' No.17014/02/2007-PC&V (VOL.VII)

Government of India,
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated June 09.2008

. Al State Secretaries in-charge of Tribal Welfare
Al States/UTs, except J&K)

S_n!?.: Il'nplicaiidus of the phrase “primarily reside in and who depend Em the forests ou;
' forest lands for bona ﬁde livelihood needs” appeariug in sections 2 {c) and 2(0) of the
Schednled Tribes and Other deltional Forest Dwellers (Recognitlon of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006 ;

i

1. As you are aware, Section 2(c) of the Scheduled"l"ﬁbes and ()_fher Traditional Forest Dwell?_:rs
'(Reebgnition of Forest Rights}_Acg 2006 de‘ﬂnes'. the expression ‘forest dwelling théd_u!gd
: Tri:bes“ to mean the members or community of Scheduled T"ribes who primarily reside in and -
- who. depend on the f‘omcts or forest lands for bona, fide livelihood needs and mcludes the
,’Scheduled Tribe pastomlist communities. Stmllar!y, ‘Section 2{0) of the Act defines the 1
expression “other trad:tlonal forest dweller” to méan any member or-community who has for at -
: Ieast three genemtlons prior to the 13 day of December 2005 primarily resided i :n and ‘who -
i depend on the forest or the f'orests land for bona fide lwehhood needs.

-

2 Thts Mmistry has recewed references ﬁom ccrtam States seekmg clarifi catlon abuut the
:mpllcaﬁons of the phrase “primarﬂy m:de lp and who depend on the forests or forest lands for¢
¥ boqa fide Iwehhood needs” appearmg in sections 2(c) and 2(0) of the Act s& to- ththel‘\[hlS
‘would cover the Scheduled Tnbcs and Other. ‘I‘radxhona! forest Dwellers ‘who ' are not
nemmar:ty Iwmg inside. the ﬁmsts but are depending on the ?‘orests or forest lands for their
bona ﬂdd llvehhood needs Tlus :ssue was also msed ifi the. mqelmgs of the Secrctarlcs of %

Trlbhl Welﬁgre / Dévelopmen; Department of the States o' Vﬁe‘nmplemntatton of the Act helq-' .
1 on; m"‘ lb“‘ February, zoos andu 6% M;y 200:* in New 3

: N moonéultation wlth . i 2
e clgnﬁed that the tmpltcalum of usmg the word pnmarﬂy rs to :nc!ude the Scheduled Tnb&
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ang (iher 'l'i‘{:di!iomsl Varest Dwellers who have cither habitation, or patches of land for =l

_ cultivation tor livelihood. -md wouid therefore, be pnmarily spending most of their time either

definition of “forest dwellmg Scheduled i nbes arid “Other Traditional Forest D

in temporary make shift slruclurezs or: workmg on patches of land in such areas lrreSpective of
whether their dwelling houses are outside the forest or forest land. Therefore, such Scheduled
Tribes and Other T raditional Forest Dwellers who are not necessarily residing inside the forest
but are - depending on the fovest for their bona f’rde tivelihood needs would be covered under t'he
weller” as given

in Sectmns 2(0) and 2(0) of the Scbaduled Tribes and Other Traditional ’Forest Dwellers . .
(Recogmtson of F orest Rights) Act. 2006.

s |

4, Th:s may, be noted and com municated to all concerned with implementﬁtion of the Act.
Yours faithfully,
~8dr-
. [Sunil Garg]
Under Secretary to the Govt. of india
Copy to:
‘1.«- Mumstry of Emr:mnment & Forests (Ms. Mecna Gupta, Secretary), ?aryavl‘ah Bhawém,"CG(}g_._
R Complex Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110 003 for information. : s e
2. Prime Minister’s Of'ﬁcc (Ms Kalpana Awasthu, Director) South Btock hew Delhs for "

information,

Sdf-
lSuml e R
Undpr Secretary o the Govt. of lndta
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