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D.0. No.23011/29/2009-SG.1I (FRA)
em Mva_Apr-iL, 2010

Dear Shri Ramesh ji,

Complaints are being received in this Ministry that some Scheduled Tribe
persons living in National Parks and Sanctuaries are being forced to leave these
areas without their rights, under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, being decided one
way or the other. Complaints are also being received that Forest Departments of
State Governments are persuading the nodal departments (Tribal Welfare) not to
take up the settlement of rights in these areas. At this point, specifics are not
being provided, but such statements are widely being made.

As you are aware, the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 envisages the recognition
and vesting of forest rights in forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest dwellers over forest land in the National Parks and Sanctuaries
also.

As per the information available with the Ministry, critical wildlife habitats
in the National Parks and Sanctuaries are yet to be determined and notified, and
therefore, no action has been taken by State / UT Governments for the
recognition and vesting of rights of forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest dwellers occupying forest land in the National Parks and
Sanctuaries.

It may be mentioned that the recognition and vesting of the forest rights
under the Act is not related to the determination and notification of critical
wildlife habitats in the National Parks and Sanctuaries under section 2(b) of the
Act. There is no provision in the Act to defer the process of vesting of forest
rights till critical wildlife habitats are determined and notified. In fact, the rights
need to be recognized first in the National Parks and Sanctuaries before
undertaking any exercise for resettlement. No eviction and re-settlement is
permissible till all the formalities are completed.
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We would be happy if you would issve imstructions to all State Forest
Depariments to faithﬁzlly imploment the provisions of the Forest Rights Act
before any decision is taken on the eviction of the Scheduvled Tribes living in

these areas. We would be happy to be #old by you that the complaints of
forcible evictions are baseless. . -~

With regards,
s

Yours sincerely,

(Kanti Lal Bhuria)

Shri Jairam Ramesh,

Minister of State (I/c) for Envirenment
& Forests,

Paryavaran Bhavan,

CGO Complex, Lodi Colony,

New Delhi.
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