Extension Officers, During my ficld trip, it is observed that the Tribal
Extension Officers and the Tribal Supervisors have enough time and
opportunity to leam the tribal lanpuage by way of speaking with tribal
inmates of their area. I would suggest that the tribal Extension Officers
and the Tribal Supervizors should be informed well in advance say at least
twa ycars ahead that those successful candidetes may be provided with two
to three advance increments in their basic pay. In this way the non-tribal
officers may be extended incentive to learn the tribal language.



PART—II
KAMALPUR
VILLAGE BACKGROUND

Location

1 have undertaken the survey work in the following hamlets of
Kamalpur sub-division in relation to Socio-Economic life, confined to the
Noatia tribes and collected data of the same hamlets are appended below :

5l No. Name of the hamlets Number of families
l. Muliroy Roaza para 41
2. Chandmchan Roaza para 11
3. Ashapurna Roaza para ir

Maliroy Roaza para belonging to Maharani Gaon Sabha 1s under
the district of North Tripura and is bounded by Mendihower M. T. Colony
on the east, Kalapahar (Atharamura) on the west, Barachowdhury para
inhabited by Tripuri community on the north and by Birata Kumar Roaza
para inhabited by Noatia Community on the south. The investigation
covers 41 households consisting of 215 members. The hamlet located
under Salema Block Development Office is at a distance of 15 Kilometres

from Salema Bazar.

The hamlet Chandmohan Roaza para belonging to Paschim Dulu-
chaira Gaon Sabha under the disirict of North Tripura and is bounded
by on the east Paschim Dulucharra and on the west Kalapahar (Athara-
mura) and on the north Ashapurma Roaza para and on the south by Nali-
chatra. The investigation concerns with 11 families with a population of
38 persons. The hamlet situated under Salema Block Development Office,
is at a distance of 9 kilometres from Salema Bazar.

The another hamlet Ashapurna Roaza para belonging to Paschim
Dulucharra Gaon Sabha is under the district of North Tripura and is
bounded by on the east Paschim Dulucharra and on the West Petramura
Kalatilla and on the north Dupicharra and on the south Chandmochan
Roaza para. The investigation concerns with 07 households having a
population of 32 members. The hamlet situated under Salema Block
Development Office, is at a distance of 11 kilometres from Salema Buzar.

Communication

Communication facilities of these hamlets are very miserable. 1t is
learnt that from the time immemorial the people of the surveyed hamlets
suffer from worst and arduous communications. Recently the government
has completed the construction of about four Kilometres road. The
hamlct tracts maintained by the dwellers arec not At for easy passage for
outsiders,

Lue to hilly nature of some of the arcas, people have 1o use charras
as tracts for miles together. During monsoons, the charras are fully of
waler 1o the brim and water overflow sometimes for hours together.
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People have to face great difficulty in crossing the tracts. During heavy
mensoon, those so called tracts remain closed due to crosion of soil along
with bamboo trees of both the banks. Due to heavy rains, sometimes
roads become very muddy and it is due to the flowing water from the

high slopes.

In seasons other than monscons, the tribals are accustomed to
crossing up and down along hilly tracts which run in a zig zag course.

Characteristic of the Hamler

[t is learnt that the people of one household generally participate
in all festivals of the other family. Two different clans have been
inhabiting in the surveyved hamlets and they have no difference in sucial
status like that prevails in some arcas of Tripwra. It is obscrved that
good relationship exists among the dwellers.

Density of popuation in this area is very poor. This cannot give rise
to any market in these localities. So the people of Maliroy Roaza para
have 1o depend on a market named Santirbazar, which & at a distance
of 17 kilometres and on another market named Salema Bazar, which is at a

distance of 15 kilometres.

Afain the people of Chandmohan Roaza para and Ashapurnma Roaza
para huve to depend on & market named Kulai Bazar which stands at a
distance of 10 kilometres and on another Salema Bazar) at a distance

of 9 kilometres.

CHandmoban Roaza para and Ashapurna Roaza para are forest hamlets
so they have little attachment to the places which they occupy.

Liffercny facility

There is no source of drinking water like ringwells or tube-wells.
Gienerally the tribals have water from nearby charras for which, it has
been reporied that they suffer from various diseases like stomach troubles,
diairhoea and dysentery.

The general health of the surveyed hamlets is quitc unsatisfactory
and this may besides the scarcity of pure drinking water largely be due to
the want of nutritious food. There is no medical facility in the truest
sense of the term within the surveyed hamlets. In case of urgent necessity,
the tiibals have to go to the village guacks.

I is observed that one leper has been inhabiting in  Chandmohan
Roaza para who sits, acts and drinks freely with other people of the
hamlet. They have very shallow idea about leprosy perhaps due to their
ignorance of this contiguous disease.

Hamler Organisation

~ Must of the functions of the hamlet were underiaken by the tradi-
tional village council, but il does not exist here. At present all the Func-
tions are carried out by the Roaza.  All the Roazas of the different
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hamlets mest together and distribute the jhum lands amongst the right
persons. Generally the Roazas of each hamlet try petty cases like divorce,
aduitery and other miscellaneous disputes of the hamlets. Complicated
- cases are dragged to Panchayal Organisation for alleviation.

DEMOGRAPHY

Population

All the surveyed hamleis of Kamalpur sub-division consist of moderate
rate of population. ‘There are no other communities save and except
the Noatias, Mutual understanding coupled with amity among them in
their day lo day activilies is observed.

There are 59 families in all the surveyed hamiets and the total popula-
tion comes to 285 with the break up—144 males and 141 females. The
average size of the houscholds is 4.8. Table—11 below, shows the general
distribution of population of all the survered hamlets of Kamalpur sub-
division.

It is learnt that twenty five Noatia households from the Periphery
of the bottoma of Atharamura (Kamalpur Sub-division) have deserted to
various places of Tripura due to poverty and paucity of jhum land with per-
fect condition. It has been reported that ten families from Ashapurma
Roaza para, fourteen families from Chandmohan Roaza para and two
families from Maliroy Roaza para have deserted to different places for the
Same causes.

TABLE—-11

Distribution of Popufation

Name of the hamlets No. of Total Male %  Female %
families Nos.

ey i - —t

1. Maliroy Roza ;
para 41 215 113 5246% 102 474%

2. Chondmohan Roaza

para 11 38 17 44.8% 21 552%
3. Ashapuma Roaza

para o7 32 14 43.3% 18 54.249%
Compusition of family "

The type of nuclear family is the general profils of the society. The
type of joint-family is observed in some of the households. There are
three special joint-familics found in the surveyed hamlets. Most of the
adult female folk are equally active like that of male folk.

. Average family consist of four to six members. In some households,
it is observed that female members have greater importance and play vital
role in domestic life.
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Marital siatus

Early marriage is not favoured. It is observed that both early
marriage and late marriage are not  found. Usually timely marriage is
held among the members of the surveyed hamlets. It is learnt that there
are five widows and three widowers in the surveyed hamlets.

Marriage by ncgotiation is the customary rule of the socicty. There
love marriage cases are solemnised. Child marrage is not found.

Remarriage after widowhood is the gencral profile of the ' soLicty.
There is no social bar td divorce. 1t is effected by the adjudication of
the Roaza and the elderly persons of the hamlet. Three divorce cases are
found.

Lducarional facilities

In respect of education facilities in the surveved hamlets, it may be
said that most of the population stll remain illitcrate. A primary school
is situated in midst of the Maliroy Roaza para named ‘Maliroy Para
Junior Basic School’. It is lcarnt that there are twenty five studenis in
the numerical strength of the whool having a tribal teacher. The teacher
is not found in the hamlet at ime of my surveyr. Tt is heard that the
=0 called teacher was waiting for his pay at Kamalpur from the last three
days. The parents are very indifferent to the education of their wiards
They caie little to send them to the school.

There is no school at Chandmohan Roaza para and  Ashapurna
Roazs para. Tt is learnt from reliable source that a school was sanctioned
by the Education Department for the above two  hamlcis.  But  the
inhabitants remaining pacsive in the matter have failed to avail them-
selves of the opportunity. Thev show no zeal for schooling their wards.

AGRARIAN STRUCTURE

Land and its wiilisation

Jhuming or shifting cultivation is practised by the tribals of Maliroy
Roaza para, Ashapurma Roaza para and Chandmohan Roaza para of
Kamalpur sub-division. The usual practice’ with these tribals is to use a
fresh cleaning for onlv one cropping alMer which the land is abandoned
for a few years to allow [resh vegetation to grow.  Jhuming or shifting
cultivation as a system of farming is highly inefficient in the sense that
both the output per acre and the yield per worker in jhuming or shilting
cultivation are extremely lw. Again, these seem, however. 1o be no
serious difference of opinion in the fact that ot involves a greal wa.le in
terms of soil erosion and damage of forests

Out of forty one families in Maliroy Roaza para only five families
have adopted both settled cultivation in the plain lands adjacent to their
abodes and shifting cultivation on hillocks in Kalapahar. It is observed
that harvest of the plain lands were in undated by the recent flood of
Tripure
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Due to absence of current official records on land holdings, it s not
feasible 10 assess actual lands of the hamileis. Based on information
collected during the Survey, the data are shown in Tabie—12 below, in
respect of lands possessed by the tribals in this year and the distribution
of households by land owner and landless is furnished in Table—13.

TADBLE—I12
Disiribution of operational holdings
Nameofthe  Totsl  Total  Total  Lunga  Tilla
bamlets lunga tilla Home- land land
land land stead under under
cultiva cultiva-
tlan tion
1 2 3 4 5 6
I. Maliroy Roaza 56.80 22360 0480 3500 223.60
para.
2. Chandmohan Roaza 01.40 43.20 01L& Q0l.60 43.20
P
3. Ashspurna Roaza 01.60 11.40  01L10 0120 11.40
pira.

TABLE—13
Distribution of Households of land owner and landless

Name of the hamlets -M:r. of -‘La..'md- %o Lendless %
house- owner

holds
1. Maliroy Roara 4] 34 829% 07 17.1%
para.
2. Chandmohan Rpaza 3] 0 50.9% al L B
para.
3. Ashapurna Roaza n7 0 R3.7% ol 14.3%7
para.,

Out of total households as shown in Table—I3 above, 34 households
are big cuitivetors who possess 2 acres and above, 11 household possesws
1 to 2 acres and thus occupy the middle pusition in status and 09 house-

holds are landless.

The tribals of the different hamleis are practising jhum cultivation
on the tilla lands shown in Table—12 above, situated at Kalapahar (Athara-
murd) which are not fixed of tenurial rights to the tribals of the surveyed
hamlets. It is learmt that they are not vet lorhidden to cultivate under
Jhuming on tilla lands of Atharamura. | have had an opportanily Lo
observe their jhum products above the hillocks. [ think, the people of
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different areas of those localities are exploiting the unprotected forest
resoutces. The tribals have their supplies from the unprotected forest
areas like wooden posts, bamboos and sungrass free of cost.  Fire wood
is the casy available products which grow in abundance there.

Agricuiural method

In connection with the methods of shifting cultivation, the tribals
observe a series of rites from beginning to the time of harvesting. The
full operation is of eight stages viz. (i) Sclection of site (ii) Cutting the
forest (iiiy Burning of dry jungles (iv) jhum cleaning (v) Sowing of
seeds (vi) Weeding the jhum (vii) Watching the c¢rops and (viii)
Harvesling.

In selecting the jhum' site, they prefer hill slopes. During the period
from sowing to full growth of the crops, they have to take great care for
Irequent weeding which is most essential for protecting the jhum products,
Women and children also participate in this work. The work of weeding
is practised thrice on average.

A jhumia helps his neighbour with mannual labour, when he needs,
His ncighbour also in his wurn comes to help him in the same way in his
jhuming operation.  Cultivation of jhum depends on the monscon.
Work of sowing seeds begins after a shower ie. first rain of the season
The entire family take their bath before they start cultivation. Various
kinds of vegetables and cereal seeds and one Kind of paddy along with
powdered earth in accordance with specified proportion are mixed in a big
basket which are distributed amongst the tribals in their respective small
baskets which are locally known as ‘Chempai’. At the time of sowing,
they stand in row and start to dig holes with the help of takhal (a kind of
hoe} where the sceds of various kinds are sown. During the operation of
jhuming, the woman-folk sing songs. The scene is joyous and has a beauty
of its own. It is better if rain comes just after sowing, then the seeds
are covered with earth. In such case, the seeds are saved from birds and
ants.

The jhumias do not forget to take necessary mcasurcs to safeguard
the jhum crops from wild animals such as hill rats, different kinds of birds,
monkeys, deer, elephants and especially boars. So they build ‘Machang
Ghar which is ten to twelve feet in height from the ground and live in
such machang ghar in order to keep 2 keen watch over the wild animals
with a view to scaring them away. They use a varicty of implements
made of bamboos which are known as ‘Wathop® for this purpose and
make a net made of ropes. Bows and arrows are also used. Adult
members of jhumias households reside in the machang ghar till the
harvest time.

Normally at least after ten years of fallowing, the plot becomes
suitable for re-juming. Now-a-days because of reservation of forest jand,
the jhumias go to the same plot before the full period of fallowing.
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Livestock & Poultry

For jhumias, live-stocks and poultry are not an important part of
their economic acrivities. Because of the shifting of their abodesas they
have to reside in the jhum field along with the members of the households
for a period of five months, the jhtumias attach little importance to the
rearing of livestocks and poultry. Table—I14 below, as prepared with the
data collected during the time of survey from the dwellers by questionnarie,
shows the position of livestocks and pouliry birds.

TABLE—I14
Distribution of Livestock & Poulrry

' Name of the hamlets  Bullock Milch  Pig  Goat  Poultry

1. Maliroy Roaza para 0 0 45 — 131
2. Chandmchan Roaza para 01 —_ —_ - 37
2. Ashapurna Roaza para a2 — o7 — 26

T R R e T S S S ST+ R Y PO

Tooly and Implementy

The tools and implements used by the tribals are obscrved at  Lhe
time of survey. Those tools and implements used by them are traditional.
It is learnt that all of them were purchased by the tribals. In this respect
they did not have any subsidy grant from the government.

The number of different kinds of tools and implements uscd by the
tribals of the surveyed hamlets is shown in Table—I5 below., The number
and nature of tocls and implements used by the tribals bear a close
relationship with the strength of labourers and their sort of occupations.

TABLE—I15
Distribution af Tools and Tmplements

" Plough Spade Harrow Sickle Takhal

“Name of the hamiets

1. Maliroy Roaza para 05 37 05 43 187
2, Chandmohan Roaza para ol 14 ol 17 42
3. Ashapurna Roaza para al 12 0l 12 ]

ECONOMIC STATUS

Income

Out of 41 families of Maliroy Roaza para. only 34 households it is
learnt, get income derived from cultivation. Those families have bcoen
practising jhuming of shifting cultivation on tilla lands. Among them,
five families have been practising both shifting cultivation and  scilled
cultivation. It is observed that those families have practised seitled
cultivation, on the plain lands adjacent to a charra. All the harvest ol the
plain lands was inundated by the recent flood.
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It is always difficult to collect datum in respect of income of the tribals
by interview method because the tribals have no system of account-
keeping.

QOut of forty-one households, three families are engaged in collection
and sale of fuels from the nearby forest. It earns a sum of about three
rupees per day per soul. Tn other four households both males and females
are engaged daily lebourers in the nearby forest. They earn wages
from plantation works, reclamation works, construction of roads and
other miscellaneous works. It is learnt that a labour can earn three to
four rupees per day.

It is learnt that only those tribals who practise both shifting cultivation
and settled cultivation are full fed and can spend something after Juxury
articles but they cannot lay by anything from their carnings.

The aveérage annual income of the surveyed hamlets per houschold
from the cultivation is about rupees five hundred.

Expenditure

The Iribals of this area spend all the amount they earn from their owt
put of the cultivation. They always run with a deficit budget and with
& vicw lo overcoming the deficit they, under the painful necessity have
1o take loans from the mabajans or the money-lenders or look for any
government granis.

The daily labourers always seck for any jub in the nearby forest
It they find work , they spend a2l they sarmn. It is characteristics of
the tribals that they do not think of the fellowing day or days. On the
ather hand if thex do not find any job on particular day or days they pass
that day or days without any meals or so.

Loansy & Indebtedness

At the time of survey, it is learnt that the mahajans or the money-
lenders of Salema Bazar and Kulai Bazar have introduced the system of
‘dadan’ for purchasing agricultural products from the innocent, poor and
illiterate tribals at high rate of interest and low rate of price. It is also
learnt that those mahajans deal in some other articles which are used in
domestic requirements of the tribalss. The price of such articles are
realised at a very' high rate in ¢xchange of commodities produced by the
tribal hamlets.

Most of the tribal of the surveyed hamlets have been taken “dadan’
every year without which they cannot stant the cultivation. Usually, they
have to refund the loan by agricultural products like colton, sesamum
and mesta etc. It has been reported that the rate of interest varies from
50% to 75%. The tribals are very simple, cannot understand the system
of loan and thus fall an ¢asy victim to the clutches of the clever mency-
lenders.
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SUGGESTIONS

in the foregoing pages, attempts have been made to give a picture of
Socio-cconomic condition of Noatia tribes of Kamalpur sub-division who
have been practising jhuming or shifting cultivation Gl wday. LThc
survey of those hamlets makes it clear Uit the out look of the tribals
could not develop for lack of proper communication and educalion
facilities. So 1 would suggest thal immediate proper steps for the same
arg the crying need of the day so that they can broaden their out look by
free-mixing with the outsider and thereby they will be able to keep pace
with the time and mould their life befitting the modern age.

As transpired from the findings that have emerged from the survey
undertaken, a few suggestions are appended  below for the development
and prosperity of the backward people.

I. It is true that the evaluation of jhuming or shifting cultivation
is marked and important stage in the history of the development of agri-
culture. Bui the practice has long become outdated and in any case nol
compatible with the cconomic change, tide and development. So a shilt
from jhuming or shifting cultivation to some other method of cullivation
or to some other occupalion seems, therefore, inevitable. But the crux
of the problem is 1o evolve a suitable alternative to jhuming or shifting
cultivation, The scops of rescttlement and colonisation scheme: seems to
be seriously limited due to paucity of suitakle lands.  Yet, full vigour and
cnergy should be extended for searching oui suitable lands for them 1o
reseitle the jhumias inlo permanent cultivation. Different loans may be
sanctioned to them for abolition of jhuming or shifting cultivation. In
this connection, we should bear in mind the opinions of Sociologists and
anthropologists who stress the need for a cautious approach in this re-pect.
They opine that jhuming or shifting cultivation, which is more a way
of life with the aboriginals than 2 mere means of livehood, is inseparably
bound up with their customs, traditions, habits, values, attitudes, beliefs
and that it would, therefore, not be wise to disturk the existing order all
too hastily without regard to the social and psychological factors involved
therewith,

2. In the hilly slopes where jhuming or shifting cultivation is
practised, essential requisites may be arranged for terraced paddy cultrva-
lien, contour bunding and reciamation of land for settled cultivation.

3. It is learnt that 'dadan’ praclised at cxorbitant rate of interest
by the money-lenders arc in vogue. There is no professional money-
lenders in and around the hamlets. They have to go to the market at a
distance of ten to fifteen kilometres for borrowing money. Usually the
ratc of interest varies fifty percent to seventy five percent. The land
agreement is verbal.  Wrilten agreement is no more in vogue due to
promulgation of different laws by the government, The tribals have to
refund the ‘dadan’ in the same harvesting season by selling sesamum,
cotton, mesta etc. to those money-lenders. Those mahajans or money-
lenders arc the monopoly purchasers in those markets. In this way, the
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depressed tribals are losing much in both ways. They are having less
price but paying exorbitant rate of interest. This menace can be put
an end to by affording alternative arrangements for borrowing at a
formidable and legitimate rate of interest from the nationalised banks or
Co-operative banks.

4. Jhum land with perfect condition is not available in adequate
guantity due to continuous jhuming which has accomplished complete
change in texture of soil and nature of vegetation. The bamboos, woods,
an essential factor for shifting cultivation are no longer available in
abundance in the forest. So it is most necessary 1o give the tribals another
system of cultivation because the tribals are forbidden to practise jham.
MNow those, who have accepted settled Ffarming by understanding boro
paddy cultivation along with jhuming side by sde, should be accorded
economic grants to purchase bullocks, manures, implements and best seed
cle. The feasibility of introducing second crop may also be cxamined so
that the practising of settled farming can become more fruitful and begets
more maney than that of jhuming or shifting cultivation. If a group
of tribals is benefitted by practising with new methods, the other will
follow suit,

5  When loan or grant of any kind be sanctioncd and paid by the
government to the tribal inmate, he should be escorted by a commitiee
formed by the panchayet members or any other committee which is
suitable for the purpose, so as to save him from squandering away of
money in purchasing other commodities at the deviation of the purpose
for which the loan or grant is sanctioncd.  This will safcguard the proper
utilisation of the lean or grant,
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PART-IIL

UDAIPUR

VILLAGE BACKGROUND
Location

I have undertaken the survey work in the following hamlets of
Udaipur sub-division under Matabari Block Development Office in respect
of different aspects of Socio-cconomic life of the Noatia tribes and collected
data of the same hamleis are appended below :

Name of the hamlets Number of fumilies
1. Kalaban 5
2. Goaliapara 13
. Uuar Buraghat 29
4. Kanipatharmalipada para L6

The hamlets Kalaban and Goaliapara are sitvated within Garji Geon
Sabha of the Udaipur Police Station in Udaipur sub-division of the district
of South Tripura and are about 19 and 20 kilometres respectively away
from Udaipur Head quarters.

The hamlet Kalaban is bounded on the east by Murshumpathar and
on the west by Tulamura and on the morth by Pukia and on the south by
Patichari Colony.

The hamlet Goaliapara is bounded by Bajrabari on the east and on
the west by Kalaban Bazar and on the north and the south by Suknacharra
amgd Mushumpathar respectively.

The hamlets uttar Buraghat and Kanipatharmalipada para are
situated within Rani Goan Sabha of the Udaipur Police Station in
Udaipur sub-division of the district of south Tripura and are about
5 kilometres away from Kakraban Basic Training College.

Both the hamlets are bounded on the east by Mirja and on the west
by Kamratali (border of Sonamura sub-division) and on the North and
the South by Gomiti river and Miccrochapathar respectively.

Communicaiion

There is a metalled road from Garji to Tulamura crossing the (wo
hamlets named Kalaban and Goaliapara. The people of those areas use
it with perfect satisfaction in respect of communication facility as in not
ordinarily available 10 system hamlets. The hamlets Uttarburaghat and
Kanipatharmalipada para belonging to Rani Gaon Sabha has a road from
Kakraban to Mirja at a distance of one to three Kilometres. During the
monsoon, the communication facility is very miserable. The road
becomes muddy due to heavy shower for days together. The river Gomti
in the northemn side of the above hamlets flown through the different parls
of this sub-division in a Zig-zag course. It is navigable for country buats
during the monsoon. In winter, thie Gomti of this arca becomes com-
pletely dry when people can cross the river on foot.
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There are many up and down hilly tracts connecting all the surveyed
hamlets, During the rainy season, the hamict feeder tracis become slimy
sid it is an arduous task for the outsiders 1o cross those hilly 1racts. But
the aboriginals have been accustomed to passing those tracts with eaes in
the wake of their living in those places for ages logether.

Characteristices of the hamlet

There is no class distinction in respect of social or economical staus
in the surveyed hamlets. There is. of course, difference of casic and
creed among the inhabitanis in the surveyed hamlats. they 4o not indicate
eny difference either social or economical status enjoyed by the different
scctions of the people. There exists cordial hammony and  solidarity
emong the tribals and non-tribes. Table—17, below shows the different
races inhabiting the surveyed hamlets.

TABLE—17
UTTAR BURAGHAT

Noatia—29, Jamatia—04. Tripuri—03, Hindu—59 and Muslim—04
families.

KANIPATHARMALIFADA PARA
Noatig—L16, Tripuri—12 and Hindu—19 familjes.

GOALIAPARA
Noatia—234 and Hindu—20 families.

KALABAN

Woalia—57 aid  Garoo—d40 (Protestant— 10, Cutholie—23, Pure
Garoo—2) families.

The distinclion of different lineages exhibits in religioes beliefs and
marriage ceremonics.  Sometimes the aboriginals stage their own folk-
danccs in the arti<tic costumes duly accompanied with the mclodious
sound of their own-made different musical instrumenis, when all male
and female folks from different villages irrespective of caste and creed
assemble there and enjoy picturesque show with feslive moods.

Most of the male folks of the surveyed hamilets are bilinguals. They
can speak both hill language as well as Bengali. The female folks of this
kind are very few.

Differenr facilities

All the surveyed hamlets have pood sources of drinking water and
the people of those hamlets uwsually have water from the governmenl
ringwells. Three ring-wells in Kalaban and one in Goaliapara arc found.
There are three ring-wells in Uttar Buragha1 and Kanipatharmalipada
para. Many of the lamilies of the different surveved hamliets seem 1o
have owned wells in their respective abodes. There are four ponds in
Kalaban and Goaliapara and twenty ponds in the whole of Reni Gaon
Sabha where fishes are being recared.
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Malaria and dysentry etc. are common diseases, usually the tribals
consult with the quacks who inhabit in and around the hamlels lm_:i
depend on herbal medicines. Sometimes Ojhai or the village pricst is
asked to apply magico-religious rites. The village, priest prescribes diffcrent
herbs and drugs for the ailing. Seldom, they consult with qualified medical
practitioners available at sub-divisional town Udaipur which is at a
distance of 19 to 25 kilometres.

The hamlets Kalaban and Gouliapara have a post  office  situated
at cquidistant from the two hamlets,

The hamlets Uttar Buraghat and Kanipatharmalipada para have
a4 good market situatcd at Kukraban which is at a distance of 3 kilometres
and another at Mirja at a distance of 5 kilometres.

It is learnt at the time of survey, occasionally vaccination is inoculated
in ail the surveyed hamlets. In short, it may be concluded that in general,
the sanitation of the surveyed hamlets is moderaiely good.

Hamler Orpanisation

Every hamlet has their own hamlet organisation though it has no
synthesis with the traditional village organisation of the Noatia tribes.
Various activities are now-a-day: done by the hamlet organisation of the
tribes. Generally the Roaza or the hamlet chiaf deals with the work
in collaboration with the elderly persons of the hamlets. If any hamlet
has no Roaza, the duty is vested with an elderly person selected or elected
by the members of the hamleis,  Complicated cases are dragged to
Pradhan of the Gaon Sabha who tries those cases along with the members
of the Panchayat.

DEMOGRAFHY

Papulation

There are 135 households in the surveyed hamlets, cach oeccupying
a separate house above the hillocks. The total population of the surveyed
hamlets is 778 of which 378 males and 400 females. The average size of
the families is 5.8.

The Noatias are the original inhabitants of these arcas and rthe
refugees from East Pakistan now called Bangladesh entered in this territory
and took refugee in the surveyed hamlets. Now here, Ghose, Sutra.dhar,
Das, Majumder, Kaystha and different tribal people inhabit in the
surveyed hamlets. The different dwellers practise different religious
doctrines and dogmas and social customs vet, it is learnt at the time of
survey that they live in perfect peace and amity.

Table—18 shows the general distribution of population based on
information collected in the surveyed hamlets.
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TABLE—I13
Distribution of Population

Na;t_d? lhe_hm;ﬂet; Nn._ai‘_ Total No, of - .y Mo. of o
families members male  distribu- female  distribu-

tion tion
1. Kalaban 57 345 172 50.2% 172 49.8%
2. Goaliapara 33 187 85  43.5% 102 54.5%
3. Uttarburaghat 29 160 77 48.2% B3 51.8%
4. Kanipatharmali- 16 ga 43 50.0%% 43 50.0%

pada para.

Composition of family

The majority of the households of the surveyed hamlets belong to
nuclear type of family consisting father, mother and unmarried children.
The next important family type is the joint family having father, mother,
uncle, aunt and their children. There arc only a few cases of special
joint-families which are mainly a combination of father, mother, brother
and his wife and their children including distant relations cte.

Generally, the tribals of the surveyed hamlets do not prefer joint
type of families and at the present day, nuclear type of family is preferred.
The parents usually prefer to get their sons living in scparate mess after
marriage.

Marital Status

Out of so many clans of the Noatia tribes only three are predo-
minant in these hamlets viz., Murasingha, Achiong and Kerang. In
Uttarburaghat, most of the households belong to Murasinh clan. It is
learnt that usually they do not prefer their matrimonial relation with
other clans of their society. It is learnt from some of the families of
Kalaban and Goaliapara that love-marriage is solemniscd. It takes place
at the adjudication of the hamlet council.

Early marriage is disliked by the Noatias of the surveyed hamlets, yet
twenty five percent of marriages come off between the age group of 15 to
18. There are more widowers than widows and most of them belong to
age group between 35 and 60. Only six cases of remarriage after the
death of the first wife among the Noatia tribes of the surveyed hamlets
have been detected. Eleven case of love-marriages took place amongst
all the surveyed hamlets. Dowary system is prevalent.

Education facilities

The villages Kalaban and Goaliapara has one Junior Basic School
which is situated at the centre of two hamilcts. The roll strength of the
students is one hundred. The teaching staff in the school appears to be
poor in comparison with the roll sretngth of the pupils as there is only
one teacher now working here. According to the rules of Education
Department of Tripura in respect of ratio of the students, when there
are forty studetnts in a primary school, it will have one teacher and when
the roll strength enhances to eighty students, the school will get two
‘teachers and so on and so forth.
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As there is no higher educational centre in the hamlets or in the
nearby hamlcts, onc has to go Garji High School siluated at a distance
of 6 kilometres.

Further, it has been reported that the teacher of Kalaban Junior
Basic School comes to the institution daily from Chandipur which is at 2
distance of 14 kilometres. Evidently, his irregularity needs no mention.

There is also a Junior Basic School in between the Uttarburaghat
and Kanipatharmalipada para having numerical strength of fifty students.

Feeding centre are observed. Fixed number of pupils do not come
to get free boiled rice and  pulse daily in the feeding centres. After
cooking, the incharge of the feeding custodian has to look for adult men
and women 1o share the meal. The system is defective. Text books for
clase 1 and Il are supplied by the Education Deparimenl on grants.

The teachers of Junior Basic Schools of the Tribal villages may be
nstructed to inhabit in the hamlets adjacent to the schools. Strictness in
this respect may be urged by the competent authority. Schemes may be
co-ordinated with the junior Basic schools. Free meal may be supplied
after the lapse of at besl two periods.

Usually, the guardians of Uttarburaghat and Kanipatharmalipada
para have no urge for education despite the fact that a Junior PEasic
School is situated within the hamlets. From the conversation wilh the
tribal inmates at the time of survey, it reveals that the cause is not an
economic factor but the reason is medium of teaching in the schonl for
the siudents of class I and class II. So, it may be suggested that a tnbal
teacher along with Bengali knowing teacher or teachers may be
appointed forthwith for removing the inconvenience of teaching for the
tribal students of lower classes. Further, it mav be added that if the
qualified teacher from the tribel community is not available, the gualifica-
tion of those tribal teachers may be relaxed to some cxtent.

AGRARIAN STRUCTURE

Land & its wilisation

Cultivation is the prlmary source of fundamental economy of the
people. Most of the tribals of the surveved hamlets have been practising
plough cultivation though they practised jhuming or shifting cultivetion
from the time immemaorial,

By and large, most of the families have wvegetable gardens and
orchards in and around their homesteads. It has been reported that
some tribals of Kalaban and Goaliapara are in possession of the home-
steads on the lands of Forest Department and some tribals of Uttarbura-
ghat and Kanipatharmalipada para arc in a possession of home-steads on
khas lands under the Collector. It may be suggested that measures may
be taken for extending tenurial right to them for encouragement. As a
;-csv:;lt, they would take more care for the development of homestead
and.
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Sometimes the cultivators have 1o take part in daily labour as
secondary occupation becguse they cannot maintain their household-
consumption from the income accrued from the agricultural products.
Landless working pcople take part in cultivation as secondary occupation,

The rate of daily labourcrs in Kalaban and Goaliapara varies from
rupees four to five per soul and rupees three to four per worker in Utlar-
buraghat and Kanipatharmalipada para.

The daily labourers do not have work throughout the whole year.
When they do not have work, they have to pass that day or days unfed
and underfed.

Expenditure

The expenditure pattern of the surveyed hamlets reveals that the
percentage of expenditure is higher for pulses, mustard oil, salt, molasses
which are mostly purchased from the local markets. Dry fish iz their
main item for food, Milk., eggs and wvegetables arc normally available
in some of the families where no expenditure fn this regard is mede.
They brew their own requirements of drink which is made of rice. ‘Fhey
offer country liquor at the time of worship. Wine is also used on festive
occasions.

Generally the tribals spend all the amount they earn. The cultivators
of the surveyed hamlets always run in defecit budget. Sometimes they
take loans from the mahajans or the money-lenders or wait for any
government help. They are ready to spend rupees fifty for having rupees
cne hundred from government grant.

Loans & Indebiedness

There is no professional money-lenders in and around the surveyed
hamlets. The tribals have to 1ake loans from the mahajans or the money-
lenders who inhabit at Udaipur. Sometimes the money-lenders give the
tribals money as ‘dadan’ for purchasing agricultural goods from the
illiterate tribals.

The tribals are simple people and cannot understand the system of
loan and fall an casy prey te the clever mahajans. The condition of such
'dadan’ is to retumn the amount in kind and not in cash at a fixed rate.
Sometimes the tribals borrow grains for seed as well as for consumption
purposes. The tribals take loan in the summer or any time when they
fall in dire need but have to repay the loan at the harvest time.

It has been reported that one Dharma Kumar Murasingha, son of
Late Hridayadas Murasingha of Uutarburaghat morigaged his 1.80 acres
of land in 15971 to one Thakurchand Das against Rupees 1,400/-. He is
trying for his land to get back but has failed. Agsin one Karna Kr.
Murasingha son of late Gopi Mohan Murasingha of Uttarburaghat
mortgaged 1.80 acres of land in 1971 to the above person against Rupees
1,400/-. He is also trying to have his land returned but has failed.

) Some loan agreements arc verbal and some are written. In time of
dire need, the tribals take loans from the mahajans or the money-lenders
mortgaging their lands.
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All the tribals have not disclosed the loan agreement. Some tribals
have disclosed the names which have been known at the time of survey.
Those names arce furnished in Table—23 below.

TABLE—23

List of mortgagors

Name of the Tribals Name of the hamlet  Total amaouns
1. Purna Mohan Noalia Kalaban Rs. 1,000/-
2. Jaybidya Noatia -do- Rs.  900/-
3. Bidva Mohan Noatia -do- Rs.  T00/-
4. Braja Kr. Noatia -do- Rs. 2,000/-
5. Krishna Mohan Tripura Goaliapara Rs.  500/-
6. Chand Mohan Tripura ~do- Rs.  700/-
7. Shyanbasi Tripura o= Rs.  500/-
SUGGESTIONS

The foregoing pages present a rcport of the findings of the different
aspects of the socio-economic life of the Noatias of Udaipur sub-division.
Some suggestions for remedy as transpired most essential for the welfare
and uplift of the Noatia tribes, are being made.

1. The tnbals of Tripura arc bom cultivaters. Cultivation is the
pivot on which their livelihood revolves, Failure of monsoon causes starva-
tion among the tribals. In that case, proper irrigation is the crying need
of the moment. [rrigation facilities are too scanty in all the hamlets
already surveyed. Again provision of overflow has created a great feasi-
bility to bring the land under Bodo cultivation. It will help cultivaters
to enhance the yield by way of irrigating the land for Bodo paddy, wheat
and vegetbles etc. Admitting the difficulty of the government in provid-
ing a sufficient number of overflow tube-wells due to paucity of funds, it
may be suggested that in lieu of fixing iron-pipe, country-made pipe made
of especially matured Borak or Bari bamboos may be fitted to serve the
purpose of the overflow. It is learnt from Shrd MNanda Lal Moatia, Ex-
Pradhan of Garji Gaon Sabha of Kalaban under Udaipur sub-division, the
Bamboo made overflow is durable for five to six vears. In view of its
low costing, it is urged that the government may kindly experiment the
matter so that the tribals may have an abundant number of overflows
from the governmen! end for irrigation purposes.

2. Village Level workers (V. L. W) are absolutely needed to lock
after the agricultural work among the tribal cultivators.  They should
be the guide, Iriend and philosopher of the tribal inmates for introducing
the improved methods of cultivation. These will help immensely the
enhancing of the yield of crop among the growers. They may be
instructed every now and then on their jobs and duties. Surprise visits
may be made by superior officers from time to time for checking up the
proper discharging of their duties.

3. Government should scarch out cottage industrial avenue or
avenues for side profession suitable For a particular area and thereafter
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the tribals may be cncouraged in participating in those, thus found out in
order that they may better their lot by earning additional inceme through
the utilisation of their time to spare.

4, It is to be noted that the tribal characteristics of the people are
their alluring fascination for regular consumption of intoxicants like
rice-bear or country liquor. Intoxicants like rice-bear are brewed at home
and consumed by all. Hence the percentage of expenditure on this account
is 4 bit high. Suitable measures may be taken to reduce this bad practice,

5 The landless tribals do not remain busy through out the whole
year. In the slag period, they may be provided with an alternative job.
Village industry like weaving, tailoring, basket making, rope-making eic,
or any other industry may be started. For efficient discharge of duties,
they require a need-based type of training. Every ¢ffort should be made
for finding good market of the manufactured articles and necessary facilities
for the sale of the producis should be accorded.
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PART—IV

AMARPUR
VILLAGE BACKGROUND
Location
I have undertaken the survey work in the following hamlets of Amar-
pur sub-division under Amarpur Multipurpose Block in relation to socio-

economic shperes, confined to the MNoatia tribes and collected data of the
samec hamlels are appended below :

Name of the hamlets Number of families
1. Mantridas Roaza para 24
2. Haradas Baishnab para 17
3. Jatan Roaza para 03

The hamlet Mantridas Roaza para under Karbook Gaon Sabha is
bounded on the south by Matahari Chowdhury para, where most of the
households belong te Riang tribes, on the north by Haradas Baishmab
para where all the families are of Noatia tribes, on the east by Amaresh
Jamatia pata, where most of the families hail from jamatia tribes and
on the west by Nutanbazar—Jalaya Road.

The hamlet Haradas Baishnab para under Lebacharra Gaon Sabha
is bounded on the north by Ram Chandra Riang pard, on the south
by Mantridas Roaza para, on the east and the west by Nutanbazar—
Jalaya Road and Mahala Mag para respectively.

Population of the Noatia tribes of Mantridas Roaza para and Haradas
Baishnab para comes to 165 and 86 souls respectively. The hamlets
gituated under Amarpur M.P. Block, are at a distance of 28 kilometres.

The other surveyed hamlet Jatan Roaza para under Lebacharra
Gaon Sabha is bounded on the north by Dumbur project colony and on
the south by Decpaicharri field and on the cast by National Project
Construction Corporation colony and on the west by Nutanbazar—Jalaya
Road.

Population of Noatia tribes of Jatan Roaza para is 25 and the hamlet
situated under Amarpur Multipurpose Block which is at a distance of,
20 kilometres.

Communication

Mantridas Roaza para and Haradas Baishnabpara under Lebacharra
Gaon Sabha have a jeepable road crossing the two hamlets. The name
of the road is Nutanbazar—Jalaya Road. During the period of monsoon,
the road changes to miry for days together due to Howing water from
the nearby hillocks. There are a few up and down feeder tracts in and
around the hamlets which run in a zig-zag course

The hamlet Jatan Roaza pars has a bus road from Jatanbari to
Agartala passing by the hamlet which is hardly at a distance of half a
kilometres. The hamlet has a jecpable road from Jatanbari to Dumbur
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project passing by the side of the hamlet, The road runs very close
to it.

Characteristics of the hamler

The people of Haradas Baishnab para have their own religion. Most
of this people of this hamlet embraced Vaishnavism. According to ihem,
‘the soul is immortal and subject to rebirth in accordance with merits of
deeds done in the preceding birth. The hamlet contains 86 people at
the time of survey and this small size has afforded conditions of harmony
and solidarity among the dwellers.

The people of Mantridas Roaza para having 165 souls within the
hamlet, have been residing in a very cordial atmosphere and it is learnt
that there exists no social exploitation due to efficient discharge of the duty
of the hamllet chicf.

The other surveyed hamlet Jatan Roaza para has 26 household. The
Table—24 below, extends the total number of families and population
figures of each hamlet.

TABLE—24
List of Tribal & Non-tribal
Name of the Community Number of families Number of souls
‘1. NMoatia 08 25
2. Chakma 0l o7
3. Tripuri 03 17
4. Hindu 14 78

There is perfect mutual understanding among the different commu-
nities although the minority group is always very cautious in11hcir day
to day activities. No instance of soclal clash is heard at the time of the
survey.

Among seventeern Noatia families of Haradas Baishnabpara each
pccupies a separate house on the tilla lands. Among those, therz are
three mud-wall houscs having roof of sungrass. The enclosures of the
houses are made of bamboos and the stalk of jute plants. The eight
dilapidated houses belonging to Noatia communities of the hamlet jatan
Roaza para on the tilla land are standing in miserable condition which
sets us to think seriously of the wretched condition of the people of those
households.

The hamlet chief Shri Jatan Kumar Roaza of Jatan Roaza para, it is
learnt, donated many acres of lands to the different institutions for name
and fame and Jatanbari has been named after his name for his numecrous
beneficial deeds. He is, at present, in a wretched position and as a result,
has deserted the hamlet due to poverty.

Accidental death of one male aged 35 years occured due to attack of
a wild elephant a year ago. It is learnt that some wild elephants are
moving about even now at night at a distance of two kilometres of the
Mantridas Roaza para to eat ripe crops. [ have had an oppertunity of
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witnessing a small hut constructed at the top of a big tree where front
sylvan people have to ward off the wild elephants by implements made
of bamboos.

Differenr Facilities

The hamlet Mantridas Roaza para and Haradas Baishnab para have
no good sources of drinking water. The tribals generally have to bring
waler from the nearby Ekcharri charra. The people of Jatan Roaza
para have good sources of drinking water obtainable from Nutanbazar
water supply.

The post office and telegraph office is within easy reach of the hamlet
of Jatan Roaza para though, at present, the wretched Noatia people have
no use of those offices.

Mantridas Roaza para and Haradas Baishnab para have a post office
situated at Karbook, at a distance of 4 kilometres. The people of those
hamlets have good market facility with a market at Karbook, which is at
a distance of 4 kilometres and another situated at Jatanbari, is at a distance
of 7 kilometres.

The climate of the hamlets Mantridas Roaza para and Haradas
Baishnab para is satisfactory. It is learnt, at the time of the survey that
people suffer less from any enervating diseases. They do not have any
medical facilities from the government dispensary which is at a distance
of 10 kilomeires. It is situated al MNutanbazar known as MNutanbazar
Primary Health Centre. The people have to depend more or less on
herbal medicines to be obtained locally from gquacks.

Hamlet Orgdnisation W

With regard to social leadership, generally the Roaza or the hamlet
chicf plays an important role of the hamlet. The Roaza sits with the
elderly members of the hamlet to settle disputes and looks after other
affairs of the locality. When a case is compliceted one and not easy for
solution, the Roaza acts in consultation with the elderly persons of the
hamilet and reports the matter to the Panchayat Organisation.

It is learat that Mantridas Roaza son of late Prahllad Chandra Roaza
of Mantridas Roaza para is discharging the function of the hamlet chief
of hiz hamlet, In Haradas Baishnabpara, Haradas Baishnab son of late
Sashi Kumar Tripura is doing the function of the hamlet chief of (heir
hamlet.

: In absence of Roaza in any hamlet, the elderly persons of the hamlet
sit together and try the petty cases of their hamlet. This practice is seen
in the hamlet of Jatan Roaza para.

DEMOGRAPHY
Fopulation

The distribution of the different surveyed population is presented in
Table—25. This figures are determined at the time of the survey based on
information. There are 49 households in the surveyed hamlets confined
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to Noatia tribes and the total population of the Noatia tribals is 276
consisting of 147 males and 129 females. The average size of a family
is 5.4

In Mantridas Roaza para, their are only two families of Tripuri
tribes and in Haradas Baishnabpara, three families of Jamatia tribes
inhabit with them. But in Jatan Roaza, different communities like Noatia,
Chakmas, Tripuris and Hindus have been residing in twenty six house-
holds with a population of 127 souls.

TABLE—25
Distribution of population
Name of the hamiets Mo, of  Total No. of o Mo. of v
familes members males  distribu-  females  distribu-
. i I aier _tml:ll___'_‘ non.
1. Mantridas 24 165 B3 50.39%% 82 47.7%
Roaza para.
2. Haradas 17 86 49 56.9%0 37 43.1%
Baishnab para.
3. Jatan Roaza 08 25 15 60 10 40%
para.

Composition of family

It is learnt from the investization that all the surveyed hamlets have
nuclear and special joint type of families. They are found to prefer
nuclcar type of families. There is no joint family in the surveyed hamlets.
This indicates that the joint type of families is not preferred by the
dwellers. It is learnt, at the time of the survey that usually the head of
the family desires his sons should be separated after their marriages.

Marital Ftarus

Out of a good number of clans of Noatia tribes only khalisha, keoa
and Naitong are predominant in these hamlets. Monogamy is the general
profile of the Noatia society of the surveyed hamlets. Polvgamy is
prevalent among some of the households. It is very interesting to note
that according to the traditional system of Noatia socicty, the bridegruoom
is chosen by the bride sitting at the site of oven. The same system is
observed here also.

Child marriage is totally absent. Divorce is effected by the adjudica-
tion of the hamlct chicf along with the clderly persons of the hamlet.
Traditional dowry system where the father of the bride takes moncy, is
not in vogue.

It is learnt at the time of survey that one love marriage was suiem-
nised bctween a MNoatia girl of Jatan Roaza para with a Hindu young
boy, staff of Dumbur project in the year 1973,  After the birth to a baby,
the staflf fled away last year leaving the wife along with newly born baby.

Educaiional facilities

Majority of the Noatia tribes of the surveyed hamlets arc illiterate.
A very few of them can write his or her name. The rate of school-going
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children is negligible. Some of the guardians have no urge for education
of their wards despite the existence of primary school adjacent to their
hamlets.

The hamlet Maniridas Roaza para and Haradas Baishnab para haw
one primary school named Prahllad Chandra Junior Basic School which
is situated at the centre of the hamlets. The numerical strength of the
school is 82. It has had a teacher who has been residing in the adjacent
hamlet. The condition of the school is very deplorable having no Furniture
and other educational appliances. It has been reported that water leaks
through the roofs during the monsoon. The students have to sit on the
coarse mat made of bamboo-cane,

The hamlet Jatan Roaza para has one school named Ekcharri Jatan
Kumar Senior Basic School, at a distance of 1 kilometre. The School
building is a tin-shed with bamboo plastered walls. The floor is katcha.

AGRARIAN STRUCTURE

Land and its utilisation

Because of the absence of current land-revenue records, it is not
feasible to have official data on holdings. Based on information gathered
from the inhabitants of the hamlets at the time of survey, statistics of land
utilisation is extended in Table—26 and the distribution of households
by land owner and landless is furnished in Table—27.

“ It is learnt at the time of survey that some inhabitants of Mantridas
Roaza para and Haradas Baishnab para had colony scttlement in the year
of 1971 having tilla lands, bullocks and cash grantss A good number
of households disposed of their bullocks during the last few years due to
financial crisis.

It is observed that those tilla lands are now fallow. Sun-grass grows
on the fields. The agriculturists are very callous and inactive. It is also
learnt that so long they worked in Dumbur project as daily labourers and
had no desire to cultivate those lands. The condition of the lands is
satisfactory hut they cannot cultivate at the moment due to pecuniary
condition.

TABLE—26
Distribution of operational Holdings
In acres
Total Total Total Total Total
Wame of the hamlets. Lunga tilla Home- [unga tilla
Yand land atead lands under
under cultivation
cultivation
1. Mantridas 50.00 62.40 06.40 48.00 20.80
Roaza para.
2. Haradas Baishnab
para. 1000 14.80 04.00 09.60 03.20

3. Jatan Roaza
para. - - 0.60 - =
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TABLE—27

Distribution of Households of landowner and landiess

Name of the hamlets No. of

house-  land- &h land- %
holds  owner distribution  less  disiribution
1. Maniridas 24 24 1005 — --
Rogaza para.
2. Haradas Baishnab 17 11 64. 7% 06 35.39%
para.
3 Jatan Roaza 08 — — 08 1000
para.

Qut of 49 houscholds as shown in Table—27 above, 31 houscholds
are hig culivators who possess above 2 acres, 4 households possess | to
2 acres and thus pccupy the' middle position in status and 14 households
are landless.

Agricultural Method

The tribals of the surveyed hamlets have been practising  settled
farming. It is learnt that, nobody is adopting jhuming or shifting cultiva-
tion. Paddy is the most important crop grown. Out of a total cropped
area of 60 acres of lands, more than 55 acres of lands are reported to
have been sown with paddy, Both the seasonal crops are practiscd by
the tribals of this area,

Irrigational facilities in Mantridas Roaza para and Haradas Baishnab-
para Bre very poor. So water in rains may be stored up by construction
of bundh of Ekcharricharma. Owver flow tube-wells tnay be sunk for Bodo
peddy cultivation.

Livestock & Pouliry

Cattle stock of Mantridan Roaza para s not  satisfactory. The
number of pigs is undoubtedly low for a tribal hamlet. The number of
poultry birds is quite significant. Most of the families of Haradas Baishnab
para embraced the faith of Vaishnavism. In accordance with the
Vaishnava cult. rearing of fowl, goat and pig is taboo. Accordingly, the
number of fowls, goats and pigs of Haradas Baishnabpara is.nil.

The Table—28 shows below, the ownership of Livestock and poultry
birds of the surveyed hamlets.

TABLE—28
Distribution of Livestock and Poultry

Name of the hamler Bullock Buffala Milch Pig Croar  Pauliry

1. Mantridas 1 o4 1% 08 03 140
Roaza para.

2. Haradas Baishnab 12 — 11 —_— — —
para.

3. Jatan Roaza para — = s s . 17
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Tools und Implements

In course of investigation, the number of agricultural tools and imple-
ments in use in the surveyed hamlets is taken. The total number of tools
and implements used by the people of all the surveyed hamlets is shown
in Table—29 below. The different tools and implements are purchased
from the local markets.

TABLE—29
Distribution of Tools and Implements

Name of the hamlets

“I. Mantridas Roaza para. 8 17 18 3 61
2. Haradas Baishnab para. D& 15 056 17 39
3. Jatan Roaza para. — 04 — Qs 12

ECONOMICAL STATUS

Income

The cultivators do not have work throughout the year. Ower and
above, the labour force in agriculture is cxcessive in comparison with the
land and capital. Daily labourers do not have job through out the whole
vear. From the talk with the tribals, it reveals that they prefer to hawve
job in and around the hamlets. So long they worked in Dumbur Project,
they wére happy and they passed by days fullfed. Now they have been
working in the brick field as daily labourers during the dry season. Some-
times they are engaged in construction of roads and other miscellaneous
works in and around the hamlets. The rate of daily labourers varies from
Rs. 4/- to Rs. 5/- per capita.

The average income per household of the agriculturists is about rupees
four hundred to rupees five hundred per annum.

Now cultivators earn a high amount which have attracted the
cultivators to change their occupation. Sometimes they take up daily
labourers -as their secondary occupation without the care for  the
cultivation.

Expenditure

The position of the surveyed hamlets save and except the hamlet
Mantridas Roaza para seems 1o be that whatever is earned is spent on
current consumption and nothing is saved. So income and house hold
expenditure in the surveyed hamlets may therefore be taken to be the same
for all day to day purpose. In times of need, during the ccremonies like
marriages, funeral rites and for medical treatment etc. they take loans
from the mahajans or the money-lenders or any other sources.

As regards the hamlet Mantridas Roaza para, the people of the
hamlet is on the whole economically solvent. Nobody in this hamlet
admits that they have any surplus income to save. But it is observed at
the time of survey that some of the households either run in deficit-budget
or accumulate a surplus,

Loan and Indebtedness

; There is no mahajans or moncy-lenders in and around the hamlet,
It is learnt during my survey that in times of dire need, the dwellers take
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loans from their known persons of Nutan Bazar which is situated at a
distance of 10 (ten) kilometres from Mantridas Roaza para and Haradas
Baishnab para and 2 kilomeires from Jatan Roaza para. It has been
reportcd that there is no uniformity in the rate of interest and it is subject
to variation from person lo person.

In times of investigation, it is learnt that the people of Jatan Roaza
para have no debt at the moment. The people of the above hamlet are
very poor. Moreover, they have no land to mortgage, so the mahajans
or the money-lenders can not rely on them.

It is learnt that ong Dharma Kumar Noatia son of late Ar Chandra
Noatia of Jatan Roaza para mortgaged his 0.60 acre of land to Jamini Sil
of Depacharra in 1970 against Rupees Five hundred and 1.00 acre of
land to Rangu Das of Depacharra in the same year against Rupees nve
hundred. e attempted to get back the lands but it has been reported
that he has failed. .

It is furiher learnt that another Liladban MNoatia son of lale Jatan
Kumar Roaza of Jatan Roaza para mortagaged his 2.00 acres of land in
1968 1o one of his Hindu neighbour against Rupees five hundred. He
has been trying to have the lands returned but be also has failed.

As regards Haradas Baishnab para, the people of this hamlet confess
that the mahajan or the money-lenders do not lend them due to bad
repayment.

As regards Mantridas Roaza para, the people take loans from the
known persens. But nobody discloses any name or any amount of loan
taken. According to them, the loan agreement is werbal. No security
is offered against the loans. Sometimes loans are paid in terms of labour
during agricultural operation. The rate of interest is fifty percent.

SUGGETTIONS

In the Ffiregoing pages, the Bndings have emerged in the .different
aspects of the socic-economic spheres of the Noatia tribes, a few
suggestions arc furnished below for the development and prosperily of the
socially depressed aboriginals.

I. Plough and draught animals should be distribuied among those
who get jhumia settlementl. Subsidy granis to purchase bullocks and milch
cows are now being distributed by the Gosernmemt Baut it is scanly in
comparison with the need. Hence, provision may kindly be made by the
Government to meet cut the need of the swelling number of the tribals
What is striking 10 note here is that, some of the tribals getting jhumia
settlement are, it is learnt, In the habit of misutilising the subsidy. As for °
example, it may be cited that milch cows if ballocks are purchased from
the market in presence of the authorised persons of the B.D.O. or the
P.E.Q. But it i% gathcred that there remains a previous contact or contract
between the seller and the purchaser beyond the knowledge of the
authorised persons. Suoh a deal has often bitter resulis and outlurns,
Hence, it is desired that to avoid this underhand dcalings, the purchase
should be made from one unknown 1o the tribals for whom the purchasg
is being made.
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2. For eradicating illiteracy among the tribals, night schools both
for the young and old may be set up. The tribal people’s suspicions,
superstitions and various attitudes have become stumbling blocks to the
speedy and successful implementation of different welfare schemes of
the government and to the promotion of agricultural development of tribal
souls. It is most essential to understand and analyse the ecenomic
factors and the psycho-sociological and religious beliefs acting upon the
sylvan people. The Tribal Extension Officars and the Tribal Supervisors may
be instructed to discuss with the tribals about the above factors from time to
time through the tribal languages. 1f thosc officers speak with the tribals
through their languages, they are surc to look upon them as their own
men and as a result the talk between them would be fruitful.

3. The tribals of Jatan Roaza para arc in possession of home-stead
on khas lands. Mcasures may kindly be taken for conferring ownership
right on the tribals for their homestead lands so thet they may have
ecouragement.

4. The tribals of Jatan Roaza para are landless. So they have to
depend on other sources. Some tribals have descrted. In respect of the
same, suitable measures may be taken to stop the desertion.

5, Thc_ tribals being sentimental reparding the failure of the
government in fulfilling the grant in time as per agreement executed upon
as a breach of contract. It also irritates them. This deserves to have
a stop.
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PART—V

SABROOM
VILLAGE BACKGROUND

Location

The survey work in respect of socio-cconomic spheres confined to
the Noatia tribes have been undertaken in the following hamlets of
Sabroom sub-division under Satchand Multipurpose Block office and the
collected data of the same hamlets are furnicshed below:

Name of the hamlets Number of familier
1. Sonamohan Roaza para 14
2. Matahari Chowdhury para 07
3. Gokul Roaza para 10
4. Danu Chowdhury para 48
5. Prasanna Roara para 11
6. Surendra Sardar para 30
7. Basi Roaza para 07

The hamlets Sonamohan Roaza para, Matahari Chowdhury para and
Gokul Roaza para are situated within Uttar Buratali Gaon Sabha of the
Manu Police Station in Sabroom sub-division of the district of South
Tripura arc at a distance of about 3 kilometres from Manu Bazar.

The above hamlets are bounded on the east by Dakhin Kalapania and
on the west by Belonia border and on the north by Gardeng and
on the south by Dakhin Buratali,

Further the hamlets Danu Chowdhury para, Prasanna Roaza pars,
Surendra Sardar para and Basi Roaza para are situated within Dakhin
Buratali Gaon Sabha of the Manu Police Station in Sabroom sub-division
of the district of South Tripura are about 4 kilometres away from Satchand
M. P. Block Office.

The above hamlets are bounded on the east by Dakhin Kalapania
and on the west by Belonia border and on the north by Gardeng and
on the south by Fulchari.

Commturticalion

Being situated near the Manu Bazar, all the surveyed hamlets enjov

such communication facilities as are not generally available to sylvan
hamlets. The sub-division town at Sabroom is about 14 to 18 kilometres
away from the different surveyed hamletss. The Agartala—Sabroom
metalled road runs touching the cdges of the surveyed hamlets. There is
2 brick-built road constructed recently. It starts from Satchand Bazar
and connects different hamlets namely Danu Chandra Chowdhury para.
Prasanna Roaza para, Surendra Sardar para and Basi Roaza para.

All the surveyed hamlets have many up and down, =zig-zag Feeder
traders which criss-cross the different hamlets. It may be summarised
that, on the whole, the communication facilitics of the surveyed hamle::
are, to some extent, satisfactory.
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Characteristics of the hamlet

Different tribals and non-tribals have been inhabiting in the surveyed
hamlels. The non-tribals are Nath, Namasudra, Mahishya Das, Pal,
Banik, Sil and Brahmins. During my field trlp, it is learnt that there is
free-mixing between the tribals and non-tribals communities.  There
exists harmony and solidarity amongst the inhabitants. Only difference
is seen in times of religious practices and matrimonials ceremonies. Yet

thi non-tribals are cordially invited to attending the functions of the
tribals.

It is learnt, some of the surveyed hamlets have got two types of
priests namely, the brahimin and the Ojhei. The brahmin is a must on
the occasion of obsequial rites of the Noatia tribals of this area. Some

of them have adopted the religious belief¢ and rites of the neighbouring
Hindus.

It ic observed that some female folks of tender ages of some of the
surveyed hamlets are not using Risha (cover-breast of the tribals). It
seems, it is the =zign of the uncivilised culture,

As | bave been informed, by some elderly people, of the uncontrolled
drinking of the rice-beer by the tribals. 'After harvest, they think little

of their rainy days, brew rice-beer as much as they please and consume
it amply.

During my survey, I have come to learn that a young lady cannot
marry a widower. To keep up the spirit of their social custom, a virgin
is forbidden to do so.

Differenet facilities

All the surveyed hamlels have good sources of drinking water.
There arc seven ring-wells, three tube-wells in and around the hamlets of
Sonamohan Roaza para, Matahari Chowdhury para and Gokul Roaza
para. Besides, there are four ponds where fishes are being reared and
people of the above hamlets have water from those sources.

There are eight ring-wells and four tube-wells in and around the
hamlets of Danu Chowdhury para, Prasanna Roaza para, Surendra Sardar
para and Basi Roaza para, Further, the dwellers can boast of four ponds

where fishes arc being reared. These ponds build up great source of
water facilities.

The hamlets have no medical facilitics in the truest sense of the
term. It is learnt that they can avail themselves of the hospital facilities
from the government dispensary at Manu and for the livestocks and poultry
birds, they may utilise the A.I. Centrc at Manu. Generally the
inhabitants of the surveyed hamlets have to depend on village quacks.

Hamler Organisation

Many of the disputes of the Noatias of the surveyed hamlets are
seitled by their hamlet councils and Panchayats. There is a headman
in every hamlet known as Roaza or the hamlet chief. He is an important
person. This post may be hereditory.
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When a resident of the hamlet has any complaint against another in
respect of land, marriage, divorce or cbjectional case of love, he has to
report the matier to the Roaza. The Roaza, in a meeting of a few elderly
persons of the hamlet, tries his level best to compromise the dispute. If he
fails, he reports the matter to the village Panchayat, which in a meeting of
the members, decides the matter. Besides the above mentioned panchayat,
the disputes, it is learnt at the time of investigation, are sometimes dragged
to law courts for adjudication.

Population

In accordance with Census, 1971, it reveals that there was no Noatia
tribe in Sabroom sub-division, notwithstanding the fact that Shri Hari
Charan Chowdhury, the Honourable Minister for tribal welfare and
welfare of Scheduled Castes of this state hails from the Noatia tribes
belonging to Buratali gaon sabha wunder Sabroom sub-division in the
district of South Tripura. In course of my field trip in respect of socio-
cconomic spheres of Noatia tribes of different sub-divisions, it is observed
that a good number of MNoatia sools has been inhabiting here from time
immemeorial, [n this connexion, I should say that the data of Census
come from enumerators who were unfamiliar with the standard of
anthropological classifications.

Therc arc 149 houscholds i the surveyed hamlets. The total
population stands 771 consisting of 340 males and 431 females. The
gverage size of the family is 5.2, All the surveyed hamlets have cosmo-
politan population, Female birth rate in some hamlets is greater than
that of male birth rate,

The undermentioned Table—30 will show the general distribution of
the population of all the surveyed hamlets of Sabroom sub-division.

TABLE—30
Distribution of, Population

Mame of the No., of

" Toal  Ne.of %  No.of %
Harmlcts, familics members males distribution ferales  distri-
bution
1. Sonamohan Roazn
para, 16 £ 28 40.6% 41 594
2. Mataharichowdhury
para, 07 41 16 w1y 25 60y
Y. Gokul Roazapaia, 10 57 17 2994 4 T0.1%
4. Dana chandra
Chowdbury para. 48 230 115 0% IS b1 b
5. Prasaona Roaza
para. 11 15 15 725 40 T
& Sureadra Sardar
para. 50 267 125 46.9% 142 53.0%

7. Pasi Roarapara. or 51 24 46,291 28 5185
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Composition of Family

The smallest unit is the nuclear family which is constituted with a
man, his wife and hiz unmarred children. The joint family system is
also prevalent among the Noatia tribes of surveyed hamlets. During my
field Trip, it is observed that, in general, the tribals prefer nuclear type
of tamily. There are four special joint families.

The family among the Noatias is patriarchal in nature. The sons
inherit the father's property as a matter of right. Among them, daughters
cannot inherit their father’s property. Though the mother haz no legal right
1o property, the opinion of the mother is held in respect.

Marital Starus

The most widely practised marriage type among them is the marriage
by negotiation. The guardians of both the groom and the bride meet and
chalk out the details of marriage which is later on performed in the house
of the bride, There are ten cases of Jove marriage in all the surveyed
hamlets where marriages took place as a result of mutual love. In such
vases the guardians do not put any obstacle. Child marriage is not
noticed among the surveyed hamlets. There is no social bar to a Noatia
widow to remarry.

Conventions of divorce also prevail in the surveysd hamlets. Divorce
case may be executed when both husband and wife mutually agree to the
proposition and in this case some elederly people are invited and honoured
with only two bottles of rice-beer as per custom. But if the hushand
desires to divorce his wife having no consent to it, the matter is referred
to hamlet council for approval. The council always keep a keen eye to the
demands of the wife for fulfilment. In such case, as soon as the council
approves the matter, the diverce comes into force. In short, in the
disputed case, the final decision rests upon the decree of the council.

Educational facilities

There are one senior Basic School functioning at the heart of Sona-
mohan Roaza para, Matahari Chowdhury para, Gokul Ropaza para and
the hamlets Danu Chowdhury para, Surecndra Sardar para and Basi Roaza
para have also one sentor Basic School. There is no higher educational
centre in the surveyed hamilets. Though the schools are situated in the
hamlets, the tribals having less interest in the value of education and lack
of enthusiasm in respect of education, the iribals of this area are educa-
tionally backward. In the ficld of education of the surveyed hamlets, it is
chserved  that the female education lags far  behind than  that
of male education,

It has been reported thiat on courting failures in the final school examina-
tion and after returing to their own hamlet, some of the tribal youths alienate
from traditional occupations and become idle.  They dislike to take up
the traditional way of life.
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The schooling in the primary institutions in some of the surveyed
hamlets is in a very deplorable condition. The teachers of these schools
are, it is learnt, in the habit of declarng indiscriminate promotion of the
students to the next higher classes without detaining a single educant
in any class. This leads to the mass detention in class six in higher educa-
tional centre for ycars together and this leads to paving the way of grecal
wastage.

While considering the educational status of this area, it may be held
that there is higher percentage of illiterate in the surveyed hamlels

AGRARIAN STRUCTURE
Land and ity utilisation

In carly days, ample lands were available for jhuming or shifting cultiva-
tion. The lands were to He fallow for many years. Now it is proved that
jhum cultivation involves great waste in terms of erosion of scil and damage
of forest resources. Now this system of cultivation is abandoned.

Purchased lands become the private property of the tribals. Some
comritunal lands are alse observed which are meant for common use by
every hamlet. It is not claimed by any particular person  as his own
though the same may be quite adjacent te his house. ‘(Cattle may freely
graze on these lands. Communal functions are held on such grounds.

The government has distributed varicus fruit plants in tribal areas.
The garden crops are practised by the tribals. The cultivation of crops
which include lurmeric, ginger and brinjal are practised by some tribals.

1t is ohserved that zome tribals have been waiting for government
grants, They are very callouz for the improvement of the lands as well
as crops for their future. During my ficld trip, it is observed that some
tilla lands are fallow. They become idle. Sometimes they are ready to
spend rupecs fifty for having rupees one hundred from government grants.

Meither current land revenue records, nor reliable statistics about
their land holdings are available at present. Finding no other alternative,
1 am 1o satisfy myselfl with the information of the Headman of each
household. Based on information gathered from local sources, the data
are appended in Table—231 in respect of lands possessed by the tribals and
the distcibution of househeolds owned by land owner and landless is
furnished in Table—32.
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TABLE—31
Distribution of operational Holding
In Acres
" Nameofthe  Total  Total Totl Home- Totallunga Totaltilla
Hamlers lunga tila stead lands land under lands unde
lands jands cultivation cultivatiorn
1. Sonamchan Roaza
para. 19.40 41.20 03.00 19.40 30.00
2. Malahari Chowdhury
para. 2080 11.40 02.00 2080 06.40
3. Gokul Roaza para. 05.00 3860 0240 0500  21.20
4. Danu Chandra
Chowdhury para. 4.0 10.20 03.40 56.40 07.00
5. Prasanna Roaza para. OB.00 37.00 06.20 08.00 20.00
6. Surendra Sardar para. 30.80 20.60 12.80 28.40 09.00
b o Ded Raka et oo 1080 o= MR e T
TABLE=—32
Distribution of households of tandowner and landless
~Name of the hamlets No. of land- % land- G

familier owner divribution  lexs  disiriburion

bt i - i e b e

1. Sonamohan Roaza

para. 16 15 Q3 R 01 62"
2. Matahari

Chowdhury para. 07 06 85 B 0l 14.2%
3. Gokul Roara para. 10 0o 00 1] 105
4, Danu Ch.

Chowdhury para. 48 24 509 24 5000
3. Prasanna Roaza

para. 11 10 ).1% 01 0.9
6. Surendra Sardar

para, 50 21 42% 29 5890
7. Basi Roaza para. 07 06 B5.6% 01 14.4%

Out of the 149 households as shown in Table 32 above, 56 house-
holds arc big cultivators who possess above 2 acres, 35 houscholds possess

1 to 2 acres and thus occupy the middle position in status and 58 house-
holds are landless.

Agriculrural Method

The peoole of all the surveyed hamlets have adopted the agricultural
methods of the Bengaless i.c. plough cultivation. It is worth mentioning
that in the hamlets, the traditional method of shifting cultivation is on the

verge of extinction and it has been gradually replaced by that of settled

cultivation. Settled farming reflects here Aush and Aman paddy cultiva-

tion and Bodo paddy cultivation is unknown in the surveyed hamlets due
1o paucity of irrigation facilities,
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sub-division, it is observed

educated persons who have taken o agriculiure as their primary occupa-
They

that

tion have already proved 1o be the mast successful agriculturists,

have accepted and adopted improved agricultural methods and introduced

high yiclding varieties.

Livestock & Pouwltry

cullivators. _
more or less stable in respect of livestocks and pouliry birds,
pigs in most of the houscholds.
popular amongst the tribals.

Livestock is an important

nnknown to the tribals,

‘Table- - 33 below, reveals the position of the livestocks

bLirds of the surveyed hamlets.

m;';"ﬂ-mr-af the hamieis

1.
2.

1
&,

5
f.
1.

TABLE—33

part

of

the

economic aclivities of the
It is obderved in all of the surveved hamlets that they are
There are
Rearing of fowls appears to be very
It i% to be noted that rearing of ducks are

Diseribution of Livestock & Poultry

Senamuhan Roara para.
Mutahari Chowdbury
[yara,

Cokul Roaza para
Dunu Ch, Chowdhury
para.

Prasanna Roara para
Surendra Sordar para,
Basi Roazra para.

Tools & Implements

The number and nature of the tonls and the implements reflect, to
some extent, the economic  pesition of the
investigation, the quantity of thoce implements are collected.
helow, Turnishes the data of the tools and implements in

surveyed hamilets.
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TABLE—M
Pistribution of Tools and Implements

Name of niie:' har; .;e:_u

al B ma
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Songymohan Roaza para.
fatahari Chowdhury para.
Gokul Roaza para.

Danu Chandra Chowdhury
para,

Prasanna Roaza para,
Surendra Sardar para.

Basi Roaza para.

05
06
03

households.

14
20
0g

37
14
41
10

some

and pouliry
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21 04 215
16 — 2
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Table-—-34
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11

35
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ECONOMICAL STATUS

Trncome

Land, labour and capital are the three equally important factors for
agriculture. The lands, purciased by the tribals become their private
property. These can be sold, mortgaged, gifted or given for rent
Labour is an invevitable factor of production in economic organisation
of & society. Though in modern industrial production, in the simple

agricultural society, labour is the main factor. The tribals work in the
field because lthey have food out of it. All the working people males,
fecmales and the children of a houschold participate in agricultural work.
The question of capital comes as the next most important faclor in  the
process of production. The tribals have all sorts of tools and implements
which are essential for production. In respect of these capilal ilems,
the following may be considered viz, plough, bullock, spade, harrow.axcs,
sickle, hoes and takhal etc. very useful.

There is 'Barga’ system or share cropping among the tribals. This
system works on mutual understanding between the cultivator and the land
owner. Under this system, cach parly gets hall of the total oulput of
the land. The landowner has to provide the laml.  sced and manure
to the cultivator and the cultivator has to provide plougk, fabour aml
bullocks.

Anoclher system is prevalent amongst the tribal which is known as
‘Bartar’ system. According to this system, a land owner whe has no
plough and bullocks, takes loan of the same from his neighbour for
cultivatnig the land.  For the same service, the land owner has to extend
a certain amount of crop to his neighbour as service charge.

Generally the tribals of all the surveyed hamlets can hardly produce
enough to meet their own requirements. Surplus cash crops alse are
not adequate Lo pay for the purchase of food for family consumption and
other essential commodities of the houscholds. So it is observed that
they are living in utter poverty and are depending more of more on
various government reliefs and measures. Finding no alternative they
have Io za to the village Mahajans ar the money-lenders for borrowing
meney for family consumption.

Then it iz a known fact tha! primary occupation alone cannot keep
the tribals enzaped throughout the yezar. Finding no source of income
1o lide over their meignificant income, they are dragged lo sccondary
occupation like daily labour to construction of road, government relief
work, agricultural work like paddy husking and so on and so forth. But
this doe: not mean that majority of the tribals get work throughout the
rest time and they pass their days full fed. No, not that, some of them
carn much but while others do not even find room o work. So they
have to rush Lo the money-lenders or any other source for survival.

During my field trip. it is observed that the average annual income
pe: household of the cultivator is about Rupecs six hundred Lo Rupees
Scven hundred and the rate of daily labourcr per day por soul varies
from Rs. 4/- to Rs. 5/- only.
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Fxpenditure

The expenditure pattern of the surveyed hamlets is higher than that
of the income. Very few among them have any surplus income. During
my investigation, it is observed that some tribals do not care for their
future. They arc unconcerned about the conditions and circumstances

of life,

The tribal characteristics of the people of the surveyed hamlets are
their alluring fascination for consumption of rice-beer or country liguor.
It is brewed at home. Sometimes they spend much without thinking for
the rziny days.

Except some of the well-to-do culiivators, ail other occupational
groups of the surveyed hamiets are found deficit. I is interesting to note
that the cxpenditures on education and medical treatment are low but
cxpendilure on consumplion of rice-beer is very high.

In general, it may he summarised that the economically backward
classes of all the surveyed hamlers are underfed or unfed and ill clad.
But the economically forward scctions of all the surveyed hamlets are
[ull fed and spend something for luxuries.

Loan and Indebtedness

The sources of loan are the village Mahajans or the money-lenders
who inhabit in the adjaccnt markets. Sometimes the tribals have ioan
from government sources like seed loan at a low rate, manure !oan
having some portion: on gratis, milch loan when one calf is 10 be
recturned and so on and so forth. Sometimes agriculiural loans are given
through Co-operative banks.

On enquiry, it is learnt that they borrow cither in cash in times of
dire necd like marriages, funeral rites, domestic expenditure or in kind
like paddy for sowing in the agricultural fields or immediate consumption
for pon-availability of work for day or days. On that occasion, it is
learnt, the tribals have to repay the loan by 120 kilograms of paddy against
Rs., 100/- at harvest scason,

The picture derived from the surveyed hamlets, on enquiry, is some-
thing different from that of other places. They do not always move to
general money-lenders of the adjacent market. : Sometimes they borrow
money from the neighbours and relations of same hamlets.

During investigation it is learnt that about 62% households are
indebted with an extent of rupees from one hundred 10 rupres two
thousand. Generally the rate of interest is very high varying from #A0%

to 75%.

It has been reporied that some tribals have to repay the borrowed
money in exchange of labour in times of agricultural operation. Loan
is repaid partly after harvesting when another loan is borrowed in the
slag season and usually he cannot repay full borrowed money during his

life time.



69

SUGGESTIONS

Based on findings of the investigation in the aspects of §nciu~cmnumi:
lice of the Noatias of Sabroom sub-division, a few suggestions are Ziven
i order to bring about something for development and uplift of the
socially and economically oppressed sylvan people.

l. [literacy amongst the male tribals is mostly prevalent. Pre-
valence of illitcracy among woinen is common. Tribal Extension officers
and Tribal Supervisors may be instructed to cxplain to the tribals that
{he education enlightens a life. ‘Ihe school boys and girls should be
excluded frem forming economic hand at each family. It is suggested
that the government should afford education especiaily at primary schools
through the mother tongue of the pupils. Teachers may be recruited
locally and preferably from the community to which the tribal belongs.
Qualifications of teachers may be relaxed, if the qualified tribal teachers
are not availakle.

2. When loan or grant of any kind be sanctioned and paid by the
government (o the tribal inmate, he should be escorted by a committee
formed by the Panchayat members or any other committee which is
sujtable for the purpose, so as to save him from squandering away of
moncy in purchasing other commodities at the deviation of the purpose
for wiich the loan or grant is sanctioned. This will safeguard the proper
utilisation of the loan or grant

kY

3. The government is urged to make necessary arrangement for
business loan from the Co-operative banks or the nationalised banks on
casy tcrms to the tribals so that they may have incentive for business hne.

4. It has been reported that sometimes the tilla lands were allotted
o sume tribals for jhumia scttlement. But the fact remains that housc
jhumias could not know which land was allotted 1o them. When the (ax-
colleciors happen to come for collecting tax, they come 1o learn that
some lands were allotted to them previously. It causes a greal deal of
disturbances and confusion. The government is requested to adopt
measures for doing away with it

5. Tribals may be encoursged in starting piggery, poultry and diary
on & small scale either on co-operative basis or in private limited naturc
under the direct supervision of the personnel of the Tribal Weliare
Depariment, Government of Tripura. For this purpose government
should extend financial aid, subsidy grant and technical aid.



70

PART—VI
BELONIA
VILLAGE BACKGROUND

Locaiion

The following hamlels of Belonia sub-division under Bagafa Black
development oftice have been surveyed in different aspects of socio-
economic life of the Noatia tribes and findings that emerged are appended
hercunder :

Number of famifies

Name of the hamlels

Anunta Sardar para 18

.

2. Arjun Kumar para 28
3. Kanu Tripura para 11
4. Gidda Kumar para l6
5. Brisha Kumar para 07
6. Sutna para 11
7. Kailang 03

The hamlcts Ananta Sardar purs and Arjun Kumar para are situated
within Purbapilak Gaon Sabha of the Baikhora Police Station in Bolonia
sub-tivision of the district of South Tripura and are about 15 kilomenics
from Jolaibari High School.

The hamlet are bounded on the east by Debltamura and on the west by
FPurbapiiak and on the south by Bagmara (Sabroom horder} and on  the
rarth by Birendranagar.

The hamleis Kanu Tripura para, Gidda Kumar para, Brisha Kumar
para and Sulnapara arc within Kalsi Gaon Sabha of the Baikhora Police
Stativn of the district of South Tripura and are about 8 kilometres away
from Jolaibari High School.

The hamlets are bounded on the east by Kanuprasad para and on the

west by Dulucharra and on the north by Bancaphabari and on the south
by Mohari river.

Fhe hamlet kaifang is situated within Purhapilak Gaon Sabha of the
Baikhora Police Station in Belonia Sub-division of the district of South
Tripura and is about 12 kilometres from Jolaibari High School.

The hamlet Kaifang is bounded on the east by Silachari and on the
west by Kalsi and on the north by Birmanta and on the south by Tripura.

Commukication

There is u metalled road from Bogafa to Kalsi. The people of that
area enjoy sucli communication facility as is not generally available in
the hilly areas. The hamlets Ananta Sardar para, Arjun Kumar para and
Kaifang havg a jecpable road from Kalsi to Tairuma Bazar at a distance
of onic 1o threc Kilometres. The said jeepable road may be extended upto
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some kilomeires towards the hamlets so that the poor tribale may  avail
Lhemselves of the easy communication facility at a considerable expenss
and the same will do much help in time of emergency and in urgent need,

The communication facility by jeep is conlemptible during the rainy
seasonn becavse the road being kachha becomes muddy due to rain waler
and flowing water from the high slopes from both the sides. The river
Muhari in the southern side of Kalsi Gaon Sabha flows towards the
different dircctions.

1 he charras are situated in and arcund the different surveyed hamlets.
During the rainy scason, sometimes the charras are full of water which brim
over tor hours togethes. People have to face g great difficulty to cross
those charras and one has to swim if he desires to cross. Bul it is intzres-
ting to note that those chardas got back their original from after .ome
hours when people can cross those charras on foot.

I'here are many up and down hilly feeder tracts which connect
diferent surveved hamlets, The aboriginals can easily cross those tracts,

Charceteristios of the hamiet

I'he hamlets Anania Sardar para. Arjun Kumar para have no good
market {ucility. They have to go to Kalsibazar which is at a distance of
4 kilometres. The market day, it is lcarnt, a distinguished day for the
tribal people. Both men and women move to the market in a batch wear-
ing colourful dress and using ornaments. A stream of aboriginals move
lo the markets and it displays piclurésque scene.

The tribes select tilla lands to build their houses for dwelling and
never feel any finking for plain lands for the said purposc and they spare
no pains to fetch waler from the low land at a distance—say about hall
1 kilometres or more—it is their peculiar characteristic.

In Aanata Savdar parz and Arjun Kr. para their are no other castes
and tribes save and except Moatia souls. They are compact group with
a strong in group feeling and a high sense of self identity. It is interesting
1o note that, durfing my short survey, it reveals that they do not like other
tribals of another sect or non-tribals who inhabit with them in the same
hamlet. They like to live atone. It seems, this puls a greal har to the
function of broad outlook. The Noatias of Kanu Tripura para, Gidda
Kumar para, Britha Kumar par2 and Sutnapara are livipg with other,
trihals and non-tribals and there prevails perfect solidarity and harmony
among them. No clash, social or economic is reported hylany_uf the
soul. In some of the surveyed hamlets, the Noatias also believe in some
animistic rites but those arc now-a-days given up by most of them.

Different facilities

The hamlets of Ananta Sardar para. Arjun Kumar para and Kaifang
suffer from want of good drinking water. The people of these hamlets
are contended 1o obtain water from nearby charras. The people of Kanu
Tripura para, Gidda Kumar para, Brisha Kumar para and Sutnapara
have good sources of drinking water. There are some governmenl ring
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wells and tube wells. Some of the well-to-tle households in and adjacent
to the hamlets have some ponds. People may obtain water from rhose
=OUrCes.

It may be summarised that the source of drinking water in the
hamlcls of Kanue Tripura para, Gidda Kumar para, Brisha Kumar para
and  Sulnapara is. 1o some  extent, tollerable, but as to the hamlet of
Ananta Sardar para and Arjun Kumar para is deplorable. Accordingly.
the sinking of tube wells and construction of ring-wells are the crving
need of the day.

For ‘mudical facilitics, the tribals have 10 depend mostiy on herbal
medicines which are avaiiable from the quacks. Sometimes, they have
to depend on the village Ojhai who praciices different magical rites in
order lo pleasc the deitics.  He preseribes  different  drugs  and herbs.
Sumetimes the villuge Ojhai administers  water sanclified by Mantras.
Seiious paticnts are 1aken o government hospitals at Bogafa and Belonia.

In short, 16 may be concluded that the general sanilation of the
namiets Anamla Sardar para, Arjun Kumar para and Kaifang is not so
good but the sanitation of the other wurveyed hamleis is moderale, to
some cxient, though not up o the mark.

Hamier Orearisarion

Each hamlct has its own hamlet-council, but the traditional village
organisation does not exist among the MNoatia of today. The hamlet
organisation of the Noatias, now-a-davs consists of the Roaza of cach
hamlei, His post may be heredilory. He decides the matters in consuilz-
tion with some elderly persons of the hamlet. The Roaza along with
some clderly persons of the Hamlet deals with cases of breach of sociul
norms and rules, cases of love affairs and divorce ete. The council trics
ils best Lo compromise the mattier.

What | have obhserved during my  field trips in the Noatia society
of the surveyed hamlets is that they are peace-loving and are contended
with the adjudication of the Roaza of the different hamlets.

DEMOGRAPITY

Population

The Noatia tribes in this sub-division according to the Census report
of 1971 are given as numbering 925. A survey of all the zouols s not
feasible, Tt is decided to conduct a household investigation by the sample
survey mecthod and the following hamilets are selected for imvestigation
viz.,, Ananta Sardar para, Arjun Kumar para and Kaifang under Purba-
pilak Gaon Sabha, Kenu Tripura para, Gidda Kumar para, Brisha Kumar
para and Suinapara under Kalsi Gaon Sabha.

All the surveyed hamlets have 284 houscholds consist of 468 souls
with the break of 243 males and 223 females. From the survey, il reveals
that the average size of the households is 5.6.
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The hamlets Ananta Sardar para and Arjun Kumar para have
homogeneous population but other hamicts have cosmopolitan population
which are as follows :

MNome of the hamlees Households

I. Kanu Tripura para

2. Gidda Kumar para Mag 195

3. Brisha Kumar para Riang 8l

4, Suilna para Bengalee 173

5. Kaifang Man . 03
Riang 24
Bengalee 01

Table—35 below, shows the general distribution of population of the
surveyed hamlets,

TABLE—35
Distribution of Population

T Nameofthe  No.of  No.of  Miles % Females %
hamlets. families members. distn- distri-
bution. bulion.

1. Ananta Sardar para, 18 98 5l ¥ R 47 4798
2. Arjun Kr, Para 25 138 1z 52.&% i 4T84
3. Kanu Tripura para 1 5t 4 4y 7 5399
4, Gidde Kr. Paa 16 76 4] 51.9% 135 46.1%
% Brizhs 1. Para o7 % 19 487% 10 51.3%
6. Sutna Para 11 50 28 ey, 22 4444
7. Kaifang 03 16 10 625% 06 47°5%

Cotaposition of family:
A nuclear type of family with patrarchal authority forms the unit of
the Moatia Society but joint famillies are also not altogether unknown
in surveyed hamlets. The family among the Noatias is thc basic social
unit. But now-a-days joint familics are nor so common owing to the
increase in the size of the joint families and due to economic reasons.

'The Noatla Society is patriarchal and the lineage is always Lraced
through the father. If the eldest son separates himself from the family
and starts to Jive outside his father,s household, he forfeits all claims to
inherit anv of the property which descends to the younger sons.

It is worth mentioning that the Noatias of the surveyed hamlets have
adjusted themselves to the local environment and have adopted ithe
methods, customs and practices of the territory which they hailed from.
From the investigation, it reveals that there are eight joint families two
special joint families of the surveyed hamlets.
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Marital Starus

Monogamy is the common practice but polygamy is also permitied by
the socicty., Marriage by negotitation is the common feaiure. From the
rurvey it reveals that usually they practise iribal endogamy. never marry
non-tribel  people.  Their marrigges  follow  strict rules of Kin-group
organisation. During my ficld wip, it appears that they keep foliowing
their cusioms of their forefathers.

Tlie marriage rite is performed by the Gjhai ur the village priest on a
scheduled date, Marriage as a result of love is also traced in the surveyed
haralets. Child marriage 5 a rare exception in the  survey  hamlets.
During field trips, it is learnt that eigth love marriage came off in  the
dffiercnt hamlets. Dowry syslem  cxists, but the traditional dowry in
respect of bride-price is not in vogue. Divorce is initiated by 1he muiual
conscit of the hushand and the wife.

Educetionel facilities

The hamlets Ananta Sardar para and Arjun Kumar para hav: one
Junior Basic  School  which is sitvated at the  heart of the hamlets,
As there is no higher cducational cenire in these hamlels or ncarby
hamlets, one has lo move lo Kalsi Scnior Basic School which is at a
distance of 12 kilometrey and to Jolaibari High School ai a distance of
16 kilometres. There are only two boys who are reporied to be reading
in cluss X in Belonia Vidvapit High School. Fecding centre s situaled
al Aananta  Sardar para and the same is, it i lecarnl,  discontinued  for
paucily ol funds,

Other surveyed hamlets have Junior Basic School and Senior Basic
School in o adjacest hamlets. The children have to go to Jolaiba
High Schoal for higher elucation a1 a distance oi twe amd a kaif
kilometres.

Majority of the people of the surveyed hamlets are iliiterate and a
few among them are able to read only nnd some of them have aticnded
diffeient stages of cducation. A negligible number of females had got
education up to different stages, otherwise majority of them are illilerate.
The older gencration is indifferent to education but the younger genera-
tion ix more inclined 10 education.

It has been reported by the people of Ananta Sardar para and Arjun
Kumar para that the teacher of the school is always irregular. He
alwavs comes to school from a distance of twelve kilomeires daily. Roads
of the interior tribal villages become rather impassable during the
monsoon. Hence the aMendance of that so called teacher in the rainy
season becomes contemptible. It is suggested that, the tcachers of the
interior villages may be instructed for residing near the schools, Inspile
nf different schools situated in and around the hamicts, it may be opined
that the people of all the surveyed hamlets have remained backward from
the range of lilcracy.

AGRARIAN STRUCTURES

Land & iis wilisation

Land is the basic factor of the production, others being capital Egm:l
labour, The territory having from time immemorial jhuming or shifting
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cultivation in character, people by convention atlach to the lands.
Maturally the question how much land is under their occupation may
crop up for proper calculation. Besides agricultural lands, one is in
need of a small plot of land 1o construct at least a simple coltage with a
view to inhabiting safely.

It is observed that the vield of the land is very lamentable in some
of the areas of the surveyed hamiets due 1o march in the same land. Tt is
most necessary to reclaim the marshy land by way of excavating channels
on both sides of the tilla land with a view to enhancing the output.

Because of absence of current land revenue records, il is not possible
to have official data on holdings. Finding no alternative, I am to satisfy
with the informations of the hamlels in respect of the lands possessed
by each houschold. Based on information collected from the tribals, the
quantity of land utilization are appended in Table—36 below and  the
distribution of houscholds owned by landowner and landless is furniched
in Table—37.

TABLE—36
Distribution of operational Haoldings
Name o_nr;_ - Toual ;I‘Iill Turtal B ‘.n-:ml _Tuhl o
Hamlies Lunga 1illa Home- lunga tilla land
land. land. siead land unde
land under Culti-
culti- VALION.
valn,
1. Ananta Sardar para. 31.20 — 0440  31.20 —_
2. Arjun Kumar para 3060 0180 0680 3060 010D
3. Kanu Tripura para Ole0 0540 0220 O0l60 0420
4. Gidda Kr. para — 04.20 02.40 — 02.00
5. Brisha Kr. para — 02.20 01.80 — 02.20
6. Sulna para — 02.60 02.20 — 02.00
7. Kaifang = 01.60 00.80 - 01.00
TABLE—37
Distribution of Households by landowner and landiess
‘Nume of the - ~ No. of land ~ % = land- ~ %
Hamless families owner distribution less distribution
l. Ananta Sardar
para 18 13 2.3% 05 27.7%
2. Arjun Kr. para i} 10 35.7% 18 64.3%
3. Kanu Iripura para 11 05 45.4% 06 54.6%
4, Gidda Kr. para 16 14 87 5% 02 12.5%
5. HBrnsha kr. para 07 06 85.7% 01 14.3%
6. Sutnapara 11 e 81.8% 02 08.2%
7. Kaifang 03 0l 33.4% 0z 66.6%
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Mariral Status

Monogamy is the common practice but polygamy is also permitted by
the society. Marriage by negotitation is the common feature. From the
curvey it reveals that usually thev practise tribal endogamy, never marry
non-tribal  peaple.  Their marrieges  follow  strict rules of Kin-group
organisation. During my fizld trip, it appears that they keep following
their customs of their forefathers.

The marriage rite is performed by the Gjhai or the village priest on a
scheduled date. Marriage as a result of love is also traced in the surveyed
hamlets. Child marriage is a rare exception in the survey hamiets
During field trips, it is learnt that eigth love marriage came off in the
dffiercnt hamlets. Dowry system  exists, but the traditional dowry in
respect of bride-price is not in vogue. Divorce is initiated by the mutual
consent of the husband and the wifz,

Educational focilities

The hamlets Ananta Sardar para and Arjun Kumar para have one
Junior Basic School which is situated at the heart of the hamlets,
As there is no higher educational centre in these hamlets or nearby
hamlets, one has 1o move to Kalsi Senior Basic 3chool which is at a
distance of 12 kilometrea and to Jolaibari High School at a distance of
I kilometres. There are only two boys who are reported 1o be reading
in class 1% in Belonia Vidyapit High School. Feeding centre is situated
al Ananta Sardar para and the same is, it is learnt, discontinued for
paucity of funds.

Other surveyed hamlets have Junior Basic School and Senior Basic
Schoo! in o1 adjacest hamlets. The children have to go to Jolaibail
High School for higher elucation at a distance of two and a half
kilometres.

Majority of the people of the surveyed hamlets are illiterate and a
few among Lhem are able 1o read only ond some of them have attended
different stages of cducation. A negligible number of females had got
education up to different stages, otherwise majority of them are illiterate.
The older generation is indifferent te education but the younger genera-
tion is more inclined to education.

It has been reported by the people of Ananta Sardar para and Arjun
Kumar para that the teacher of the school is always irregular. He
alway: comes to school from a distance of twelve kilometres daily. Roads
of the interior tribal villages become rather impassable during the
monsoon. Hence the attendance of that so called teacher in the rainy
season becomes contemptible. It is suggested that, the tcachers of the
interior villages may be instructed for residing near the schocls. Inspite
of different schools situated in and around the hamlets, it may be opined
that the people of all the surveyed hamlets have remained backward from
the range of literacy.

AGRARIAN STRUCTURES
Land & ks urilisation

Land is the basic factor of the production, others being capital and
labouv. The territory having from time immemorial jhuming or shifling
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cultivation in character, peaple hy convention  atiach to the  lands.
Maturally the question how much land s under their occupation may
crop up for proper caleolation.  Besides  agricultural  lands, one i: in
need of a small plet of land to construct at least a simple coltage with a
view to inhabiting =afely.

It 1s observed that the vield of the land is very lamentable in some
of the areas of the surveyed hamlets due to march in the same Jand, Tris
mosl necessary to recliim the marshy land by way of excavating channcls
on hoth sides of the tilla land with a2 view to enhancing the ouput.

Because of absence of current land revenue records, it is not possible
to have official data on holdings. Finding no alternative, 1 am 1o satisfy
with the informations of the hamlets in respect of the lands possessed
by cach household, Based on information collected from the tribals, the
quantity of land utiligation are appended in Table—236  below and (e
distribution of houscholds owned by landowner and landless is [urniched
in Table—37.

TABLE—35
Diseriburion of operationgl Holdings
_Nnmc 'u:|'1h:_ B ?;;ﬂ ;'n'.al Tuial IE TulI'I __Tl;lt.a.-]-_-_
Hamles Lunga tilla Honre- lunga tilla land
land. land. steadd larnd umder
land under Culti-
cul_l:i- wvation,
vation,
1. Anania Sardar para. 320 — 04,40 31.20 —
2. Arjun Kumar para J0.60  OLBD 06380  30.60 OL.0OD
3 Kanu Tripura para 01.60 05,40 02.20 olL6el 0420
4. Gidda Kr. para — 04.20 (12,40 — 2.0
5. Brisha Kr. para -- 0220 0L8D — 02.20
6 Sulna para — 0260 0220 — 02.00
7. Kaifang ; — 01.60 00.80 01.00
TABLE—317
Diziriburion of Households by landowner and landiess
T T "Nume of the No of fend — @  lgnd- B - TR
Hamlets families owner  distribution less distribution
L. Ananta Sardar S
para 18 13 12.3% 05 2. 7%
2 Arun Kr. para 28 10 35.7% 18 64.3%
£ Kanu I'mpura para 1 0s 45.4% 06 5.6t
4. Gwdda Kr. para 16 14 87.5% 02 12.5%
5. Brisha Kr. para 07 0 85.7% | 14.3%%
6. Sulnapara 11 o9 B1.8% 02 08 2%

7. Kaifang o ol 3340 02 66.6%
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Marital Sratus

Monogamy is the common practice but polygamy is also permitted by
the society. Marriage by negotitation is the common feature. From the
curvey il reveals that usually they practise tribal endogamy. never marcy
non-tribal people. Their marriages follow strict rules of Kin-group
organisation. During my ficld trip, it appears that they keep following
their customs of their forefathers.

The marriage rite is performed by the Ojhai or the village priest on a
scheduled date. Marriage as a result of love is also traced in the surveyed
hamlcts. Child marriage is a rare ¢xception in the survey hamlets.
During feld trips, it is learnt that eigth love marriage came off n  the
dffiercnt hamlets. Dowry system  exists, but the traditional dowry in
respect of bride-price is not in vogue. Divorce is initiated by the muiual
consent of the husband and the wife.

Educational facilities

The hamlets Ananta Sardar para and Arjun Kumar para have one
Junior Basic School which is sitvated at the heart of the hamlets,
As there is no higher educational ceéntre in these hamlets or nearby
hamlets, one has to move to Kalsi Scnior Basic School which is ar a
distance of 12 kilometres and to Jolaibari High School al a distance of
|6 kilometres. There are only two hoys who are reported to be reading
i class 1X in Belomia Vidyapit High School. Feedinz centre is situated
at Apanta Sardar para and the same is, it s learnt, discontinued for
paucity of funds.

Other survey:d hamlets have Junior Basic School and Senior Basic
School in o adjacest hamlets, The children have to go to Jolasbzik
High School for higher elucation at a distance of two and a half
kilometres.

Majority of the people of the surveyed hamlets are illiterate arnd a
few among Lhem are able to read only and some of them have attended
different stages of cducation. A negligible number of females had got
education up to diffcrent stages, otherwise majority of them arc illiterate.
The older generation is indifferent to education but the younger gencra-
tion iz more inclined to education.

It has been reported by the people of Ananta Sardar para and Arjun
Kumar para that the teacher of the school is always irregular. He
always comes to school from a distance of twelve kilometres daily. Roads
of the interior tribal villages become rather impassable during the
monsoon. Hence the afmendance of that so called teacher in the rainy
season becomes conlémptible. It s suggested that, the teachers of the
interior villages may be instructed Por residing near the schools. [nspite
of different schools sitwated in and around the hamlets, it may be opined
that the people of all the surveyved hamlets have remained backward from
the range of literacy.

AGRARIAN STRUCTURES
Land & itz wiilisation

Land is the basic factor of the production, others being capital and
labouwy. The territory heving from time immemorial jhuming or shifting



cultivalion in character,

people by

Maturally the question how much land is under their
crop up for proper calculation.
need of a small plot of land to construct at least a simple cottage with a

view to inhabiting safely.

Besides

agricultural

convention aittach to the lands,

occupation may
lands, one is in

It is observed that the vield of the land is very lamentable in some
of the areas of the surveyed hamlets duc to march in the same land. Tt is
most necessary Lo reclaim the marshy land by way of excavating channels
on both sides of the tilla land with a view to enhancing the output.

Because of absence of current land revenue records, it is not possible

to have official data on holdings.

Finding no alternative, T am to satisfy
with the informations of the hamlets in respect of the lands possessed
by cach houschold. Based on information collected from the tribals, the
quantity of land utilisation are appended in Table—36 below and the
distribution of households owned by landowner and landless is furnished

in Table—37.
TABLE 34
Distribution of operational Holdings
Mamie of the h Total - :I'nlal :l:t;a_F Toial - 'I'ot;]__
Hamiltes Lunga tilla Home- lunga tilla land
land. land. stead land undes
land under Culti-
culti- vation.
vation.

1. Ananta Sardar para. 3120 — 0440 3120 2 —
2. Arjun Kumar para 3060 01.80 06.80 30.60 01.00
3. Kanu Tripura para 01.60 05.40 02.20 0l.e0 04.20
4. Gidda Kr. para — 04.20 02.40 — 02.00
5. Brisha Kr. para — 0220 0L.30 — 02.20
6. Sulna para — 02.60  02.20 02.00
7. Kaifang — 01.60 00.80 — 01.00

TABLE—37
Distribution of Households by landowner and landless

T Nume of the T No. of land %  land- %

. Hamleis families owner distribution less distribution
5 _ﬁ-ﬁaﬁtra Sardarh S .

para 18 13 12,30 05 21. 7%
4, Arun Kr, para 28 10 137% 18 64, 3%
3. Kanu Iripura para 11 05 45.4% 06 54.6%
4. dda Kr. para 16 14 87.5% 02 12.5%
5. Brisha Kr. para 07 06 85.7% 01 14.3%
6. Sutnapara 11 ! 81.8% 02 08,200
7. Kaifang 03 0l 33.4% 02 66.6%
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Uut of 94 households as shown in Table—37, 15 households are
big cultivators who possess above 2 acres, 43 houscholds possess | to 2
acres and thus occupy the middle position in status and 36 households

are landless.

Apricuttural Method

From the investigation, it lranspires that all the hamlels seem to
possess a considerable lion's share of the land resources as tilla lands of
the surveyed hamlets. It is a happy sign that the people of thesc areas
have started to practise the plantation of turmeric, ginger etc. on the
tilla lands, Irrigation facility is very poor. So people of these areas are
less interested in Bodo cultivation. In this respcct, it is suggested that
charras’ water in rains may be stored by construction of dams in different
places.

During my survey, it reveals that some modern agricultural methods
of the government have not been received with enthusiasm and good will
by some tribals of this area. The Village Level Workers may be
instrucled to discuss with the tribals about the above factors for time to
time.

Livesrock & Poultry

Fossession of cultivable lands is not cnough for operation, to make
the land fit for cultivation, bullocks and buffaloes arc equally imporiant
for cultivation. Poultey birds, particularly the fowls are very important
to the tribais for worship as well as consumption. It is learnt that all
the fowls are of local or country breeds. It has been reported that
cepidenmic for cattle and fowls often breaks oul. The use of herbal
medicine is common. So the establishment of A.I. Centre at Tairuma
Barar for trcating these livestocks is most needed. Table—38 bolow
shows the statistics of the livestocks and poultry of the surveyed hamlets.

TABLE—18
Distribution of Livestock & Poultry,

Bullock Milch  Pig Goar Pouliry

Name of the Ham.’er.r-

l. Ananta Sardar para. 18 05 23 a2 45
2. Arjun Kr. para, 22 04 31 — i7
3. Kanu Iripura para, 06 02 07 —_ 24
4, Gidda Kr. para. 12 02 20 — 29
5. Brisha Kr, para. i — —_ — 05
6. Sutna para. 04 — — — 04
7. Kaifang 02 — - — 11

_i' as & Imptﬂﬁ;!nrs

Table—39, shows data on the number of mools and implement: in
use in the surveyed hamlets. It can not be denied that the number aof
tools and implements have relation with the number of workers and tneir
position. Based on information, the statistics of the tocols and the imple-
ments in use has been formulated.
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TABLE 19
Distribution of Tools & Implements
" Name of the .‘I..r.i;rﬂﬂ;' ._”__.F}OEFI__ .‘Em_d;: Harrow Sickle Takhal
. Ananta Sardar para 06 13 06 17 19
2. Arjun Kr. para 11 21 11 26 28
3. Kanu Tripura para 03 0 03 09 11
4. GUidda Kr. para 06 12 05 19 19
5. Brisha Kr, para o 06 0 08 09
6. Sulna para o2 08 0z Ll 1l
/. Kaifang 0l 02 0l 03 03

ECONOMICAL STATUS
Inconie
Like other areas of Tripura, the people of all the surveyed hamlels

depend on cultivation. Generally the tribals of the surveyed hamlets are
engaped in different categories of occupations which ace as follows :

a) Cultivation on their own lands,

b) Share-cropping work on the land let oul by others,

¢) Daily labourzr in  constnction of roads, reclamation of lands,
plantation of trees in the forest gardens.

There is no village industry in and adjacent 10 their hamlets, so the
people of this area have Lo depend on  cultivation as their primary
occupation and labourers as their secondary occupation. The availability
of job sprincing from cultivation is not adequate for the people of the
Iribes. They gel no regular job in all <easons for earning. As a result,
they drvag a miserable existence. I is worth mentioning that usually the
tribals can manage iheir meals and other necessaries of life only for six
months out of the output from cultivation. So the cultivalors have to
search for second :ocurce of income like that of constructional work,
reliefl work ete.  Yet, a good number of days of the year they go without
any work, As they have ne work during some pertions of the year,
manpower is lost heavily, On the other hand, the landless people have to
depend on earning from daily labour. The engagement of the work
becomes the same.

In my short survey at different hamlets, I am given the information
that the sverage annual inpome of the cultivator is about Rupees five
hundred only and the rate of daily iabourer per soul varies from rupees
four to five for man and rupees three to four for woman.

Expenditiire

Ihe eccnomic life of the peeple of the Noatia tribe is nuder
develonpzd.  During my survey, T have come to learn that daily Jabourers
nave no ample scope for regular job. One of the salient featurc of
their economic life is that people who earn sumecthing spends lavishly
in mirth and drinking rice-beer heavily without thinking a bit for the
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morrow. They have had little knowledge about controlled expenditure.
As a result, a large number of people often drags miserable existence of
hie. Owver and above, they never like Lo keep proper accounts of their
mcome and expenditure,

It iv worth mentioning that the cxpenditures on consumption of meal
is wvery significant, Generally seventy five percent of the total income
15 spent in this rcgard.  As a result, eighty five percent people of the
surveyed hamlets po on deficit budget which are made pood from different
agencies like loan from money-lenders or any other sources. In ahuence

of any asvistance, the people of the surveyed hhmlets have to survive
unfed or underfed,

Loan & Indebredness

It is lecarnt from the people of the hamlets of Ananta Saradr para
and Arjun Kumar para that the average indcbtedness is heavy., They
are over head and ears in debt. The people borrow paddy for seed as
well as consumption purposes.  The paddy is costlier at the time of
taking loan and much cheaper at the harvest times when they repay the
loan with interest.  Therefore, the rate of interest is never less than
fifty percent. Sometimes the mahajans or the money-lenders deal in
some other articles like cloth, ormaments and different objects of domestic
requirements. The price of such arlicles are realised in exchange of
articles produced by the tribal hamlets @t excrbitant high rates. During
“my field trip, it is learnt that about 60 households are indebleded with an
amount of rupces one hundred to one thousand.

The tribals are illiterate and simple and cannot understand the book-
keeping of the clever mahajans or the money-lenders and fall easily into
the cluiches of the so-called village mahajans. As regards the condition
of the people of the surveyed hamlets viz, Kanu Tripura para, Gidda
Kumar para, Sutna pata and Kaifang, it may be :aid that a considerable
number of people arc so poor that they cannot get loan as and when
necessary for want of security. Generally the loan is available from the
village mahajans who extend loan against a guarantes or security. It is a
malter of sheer dis-appointmen that those wreiched people donot
possess any puérantec Or security against the loan either in cash or kind
al a high rate of interesl. Therefore, the people of the abuve surveyed
hamlets usually cannot have lean. Yet, it is lcarnt at the time of survey
tha: :ome tribals of the above Hamlels took insignificant lean from the
maoncy-lenders or known persons with an understanding that they would
repay the loan physical labour during agricultural operation. The ratc
of such loan is 50% (o 60%. [ have been informed that about 40 house-
holds are indebted with an extent of rupees twentyfive to one hundred,

From the above surveyed hamlets, it is learnt that the paddy loan
which is repaid in exchange of labour is more lucrative to the tribals,
Paddy loan is taken throughout the year for inproductive purposss
like consumption and it is to be returned along with interest thereon
after the barvesting season.
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SUGGESTIONS

in the foregoing pages, I have presented a report on the findings
of my rurvey in different aspects of the socio-economic life of the Noatia
tribes of Belonia sub-division. Based on findings of the investigations,
the following suggestions arc appended for the welfare of the socially
depressed sections of the aboriginals of the territory,

1. Landles: tribals should be provided with work by establishing
co-operative farming.  Wood-crafts may be established in the hamicts.
Adequate mceasures sMould be taken for training the tribals in the
production of these articles,  Publicity should be extended for sale of
the products,

2. School teachers of primary schools of tribal villages should be
instructed for residing near the schools,  Strictness should be observed
by the authority concemed in this respect.

3. Most of the tribals of t#e surveyed hamlets are landless
cultivalors,. A vigorous search should forthwith be made for cultivatable
lands in the tribal areas. The lands thus searched oul needs distribution
among the landless tribals, It goes without saying that the poorer section
of the tribal community whi descrves every care and consideration,
claims (o receive priority at the hands of the land  distributors, Tt is
suggested that nothing like favouritism or nepotism will creep in w the
distribution of the land found out by vigorous search.

4. Imization fecilities should be accorded to wherever possible so that
bodo-cultivation may come into becides several seasonal crops of high
vielding.

5. In the tribal arcas, the government employees of different
categorics are posted to look into the social and economic conditions
of the Iribal people. The officers act as medium between the government
and the people, and they tdansmit the demands and problems of the
tribals 1o the State Government for solving  their  problems. In this
respecl, a point may be discussed abow the frequent transfer of the
employees from onc place to another. Their transfer are so frequent
that they cannot give full attention to tde needs and problems of the
tribals for redress. Considering the badz problems of the tribals and
their remedies. the employees assigned to the tribal works should not be
disturbed without acule reason in the interest of the tribals at large.
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PART—VI
KAILASHAHAR
VILLAGE BACKGROUND

Location

The following hamlets of Kaileshahar sub-division under Chailenta
Multipurpose  Block Kumarghat Block Development offices have been
surveyed in relation to socio-cconomic life of the Noatia tribes and
findings that emcrgcd are appended hereunder :

Nm Hle e hamles Number of ,famrhfs
S Sridan gr:'ha ra 56
2. Baishnab Charan Roaza para 45
3. Durantamani Roaza para 11
4. Hakrai Roaza para 07
5. Mangal Roaza para 15
6. Brata Kumar Rouza para 13

Sridangcharra is a forest humlet. It is situated within Kumarghat
Block Development office in Kailashahar supb-division in the district of
Nortiv Tripura and is about 5 (five) kilometres away fwom Kumarghat
market.

The ebove hamlet i~ bounded on the north by Assam-Agartala Road
and on the south by Machra Road and on the cast by Scrmun tilla and
on the west by Kacharitala tilla.

The hamlet Baishnab Charan Roaza para is situated within Dakhin
Dumacharra Gaon Sabha under Kailachahar sub-division in the district
of Morth Tripura and is about 7 (seven) kilometres away from Manughat
Folice Station,

The above hamlet is bounded on the east by Manu river and on the
wesl by Longtharai Reserve Forest and on the north by Uttar Dumacharra
and on the south by Longtharai Reserve forest.

The hamlets Durantamani Roaza para, Hakrai Roaza para, Mangal
Roaza para and Brata Kumar Roaza para are situated within Mainama
Gaon Sabha under Kailasahar sub-division in the district of North Tripura
and are about 4 kilomotres away from Manughat primary Health Centre.

All the above hamlets are bounded on the east by chisincharra Tribal
colony and on the west by Manu river and on the north by Manughat
and on the =outh by Chailengta Bazar,

LCommmunication

All the surveved hamlets do not suffer from said plight in communica-
tion facilities and as such they stand enviable to other areas of the
territory. The hamlet Sfidangcharra has a bus rcad known as Assam-
Agariala Road passing by the hamlet, at a dictance of cone to three
kilometres The feeder tracts maintained by the dwellers of the same
hamlet are not fit for easy communication 1o the outsiders. But the
tribals are accustomed to it and can cross thosc paths with case.
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The hamlet Baishnab Roaza pata has a good communication faeilities.
The government has contemplated to construct a road from Manughat to
Fatikroy. Recently, the construction of the road from Moanughat to
Dumacharra Bazar has already been completed. Tt s lcarnt that the
government has also undertaken the construction of the rest portion
within this financial vyear and thus it will do great help in respect of
communication facilities for the people at large. There are many feeder
tracts in between the hamlets which conncet different hamlets,

There is a metalled road from Manughat to Chamanu passing bv the
edges of the hamlets of Durantamani Roaza para, Hakri Roaza para,
Mangal Roaza para and Brata Kumar Roaza para, at a distance of one to
four kilometres. Due to hilly nature of the arcas, there are some feeder
tracts connecting different hamlcts.

During the monsoon, the up and down hilly tracts of the different
surveved hamlets cause great hindrance and trouble to investigators and
outsiders who cannot easily pass along the tracts for penetration in to the
hamlets hut to the tribal folks it is otherwise, they find no diffeulty to
move along these tracts.

Characteristics of the hamlet

Different tribals and some caste Hindus have been dwelling in the
surveyed hamlets. It is learnt that there is no class distinctien among the
inhabitants in respect of social and economical spheres: only distinction
is observed in times of different worships and matrimonial ceremonies.
Most of the males and a good number of fomales are belinguals i.e. Bengali
wnd Kok-borak languages speaking.

The people of Sridangcharra have no market facility in and around the
hamlet. They have to go to the market at Papiacharra which is at a
distance of 5 kilometers. The people of Durantamani Roaza para, Hakrai
Roaza para, Mangal Roaza para and Brata Kumar Roaza para have
a market at Mainama which is situated almost in the vicinity of their
hamlets. They have a good market at Chailengia, at a distance of 6 10 7
kilomncires,

There ic a market a1 Dumacharra known as 'Dumacharra bazar'
where the people of Baishnab Charan Roaza para and other hamlets make
direct sales to traders and purchase their daily necessaries in the weekly
marhel. [ have had an opportunity to witness that market cday (mondayf
at the time of my survey. I have seen shopping of the aboriginals in that
market, It is obsarved, on market day, it is a stream of tribals with
head-load and backbasket full of different goods, being transported to
the market up and down the hills from miles away. On market day. the
sylvan people generally wear their best costumes and colourful adornments
made of metals and flowers to exhibit their tasie, liking and economic
status. The women folks go to the market with babics in their back tied by
a piece of cloth. The men folks move to the market along with their
wives early in the moming. Usually the sylvan people set out for market
in batches at dawn and return to their abodes before sun-set. Once a
weeck, the aboriginals enjoy weckly market day where they come across
their friends, rclations and other village elders from different places and
have a cozy day for discusging and exchanging their views, ideas and
ditferent problems etc.
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Another interesting ilem is observed on that market day, I have come
across some Mundas (proto-Ausiroloids) of both male and female folks
in the Dumacharra Bazar. Those Mundas, it is learnt, came from
Chotanagpur plateau and took refuge into this region during the El'iITiS-_h
period.  Somc scolars opine that they were auracted to make entry into
East Bengal during the British region for developments of indigo cultivation.
But it is an object of deeper study.

Hinduism gains ground in Tripura especially among  the people of
Moalia tribe. They worship cults. Their tendency grows towards worship
of gods and goddesses day by day. [ have had an opportunity during my
field trip to meet a MNoatia Baishnab named Chandidas Baishnab son of
Rashikdas Baishnab of Baishnab Charan Roaza para and he is worshipp-
ing the cult of *lagannath’, ‘Balaram’ and ‘Subhadre’ in deep meditation.
I also have been reported by the said Baishnab that he received initiation
from another Baishnab and since he has been praclising utterance of
sacred mintras to worship elc. three daily and regularly.

It has also been reported that one Ananda Mohan Tripura of
Noatia community of the same hamlet went to Gaya to perform agblation.
It may safely be said that they have devotion to Hindu religion and faith in
spiritual power. Further I have been informed that some members of the
Moatia communily of Uttar Dumacharra worship the goddess Durga in
every vyear with the help of Brahman Pandit in place of (traditional
tribal priest.

Differen: facilities

Most of the Hamlets have pood sources of drinking water and people
of those hamlets have either government nng-wells or kuchha wells
belongimg to well-to-do households. The hamlet Baishnab Charan Ruoaza
para has good sources of drinking water. In Dakshin Dumacharra Gaon
Sabha, there are six government ring-wells and seven tube wells.  Besides,
there are some privately owned kachha wells. There are one ring-well
and three tube wells and the people of Durantamani Roaza para, Hakrai
Roaza para, Manpal Roaza para and Brata Kumar Roaza para obiain
drinking water from those sources, The hamlet Sridangcharra has no
good sources of drinking water. The people have to depend on water
of Sridangcharra which passes through the hamlet.

The people of Baishnab Charan Roarza para has one AL Sub-centre
(Village Weterinary Centre) situated at Dumacharra Bazar which at a
distrance of ! 1o 2 kilometres, The people of Durantamani Roaza para,
Hakrai Roaza para, Mangal Roaza para and Brata Kumar Roaza
para have no facility of veterinary hospital within  easy reach.  They
have lo go to Chailengta, al a distance of 5 kilometrss and the people of
Sridangcharre have to go to Kumarghat, at & distance of 5 kilometres and
to Pechartal, at a distance of 7 kilometres. All the surveved hamlets
have no medical facilities within the hamlets, The inhabitants have to
depend more or less on herbal medicines 1o be obtained from village
quacks,
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Hamie; Organisation

It is learnt from tHe surveyed hamlets that, with regard to social
leadership in a tribal society, generally the Roaza or the hamlet chief
offers a very fertile ground for the development of the respective hamlets.
Among the Noatia population. it is observed that the Roaza. the Pan-
chayat Pradhan, the Panchavalt Secretary along with members appear Lo
have been straining every nerve for the solution of village problems.
Their decisions are binding and obligatory where village problems are
concerned.

DEMOGRAPHY
Fopulaiion

The population of the Noatia tribe in Kailasahar sub-division as per
Census 1971 is nil. During my socic-cconomic survey of different sub-
divisions, it is observed that a huge number of tribals belonging to Noatia
community have been inhabiting in Kailasahar sub-division. 1L seems
tHat the cnumerators of Census Departmenil posted the MNoatia tnbes
into Tripuri Community, because some of the Noatia tribes of different
sub-divisions use the surname “Tripura’. As for instance, the honourable
M.L.A. Shri Gopinath Tripura hails from the Noatia tribc belonzing
to Uttar Dumacharra Gaon Sabha under Kailasahar sub-division. Hence
1 think, the enumerator of Census Department took him for one of the
Tripuri clan. Thus although such careless treatment of the tribes in
the Census, may serve the administrative purpose, to some extent, it is of
litile use to a research personnel. During my survey it reveals thal some
of the Tribal Extension officerd and the Tribal Supervisors have no idea
of difierent clans of Noatia tribals, so how can we expect from enumera-
tors of Census Department better knowledge of the Moatia tribes. It is
learnt that, about 1500 MNpatia population have been inhabiting in
Kailasahar sub-division,

There are 147 families in the surveyed hamlets. The total population
comes to 653 consisting of 324 males and 329 females. The average size
of the family is 4.4, Different castes and tribes have been inhabiting
in the surveyed hamlets and they are Noatia, Chakma, Riang, Tripuri
and Garo of tribal community and Pal, Nath, Sutradhar, Sil, Banik and
Brahmin of Hindu community. Table—40 shows the general distribu-

tion of population of all the surveyed hamlets of Kailasahar sub-division.
TABLE—40
Disiribution of Population

Mame of the -T_‘i'un';hem' Nll-l';!l-dl:f n-f- Num;::_rm P‘r.rru:nluge - Mumber -n_l'_Ftrunu.uc

hamlets, families PoPulation of males distribution females distribution

1. Sridangcharra 56 m 158 51.1%; 151 4g90
2, Baishnab charn

Roazapars. 46 115 57 49.9° 11 5047
3. Durantamani

Roazy para. 11 56 8 0%, 28 304,
4. Hakrai Roaz

para o 28 13 46,67 15 53.6%
5. Mangal Roaza

ara. 15 ] 39 45.8%; 46 54.2%
6. Beats Kr. 3 o

Roaza para. 13 60 29 48.4%, 3] 51.6%
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Compasition of family

Most of the houscholds of the surveyed hamlcts have nuclear type
of family, Some of the households have joint type of familiess A very
few special joint type of Families are found among the surveyed hamlets.
It is learnt that the people of the surveyed hamlets prefar nuclear type of
families. General custom of the families is to make their sons scparated
after their marriages.

The family among the Noatias is patriarchal in nature. The family
is characterised by descent, and succession reckoned through the male.
The opinion of the mother is nonetheless taken into account but she has
no right or status in the eyes of social law, custom and usage.

Marital Sratus

Monogamy is the peneral characteristic of the tribe but polygamy is
not altogether obsolete. The MNoatias of the surveved hamlets do not take
a hride from other tribes. But there is no social bar [or a Noatia to marry
a girl of Tripuri, Jamatia communities. One of (he most prominent
marTiage type is known as marriage by negotiation, The guardians of the
groom and the bride meet at thie house of the bride’s father and decule
‘the bride-price. Such traditional bride-price is however, of a rare item of
the marriage at the surveyed hamlets.

As in the case¢ of the Hindus, among the Noatias alo, the dowry
svstem is gaining increasingly popularity. Divorce may be effected with
the special sanction of the hamict council after a hearing from both the
parties, The system of re-marriage of a widow or a widower also cxist in
their society. Love marringe is in practice though very few. During my
field trip, it is learnt that the people prefer timely marriage. Early
marriage is not favoured. Seven widows and eleven widowers are found
in the hamlets during my investigation.

Educational facilities

The hamlet Sridangcharra has one Junior Basic School which is
situated in the heart of the hamlet. The roll strength of the school is
35 having one teacher. As there is no higher educatonal centre in and
around the hamlet, one has to go to Papiacharra Senior Basic School
which is at a distonce of 5 kilometres. There is emly one tribal boy who
is reported to have been reading in class VII in Papiacharra Senior Basic
School,

There iz one Junior Basic School in the centre of the hamlets of
Durantamani Roaza para, Hakra i Roaza para, Mangal Roaza para
and Brata Kumar Roaza para. The hamlets enjoy the facilities of both
the Senior Basic School and the High School. The Schools are situated
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at Mainama, at a distance of 1 to 2 kilometress The hamilet Baishnab
Charan Roaza para has one Junior Basic School.

Cruring my field trig, [ have an occasion to witness the activities of a
feeding centre. T have noticed the fixed number of students do net turn
up to have free meals daily in the feeding centre.  So, after cooking
Supervisor of the feeding centre has o look for adult boys and girls 1o
share the excess boiled rice mixed with pulse,

All the surveyed hamlats have primary schools in or adjacent to
their hamlcts, yet some tribals cannot but prohibit their children [rom
going to scioois for education due to peverty and medium of instruc-
tion for the studerts of Classes T and I

During my investigation, I have come across one Matriculate and
ong B. A, inmales of the Noatia community of the surveyed hamlets. 1n
fine, 1 should say that, a large segment of population of Sridangcharra,
Durantamani Roaza para, lakrai Roaza para, Mangal Roaza para
and Braia Kumar Roaza para is illiterate

AGRARIAN STRUCTURE

Land & ite wrilisalion

Land is one of the basic factors of popu'ation. The tribals are bom
hill cultivators, 5o cvery cultivator should possess land.  But the situa-
tion is different,  Due o i1flux of refugees from defunct East Pakistan
now called Bangladesh, some tribals mortpagad their lands Lo the village

mzhajans or Uée money-lenders and did not have the land returmed. As
a resull, some tribeis have become landless. Sridangcharma is a forest
hamlet.  During my survey it reveals that the cultivatars of the Noatia
Community of this forest humlet have little or no attachment to the lands
they hold there. The reason is not far 10 seck.  Their right to their lands
are yet uncertain. 1t hasbeen reporied  that these forest hamlet  culti-
vators are denied government loans or any grant simply because they live
in a forest hamlet. It is, therefore, suggested thal they should be given
tenurial right forthwith 1o the lands, they possess amd the hamlet ought teo
be released from the Forest Department. Further, it is reported that
soms landless destitute tribal inhabitants of Mainama Gaon Sabha have
deserted their hamlets,

Because of absence of current land revenue records, it is not possible
to get official data on holdings. As a result, for lack of realiable data,
I shali have to satisfy, to some cxtent, with rough estimation based on
information collccted from local sources. The Table—41 below, the
data is shown in respect of lands possessed by the tribals and the distribu-
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lion of households owned by landowner and landless is furnished in
Table—42,

TABLE—41

Distribution of operational Holdings

In Acres
Toial Total Total Tuotal Teotal
Name of the hamlsis lunga tilla Home- lunga land  tilla lands
land land stead under under
JJands  cultivation cultjvation
1. Sridangcharra 54.40 03.60 6. 40 22.00 01.40
2. Baishnab Charan
Roaza para. 98.20 &68.40 09.80 8540 31.20
3. Dwurantamani Roaza
para. 08.80 01.80 02.40 08.80 00.40
4. Hakrai Roaza
para. 1400 0940  0Ol.80 1200 Q4
5. Mangal Roaza
para. 18.40 06.20 04.20 16.00 02.00
¢ Brata Kumar
Roaza para. 1420 0280 0380 13.00 0220
TABLE—42
Distribution of households of landless and landowners
Name of the Na. af Na. of % Na. of o
Hamieix families land-  distribution land- distribution
OWHEFS less
1. Sndangcharra 56 1 58.9% 23 41.1%
2. Baishnab Charan
Roara para. 45 19 86.6% 06 13.4%
3. Durantamani Roaza
para. 11 08 74.1% 03 15.609%
4. Hakrai Roaza
para. 07 05 71.4% 02 15.600
3. Mangal Roazapara 15 08 531.3% 07 46.7%
6. Brata Kumar Roaza
para. 13 05 38.5% 08 61.3%

: e e WEPPEINS - —
e e e e, i —_—

Qut of 147 houscholds as shown in Table—42, 83 households are
big cullivators who possess above 2 acres and 15 households possess 1 (0
2 acres and thus occupy the middle position in status and 49 households
are landless,

Apriculiural Method

Dwring my Survey, it is observed that the tilla lands seem to occupy
a considerable large part of the land resources in these areas.  Some
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tribals have been practising different plantation of turmeric and ginger
on the tilla lands. The tribals who possess lunga lands have been practis-
ing plough cultivation. [Irrigation facilitics of the surveyed hamlets
are not much satisfactory, So the cultivation of Bodo paddy 5 not
practised in a large scale.

Improved agricultural mcthods are not casily accepted by some
Noalia tribals due to illiteracy and lack of knowledge. In gencral, plough
cultivation and plantation of garden crops are the general methods of
cultivation of the different surveyed hamlets.

Livestock and Poultry

Cattle are the valuable asscis for the cultivators. Among the poultry
birds, fowls are regarded as a valuable kind of food. In times of worship,
it is most cssential to the tribals. They have to sacrifice the fowls during
worship to piease the deity. Tt is a good source of additional income
to many. Of course majority of the tribals consume a good lot of eggs
and fowls, It has been reported by the people oft the surveyed hpmlets
of Durantamani Roara para, Hakrai Roaza para, Mangal Roaza
para and Brata Kr. Roaza para that livestock often suffer from various
diseases. Fowls suffer off and on from a sort of poultry diseases like
‘Ranikhet’. ‘There is no medical facilitics in the modern sense of the
term within the hamlets. In case of pouliry, usually the iribals care litile
to have help from the veterinary hospital but in casec of cattle, they rush
to A.l. Sub-centre.

The livestock enterprises are characterised by the presence of pigs
in most of the houscholds and lesser number of milch cows. Porks arc
used in every festivals hy the affuent tribals. Tahle—43 below, shaws
the population of livestock and peultry in different surveyed hamlets.

TABLE—43
Distribution of Livestock & Pouliry

i T

Bullock Milch Pig Goat  Poultry

Name of the hamiets

1. Sridangcharra 02 — s — 14
2. Baishnab Charan

Roaza para. 54 02 4 09 o2
3. Dwrantamani Roaza para. 08 3 17 o 19
4. Hakrai Roaza para. 08 1] 19 — 14
5. Mangal Roaza para. 14 a7 15 — 1]
6.

Brata Kr, Roaza para. 06 04 10 — 11

Yool & Implemenis

Generzally Lhe prestige of farmers depends not only on the possession
of lands and cattles alonc but also on the number of implements used by
them for the cultivation purpose. Over and above. thy number of tools
and implements used by the farmers reflect their position in cultivation.
Table—44 below, displays the total number of tools and implements



88

collected al the time of survey, All these tools end implements are
traditional. No modern #mplements are used by them. It is learnt that
those were purchased from the local markets.

TABLE—44
Diseribution af Tools & Implemernus
" Name of the hamiets Plaugh Spade Harrow Sickle Takhal
. Sridangcharra 0 bl 11 o 42 “w
2. Baishnab Charan
Roaza para. 27 48 27 61 63
3. Duraniamam Roaza
QT 04 12 04 14 id
4. Hakrai Roara para, o o7 04 11 i1
5 Mangal Roaza par.a o7 14 o7 18 19
6. Brawa Kr. Roara para. a3 17 03 18 17
ECONOMICAL STATUS
Income

The tribels are born cultivators. They were praciiking jhuming or
shifting cultivation. It invelved great wasie in terms of soil erosion and
damapr of forcst, MNow the tribals are irying 1o abandon the jhuminz or
shifiting cultivation. This practice has long become out dated. The
government of Tripura is giving jhumia scttlement. It s a good sign
that new settled cultivation iz the principal soirce of livelihood of Lhe
iribals.  Bui the cullivalion cannot keep the tribals engaged throughout
the wholz year. Moreover, labour lorce is encess in comparison  with
land and capital. So the tribals have to scarch for other job for their
survival.

Sometimes the condition becomes worse when the daily labourers as
well as the cullivators bolh seck For job. There is no ample opportunity
for giving work to both the categorics throughout the whole year, Az a
resull, somelimes some tribels have to pass their day or dayy unfed and
underfed. Although female folks of the tnbals participate in the work
and thus carn something. vet the fate of the iribal becomes worse duc
lo lack of adequate source of work in the area.

‘Lhe pmmary occupation of the cultivators is ploughing, sowing
transplanting end harvesting at different  times. The tribals  cultivate
some plot of land which they own. Somciimes, somebody are engaged in
sharecroping. They do share-croping busincss where half of the produce
goes 10 land owner and the rest half comes to him. From time
mmmemorial, the tribals of this arca have becen cngaging themselves in
weaving. Now they do not have adequate gquantity of yarn for that
job. The other secondary occupation is collection and sale of forssi
produce articles,
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Considering the economic position ol the tribals of the surveyed
hamlets, it may be easily said that the average annual income per
houschold of the cultivators is about rupces five hundred only and that
the rate of daily !abourers is Rs. 3/- 1o 4/- per soul

Expenditure

The expenditure paticri of the surveyed hamlets reveals that  the
expenditure cxceeds the income. The socio-religious function like birth,
marriages, funeral rites ete. occupy impotant position in the fabrics of
the tribals culture. There, the tribals incur heavy expendilure on thesc
occasions to enjoy the festivities. Since they spend beyond their
economic capacities, they are compelled to take loans from the mahajans
or the money-lenders by morigaging their lands or selling their lands.

All the surveyed hamlets prepare more or less rice-beer or country
liguor. This rice-becr is necessary for different worships and marriage
ceremonics in kecping with the tribal cheracieristics.  Further, it s
another characteristic of most of the tribals to spend  what they earn.
Generally they do not think for the morrow.

It may be concluded by saying that most of the tribals of the
surveyed hamlets run on deficit budget,

Loan & Indebtedness

Dluring my investigation, it is learnt that the (ribals cannot but
borrow to mcect up their day to day expenditure as their source of
inconic is not reguler, During the monsoon, the labourers have to face a
great deal of difficuliy for want of work. It has been reporicd that there is
no source of additional work after sowing and harvesting. Finding no
other alternative they have to go to the money-lenders for borrowing
money at an cxorbitant rate of interest. Usually they borrow  money
with an understanding that they will repay the loan at the time of
harvesi. But it is a pily to note that they cannot repay the loaon during
their life time. 5o the debt is passing from father to son and then to
grand son and thus from one generation to another.

On the cther hand, it is the utter drawback for them that those
so-called daily labourers who have no lands or assets for morigage as
security, cannot claim for loan. As a result, they have very limited
scope to borrow from the money-lenders during the time of dire-need.

Sridangcharra is a forest hamlet. The people have no lands of their
own. So they do not possess anything which ¢an be kept as a security
against the amount to be borrowed. The people of Baishnab Charan
Roaza para are morc or less stable in respect of economic status. They
borrow from the money-lenders of the adjacent market or their known
persons in times of marriages ceremony, funeral ntes ctc.  They have
to repay the loan at the time of harvest. The rate of interest waries
from the persons to persons. It is learnt that about 27% houscholds arc
indebied and the amount of loan varies from the cxtent of rupces one
hundred 1o one thousand. They have to repay the loan within the same
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agricultural year. Generally, no fresh loan is granted before repayment
of the previous loan.

As regards Durantamani Roaza para, Hakrai Roazn para, Brata Kumar
Roaza para and Mangal Roaza para. the common indebledness is
in the terms of paddy., The custom of taking loan is mostly concentrated
in paddy from known persons with an undertsanding  that they  would
repay Lhe loan at the time of harvest season. From the investigation i
is found that about 70¢% families arc indechted in kind of paddy.

In general, the people of the surveved hamleis take loan for  bhoth
productive and unproductive purposes.  Somcetimes  they take loan for
immediate consumplion when they do nol have any work., Sonic tribals
lake Ioan for purposcs concegned with cultivation. The rate of interest in
terms of paddy is eighty kilograms of paddy against one hundred rupees.

SUGGESTIONS
Bascd on findings of the sociv-cconomic spheres of the Noatia tribals
of Kailashahar sub-division as depicted in the foregoing pages, the following

suggestions are furnished for the development and up-lift of the socially
depressed sections.

I. As the lands are up and down, the crop condition is not
satisfactory. The secdlings are not of good quality for which the yield
Is very poor. Therefore, for improvement of land for better cultivation,
the land is 1o be levelled by grading the soil.  Besides, the supply of good
seeds and manures is the crying need.

2. During the monsoon, the charras submerge the paddy fieds on
both side, resulting in heavy loss of crops. besides making the paddy
filds uncultivatable in the wake of sediment of sands caused by the floods.
So it puts a great hindrance 1o the development of agricluture. Hence,
construction of bundhs on the two sides of those charras is the  erying
need of the moment.

3. Feeding centres scheme should be co-ordinated with the primary
schools. Free fopd should be supplied afier the lapse of one or two periods.
Vegelabic gardens in the vicinity of the school premises or on 1he
adjacent lands of the schools may be treated as demonsiration plots and
the output of the gardens may be used as an item  of feeding scheme.
Free nutritious food may be supplied to the tribal boys and and girls at
least once a week,

4. Some of the surveyed hamlets seem to face irrgational problems.
Maturally, the normal rains are quite adequate 1o the needs of agricultuye
during the rainy scason. Different charras flowing in and arcund the
different hamlets are also good sources of water supply for the Bodo
paddy cultivation, So water in rains may be stored up by construction
af bundh.

5. In regards 1o the prospects of poultry it may be said that discases
often break out in an epidemic form resulting in a heavy toll of  ives
Accordingly, proper measures should be adopted for putting a stop to this
mepace,
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6. During my field trip of the hamlet Sridangcharra under Kumar-
ghat Block Development Office, 1 Have paid a visit out of sheer curiosity
to the hamlet Darchoi which is at distance of 2 kilometres from Kumar-
ghat Tribal Rest House, where all the house-holds belong to Darlong Kuki
tribes. During my survey, it is observed that there exists cordial harmony
and solidarity among the dwellers 1In general, the prosperity znd
sanitation of the hamlet arc moderately good in  comparison with  the
surveyed hamlets of the MNoatia tribes. What has charmed me is  the
pineapple cullivation of the inmates with its picturesque heauty. [ have
talked with a number of Kuki tribes about their different problems. In
course of my conversation, some inmates have urged me for the establish-
ment of fruit caoning centge in thier hamlet by the government
enterprise.  In view of the favourable trend of the cultivation of pineapple
and is commercial mportance, I think, there is bright sphere for action for,
the establishment of fruit canning and fruit preservation centre in that area.
If such a project is started by the government in that locality, the
economic stability would usher and stand the people in good stead.
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PART—VIII

EHOWAIL
VILLAGE BACKGROUND

Location

The following hamlets of Khowai cub-division under Teliamura Block
Development Office have been  surveyed in different  aspects of Socio-
economic life of the Noatia tribes and findings that emerged are appended
below :—

Name of the hamlers

B T 7T Number of families

1. Amrita Roaza para n
2. Krishnaram Roaza para 09

Tine hamlet Amrita Roaza para is situated within Uttar Maharani Gaon
Sabha of the Teliamura Police Station in Khowai sub-division in the district
of West Tripura and is about 22 Kilomeires away from Teliamura Barar

The above hamlet is bounded on the ca:t by Assam-Agartala Road and
on the west by Khodaibari and on the north by Datalbari and on the south;
by Mardan Sardar para.

The hamlet Krishnaram Roaza para is situated within Badalbari Guon
Sabha of the Teliamura Police Station in Khowai sub-division in the district
of West Tripura and is about 25 kilometres away from Teliamura Bazar.

The above hamlet is bounded on the cast by Biladhar Chowdhury para
and on the west by Bidya Chandra para and on the north by palthaimpha
Chowdhury para and on the south by Amirita Roaza para.

Communication

The Assam-Agariala Road passes by the side of the hamiet of Amrita
Roara para which is at a distance of about 1 to 2 kilometres. There is
Katcha jecpable road which starts from Assam-Agartala Road, at the
point known as 41 miles (fortyone miles away from Agartala) and connects
different hamlets of Maharani Gaon Sabha including Amrita Roaza para.
There is another katcha jecpable road which starts from Assam-Agartala
Road, at the point known as 43 miles (fortvthrce miles away from
Agartala) and connects different hamlets of Badalbari Gaon Sabha
including Krishnaram Roaza para. The people of those areas use those
roads with perfect satisfaction, as such facility is not generally available
in the tribal villages. In the rainy season, the roads turns into slimy for
days together.

There are many up and down hilly feeder tracts, connecting differant
surveyed hamlets. During the monsoon, those hilly tracts become miry
and are not feasible for one to cross but the trihal people can easily nacs
along those tracts in the wake of their living in those places for ages
together.
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Characteristics of the hamlet

All the sgrv:ycd hamlets have homogeneous population where exists
perfect solidanty and harmony among the dwellers. No instance of social
or economical clash i1s heard at the time of the survey.

As the densiiy of popylation in these arcas is very poor, il could not
give rise to the growtn of any market in thi¢ locality. So the iribals of
the surveyed hamlets have to depend on a market named Kuolai Bazar
which 15 at a distance of about 20 kilometres from Amrita Roaza »ara
and about 23 kilomeires from Krishnaram Roaza para and an another
marker named Te'iamura Bazar which is at a distance of about 22 kile-
metres from Ameia Roara para and about 25 kilometres from Krishina-
ram Roaza para.

It is alrcady narrated in the foregoing pages thot Hinduism  gains
ground among the Noatia tribes. It is observed here also and I have had
an opportunity to find a8 Moatiz sage wearing rosary of beads. His name
ig Bhakuni Charan Noatia, son of Kunja Mohan Noatia of Krishnuram
Roaza para and he is worshipping the cults of ‘Lingam’ regarded as Shiva
m deepg meditation, It is learnt that the same sage had the same ‘Lingam’
from anoiher Moustie who got it from a place of Atharamura hill

~Lifterent facilities :

There is no ource of drinking water like ring-well, tube-well or any
pond in the surveved hamlets. The people have to depend on nearby
charras from where they have to fetch drinking water.  Thaz general hzalth
of the people of the surveyed hamlets is not salisfactory, Tt is perhaps
due to scarcity of pure drinking water.

There is no medical facility in the truest szase of the term in 1he
surveyed hamlets. In case of ureent necessity, they have to depend on
the village guacks. The people of the surveyed hamlets have been
practising jhuming or shifting cultivation and owing te the nomadic life,
it is learnt, they do not foster pigs.

Hamifer Crpganisation :

Each willage had its own village organization wHich doe: not exist
now-a-days. All the functions of the traditional village council arc at
present carricd on by Roaza of each hamlet

All the Roazas ol different hamlets meet together along with elderly
persons of the hamlets and disiribute the jhum lands among the priper
persens of the lecality, LEach Roaza of ihe different hamlets deals with
petty lLike divorce. adu'tery and breach of social norms. He tries the
matters in consultation with somz ckerly members of the hammets and
tries his level best to compromise the matters,

It ic learnt that Shn Mani Mohan Noatia son of Chandra Kumar
Moatia of Amrita Roaza pera 15 discharging the function of the hamlet
chief after the death of ex-hamlet chief named Amriia Kumar Roaza.
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DEMOGRAPHY

Population :

The general disttibution of the population is presented in Table--45
based on information during the survey. It consists of moderale rate
of population. There are no othet communities save and except the
Moatias where mutual understanding coupled with amity is found among
the dwcllers in their day to day performances.

There are 31 househtolds in all in the surveved hamlets and the total
population stands 106 consisting of 61 males and 45 females, From the
survey, it reveals that the average size of the houscholds s 3.4,

I have been reported that twenty households from Amrita Roaza para,
lourteen houwselolds from Krishnaram Roaza para which stand at  the
periphery of the bottoms of Atharamura have deserted Lo various places
due to inadequate of jhum lands with good and favourable condition,

TABLE —45
Distribution of Population

Mo, of No.oof  Noooof . Mo, of -

MName of the Hamleis. femilics  mem- males distri-  femilies  distri-
bution butwomn.
1. Amrita Roazz para 22 18 47 6027 3l 39 4%
2. Krishnaram Roara
Para 0o 28 14 S0 14 S50

Composition of family :

During my field trip. it is learnt that all the surveved hamlets have
nuclear, joimt and special joint families. [t is observed that there s
strong tendency towards the nuclear type of lamily. The family among
the MNoalias is patriarchal in nature.

Ag per the information gathered, it is found tHat there are seven-
teen nuclear type of families, two joint type of families and three special
joun type of familics in Amrita Roaza para and the hamlet of Krishna-
ram Roaza para Has six nuclear type of families and three joint tvpe of
families, Average size of the nuclear family is small and it consists of
three to four members.

Marital Starus

It is learnt that timely marriage is the profile of the surveved hamlets.
Generally marriages come off at the age of twenty for male folk and fifteen
for female folk. The general type of marriage among the Noatias of the
surveyca hamlets is the marriage by negotiation. But the bridegroom
has o face a test in accordance with the traditional system of marriage
of 1the Noatia Society. According to that system. the groom is chosen
by the bride sitting by an oven at night. This is the widely practisad
type ol marriage at the surveyed hamlets.
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Monogamy is observed among the people of the surveyed hamlets
and polygamy is unknown to them. Child marriage is not in vogue,
Conventions of divofce prevails amoeng them and it 1s execuled when
both husband and wite mutually agree to the proposition. But if the
husband intends to divorce his wife having no  consent to it, the
demards of the wife  must have to be fulfilled [In both the cases,
divoree is effected by the adjudication of the Roaza who decides the
maiter along with the elderly members of the hamlet.

There is no soclal bar among the Noatia society 1o love marriage
which is widely practised type of marriage among them. This system of
marnage is absent in the surveyed hamlets. Marriages of widow and
widower are in vogue. During my survey, two widowers and two widows
are found in the different hamlets.

Educattonel faciliries ;

Majonty of the Noatia tribes of the surveyed hamlets are illiterate.
A very few among them can write his or her name. Al other surveved
hamlet: of all sub-divisions of Tripura have primary schools in and around
the hamlets. It is interesting to note that there is no school in the surveyed
hamleis where no primary school is sitwated in and around the hamiets
and nence, 11 stands as an exceptional case,

There is a junior hasic school at Maharam which is at a  distance of
about 7 kilomctres from Amrita Roaza para. It ic learnt that none of
the bovs or girls of these two hamlets read in that institution. In course
of - conversations with the inmates, iU is learnt that the puardians have
urge Tor education of their wards but they have no scope for the same.
Some leading personneis of different tribal communities of these localitics
applied to the Block Development Officer of Teliamura for an institution
having no effect as vet,

~ There is a feeding centre with numerical strength of forty children
in Amrita Roaza para and the same is, it is learnt, at present discontinued
for paucity of funds

It is suggested thai a primary school may kindly be sanctioned
forthwith in Amrita Roaza para or adjacent to the hamlet for the literacy
improvement of the depressed sections of the society,

AGRARIAN STRUCTURE
Land & ies Utilisation :

Jhuming or shifting cultivation is the general practice of the tribals
of Amrita Roaza para and Krishnaram Roaza para of Khowai sub-division.
Ine tritals use the land for only one crop after which the land is left for
some vears for the growth of fresh vepetation in the farest

Jhuming or shifting cultivation is highly unproductive in view of
the fact that both the output per acre and the output per cultivater in
Jhuming are very low.  Furher, this system of cultivation invelves great
wasle in terms of erosion of soil and destruction of forest produces.
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It is learnt from the Tribal Extension Officer of Teliamura Block
Development Office that the povernment has distributed & acres of lands
recently per househbld for their settlement by adopting permanent
cultivation. It is further learnt that tenurial rights will be extended to
the jhumias shortly. But alas! it is observed at the time of survey that
they have been practising jhuming or shifting cultivation with full energy
and vigour as before. [ have been reported that the tribals
were given scedling of banana, pine-apples elc. by the government.
During my survey, it is observed thai the irdbals have paid fittle heed to
this respect.

Out of twenty two familics in Amrita Roaza para, only three
houscholds have adopted both settled cultivation in the lunga lands and
shifting cultivation in the tilla lands. 1t is observed that the quantity of
lunga lands is very negligible.

Based on information collected during the survey, the data are shown
in Table—46 below inrespect of fands possessed by the tribals this vear
for jhuming or shifting cultivation and the distribution of houschalds
owned by land ewner and landiess is furmnished in Table—A47,

TABRLE—446
Disiribution of operational Holding
o T Toml Toml | Towl  Toml  Towl
Mame of the Hemlets tilla Land  |unga land  Housa- tillaland  lu lanad

siead under cul-  under cul-
land tivation tivation

I ﬁmr_ltn anzn Para 70.40 01.20 02.40 70.40 [Il.!f.'l_
2. Krnshnaram Roaza

para 36.20 00,60 01.20 36 20 00.60
TABLE—47
Distribution of households of landowner and landless

o h'a;:e_a;_f.l_:; No. af No. of % Na._.::-j’_-- Tﬁ;__

house  land-  disiribution  land-  distribution

frold owner fess
1. Amrita Roaza para“ 2 I8 BLB% [14"_“ 182%
2. Krishnaram Roaza

pars o 07 771.8% 02 2220

Out of 31 houscholds as shown in Table-——47 above, 18 households are
big cultivators who possess above 2 acres, 07 houscholds posscss 1 o 2
acres and thus occupy the middle position in siatus and 60 households are
landless,

Agriculrural Method -

All the surveyed hamlets reflect the picture that most of the people
have been purswing jhum cultivation and as a result, they show no
tendency for adopting settled cultivation.
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In jhum cultivation, the first opcration slarls with the cutling of
the forest vegetation. In cutting bambeos and other trees. they do not
cut at the root, but a bit higher up and then allow all the forest vegeta-
tion for drying up fer sometime after which the dried up materials are
burnt down. By bufning them, they have manures from ashes, All the
malcrials at a time are not however compleiely burnt and as such they
have to select another day to sct firc (o the remaining rubbish. Then
they sciect sowing time followed by a shower i.c. first rain of the scason.
Seeds of jhum paddy along with various kinds of vegelables are shown. It
is better if rain comes just afler sowing. then the seeds covered with earth.
In such case jhum seeds are saved from wild animals, birds and ants.

Aflict a month or so, the wild grasses are found to grow. So
frequently weeding is necessary for protecting tHe jhum crops. The work
of wecding is practised at least thrice on an average during the entire
harvest season and fnally harvesting comes off.

At least after ten years of following, the plot becomes suitable for
rejhuming. At present, due to paucily of land, the jhumias go to the
same plol of land before the full period of fallowing.

Livestock & Poultry :

Jhumias pay little heed Lo livestocks and poultry birds for economic
purposes.  Due to the nomadic way of life as they have to retain in the
jhum field For defending the jhum products from the wild animals For
a period of five months or do, the jhum products from the fostering
of liveslocks and poultry birds. Tahle—48 as preparcd with the data on
the clistribution of livestocks and poultry birds collected at the tims of
survey, is furnished below to display their position.

TABLL—4%
Liistribution of Livestock & Poulfry
"~ Name of the Hamiets = Bullock Milch — Pie  Goar Poultry
I. Amrita Roaza para TR e 44
2. Krishnaram Roaza para —_ — - -— 45

foofs & Implemenis:

In course of field trip of the different hamlets, data on difTerent kinuds
of tools and implements used by the tnbals in cultivation are furnished
in Table—49 below. This datum is based on information collected from
the head of the families during the survey. The tools and implements
by the tribals are traditional.

TABLE—49
Distribution of Tools and Implements
_H--:N’ame .-Jf _1;1:?_ Hamlets Pi_uugh Sf;ade Harrow Sickle Takhal
1. Amrita Roaza para - 12 —_ 56 60

2. Knshnaram Roaza para — 04 — 21 23
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ECONGMICAL STATUS

Meome :

During my investigation it is learmt that, out of 22 families of
Amrite Roaza para, only 18 families have income derived from jhuming
or shifting cultivation. They have beem adopting jhuming on tilla lands
and two families get iecome from beth setiled and shifting cultivation.

Tt is always not feasible to have data in connection with the ncome
of the tribals by questionarie method. When the wribals arc asked about
their monthly income they furnmish queer reply which shows either they
can nol recollect the exact amount of imcome or they would say, such an
amount which cannot tally with the expenditurc incurred threugh out
the whole month.

During my survey, it is learnt that three families of Amrita Roaza
para, both male and female folks arc erpaged in collection and sale of
fuel from the nearby forest. [ gived them an earming of about ropees
thres to four per day per.soul. The other thirteen Families both men and
women arc engaged as daily labourers in breaking of stongs, construc-
tion of roads and other miscellancous works. They earn  wages four
rupees per male folk and rupees three per female folk for the said works.
The remaining threc families, the adult members are disabled due to
ill health of various diseases. Only three families do not cngage themselves
in secondary gccupation of labouring other than primary occupation of
culfivation, The number of family members of those families are few
in number—3 to 4 members. They are full fed ard can spend some-
thing after luxury articles, But they cannot lay by anything from their
income.

As regards Krshnaram Roaza para, theee families do not engage
themselves in secondary occupation. Members of the other families have
taken ‘te both primary ocecupation and secondary occupation.

Considering all of their sources of carning in the two surveyed hamlets,
it may be estimated that, in general, the average income per household
of the tribals is about Rs. 600 /- per annum.

Expenditure ;

The expenditure pattern of the surveyed hamlets scems to be
whateever ic carned is spent on daily consemption and nothing is saved.
Very few among them have any surplus income, During my survey, it is
chserved that some tribals ar¢ jolly people and care little for the morrow,

The tribal characteristics of the people of the surveyed hamlets ere
their atluring faseination for comsumption of rice-becr or coumtry liguor.
It iz learnt that thiey do not brew the same. These are amply available
i the nearby villages, In this respect their expendiiure often excteds
their income.

In fine it may bc concluded that sixty percemt families of the
surveyed bhamlets are sconomically backward and they are half fed &
ill ¢clad.
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Loan & Ihndebiedness

During my survey. it is learnt that most of the tribals of this area
run with a deficit budget and in order to overcome the deficit they, under
painful compulsion, have to go to the mahajan or the moncy-lenders for
taking loan or look for any government grants,

Further, it is learnt that the mahajans or the money-lenders of
Teliamura and Kulai introduced the system of dadan from the pretty long
time for purchasing jhum products from the innocent, simple and illiterate
tribals at high rate of interest and low rate of prices. Those mahajans
deal in some other articles which are used in domestic purposes of the
tribals. The prices of such articles are collected at high rate in exchange
of articles supplied by the mahajans.

Due to promulgation of different rules for the safeguard of the tribals
and introduction of emergency, the people of the surveved hamlets are
being denied the facility of having any loans from the money-lenders.
But, in course of conversation, it reveals that the tribals have been taking
loans from their known persons but nobody discloses any name or any
amount of loan taken.

SUGGESTIONS
Based on findings of the survey in the aspects of socio-cconomic life
of the Noatiatribes of Khowai sub-divisions, a few suggestions are furnished

below with a view (o bringing aboul something for the development and
prosperity of the socially depressed sections of the tribals.

1. Jhuming or shifting cultivation involves great waste in terms of suil
croston.  This s0il erosion not only impoverishes the soil in the hills but
also causes floods in the plan lands. Further, this system of cullivation
damages the forest. The destruction of forest means destruction of wild
animals and birds. It does not deny the fact that the jhumias carn the
lowest per capita income, while the sentled cultivators, the highest. But
we cannot expect that all the jhumias will abandon jhuming at a time.
Jhuming will have to prolong in order to provide the people with their
daily necessaries of different vegetables, fruits and spices ete.  As a matter
of palicy, jhuming shall have to be checked by cither Multipurpose Project
Officer or Block Development Officer through the introduction like
Taungya system or any other system which is best suited for the purpose.
Further, tenurial rights on the lands should be accepted to the tribals in
which they will cultivate permanent crops. This introduction of land
ownership will cxtend incentive to improve the lands and its productivity,

2. The tribals should be encouraged in floating cottage-industries in
the realm of piggery, poultry, bee-hiving and dairy etc. bhesides orchards.

3. Tribals both male and female folks mav be encouraged in different
crafts suiting their tastes and capabilities & quite in keeping with the local
needs and marketable prospects.  With this end in view both financial and
technical aids should be accorded 1o them.
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4. Livestocks and poultry farming may be encouraged in the surveyed
hamlets. Livestocks and poultry farming seems to have a good prospects
in respect of enhancing their economical status. In this regard what is
needed is perhaps a little initiative in the shape of monetary help, training
of inmates and time to time proper guidance. I am sure, this will extend
immense heip to the economically depressed people with better avenues of

life and prospects.

5. For the allround and speedy development, the proper utilisation
of the women-folk in the realm of the production of wealth is the erying
need. Accordingly, the tribzl womea deserve to be encouraged in spining
cotton yarn and weaving at least their needs, if not more on mercentile
basis under the Khadi Gramodyog Centres or other sources, Hence, proper
imitiatives and suitable measures in this respect are needed most.

CHAPTER—4

CONCLUDING REMARKS

To have a fair-hand konwledge of socig-cconomic life of the poor and
long neglected tribais of Tripura, a survey was carried on by the Direclorate
of Tribal Research, Government of Tripura and accordingly I was entrusted
with the job of a survey work by field investigation on Noatia tribes within
three months in the entire state comprising of three districts. There is
no denying the fact that it is rather a Harculean task to draw up an
accurale and précise picture within such a short period notwithstanding
one's strenuous and sincere efforts in right ‘carnest. By undertaking
extensive and thorough tours., T have tried my level hest to accomplish
the task, so kindly entrusted to me within the scheduled time and collected
data based on informations and observations.

This study is confined to Noatia tribes out of nineteen tribals inhabiting
in Tripura with their respective culture, religious faiths, dogmas and so
on and so forth. The foregoing chapters present a fairly comprehensive
report on the findings of the study and the same is carried on with the
sole purpose of exploring & general profile of the socic-economic life of the
Moatia tribes.

Different data were collected by interviews and observations. The
mainsource was the head of the hamlet, besides the sources availabie in
field work by thorugh contact with the heads of familics or other members
of the families in absence of the heads. Informations from Gaon
Pradhans, Panchayat Secretaries, Tribal Extension Oificers, Tribal
Supervisors have also heen incorporated in the programme. These data
have been presented in such a way as to make it helpful 1o the investigators
who would work among the aboriginals in Future.

The findings have emerged from the survey undertaken amidst sample
population of each sub-division. For the purpose of designing the sample,
the following criterions were kept in view.

(i) Two types of hamlets adopting shifting cultivation and  settled
cultivation.
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(i) Rural area and Urban area.

{iti) Prosperous arca and Backward arca.

{iv) Cosmopolitan hamlet and homogencous hamlct.

(v Ddeserted hamlet,

fvi; Plain land and Tillaland,

(vii) Periphery of places both above and bottom of a hill.

To provide a perspective to  the hamict  wiudy, the following
drawbacks are confronted,

I. It is a shon term study for thre¢ months and evidently it cannot
cauim all pervasine, all-cnveloping and all-comprehensine stature,

2. 1t is necither feasible nor desirable to complete such an important
and voluminous work within such a short period for the sake of
administering cent-percent justice to the issue along with its object.

3. It is more so because the tribals normally do not open their mouths
of th and minds to a stranger without Lesting his identity and honafidelity.
The investigators are to mix with them freely in order to explore  their
minds and thus to acguaint themselves with their problems.

4. The incomvenicnce of communication and conveyance also  puls
a great hindrance though not an unsurmountable difficulty.

In fine, I would like to reiterate that [ have strained every nerve and
explored ail the avennues in order to make the survey work authentic
and cficctive so that it may act as s basis at least 10 some degree 1O any
philanthropic and economic work in time to come.
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A Sample Socio-Economic Survey of the Schedule Tribe of Tripura
Questionnaire—ILI
(For individnal informant)

SRR €1 1.1 Q.o |1 RN IS
OPRRRRRRRIR. 'L 7| 3 11y 1 51, R
PP 5 1111 4 [ S,

2, Narme of the informBal .....cccr e e eriamrnrm s cranrsssssver s S8 a i s

3. MName of the COmMMUBIEY. . ..o vimn e cremiimnneee o TR e i

4.  What s the total

members in your _ Male __Female ~ Towl
faroiiy : Adult Minor Aduli Minar
(0-11 vr) {0-11 yry
5. How many of you _Male = Female = Toal
arc literatgs ;
&  Number of educated
peisons * S.F/HS. Graduate  Upwards Technical Taotal
7. How many children __Malke  Female  Toml

al the school going
.11y are actually
attending school :

8. Reason for non-going school specially for 0-11 yrs. children.

%. How many members io your famcly are married

AgC Same Crutside Cu'n_'imuni!}‘ No, of Causes of
at first  Village  ihe Village of wile living divorce ift
Marrage. with distance.  {gotra) wile, any.

a) Farber h -

¥ Son

¢} Brother

dy Sister

10. Mo of widow in the Zamily



